Volume 4, June 2018

ST RIS T

r

Nepal Snow I o g e
successfully Leopard
collared Four on postage

& snow leopards stamp

in four years




CDITORIML

Nepal's New Constitution Brings New Opportunities
for Conservation

In this editorial, we highlight three recent developments of
special significance to snow leopard conservation in Nepal
as well as globally.

In September 2017 the IUCN reclassified snow leopards
from Endangered to the next lower threat status, namely
Vulnerable. This change was unanimously endorsed by
all eight reviewers who scrutinized the latest Red List
assessment conducted by a team of five leading snow
leopard experts. They based their determination on the
lowest published and widely agreed-to minimum population
of 4,000 snow leopards, concluding the number of adults
capable of breeding likely exceeded the maximum threshold
number of less than 2,500 to qualify for Endangered status.
In addition, they noted population was not undergoing the
required steep decline of at least 20% over two generations.

Another team of more than 20 researchers completed a
study that suggests snow leopards may be comprised of three
subspecies (see article on page 35 of this issue). If confirmed,
and with the global Red List assessment completed, the door
will be opened for regional or country-based Red Listing
and the targeting of more vulnerable subpopulations or
management units.

Nepal is among the 12 range states supporting the Global
Snow Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP),
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which has the goal of securing 20 Landscape Areas by
the Year 2020 -- each comprised of 100 + breeding snow
leopards protected with the full support of the local
communities. Conservationists consider snow leopards to
be an environmental barometer, along with providing an
"umbrella" for conserving the fragile mountain ecosystem
and its wide array of plants and animals. Indeed, biodiversity
conservation plays an important role in contributing toward
human prosperity, especially in remote rural areas. However,
there is an urgent need to resolve human-wildlife conflict
resulting from livestock depredation by predators like the
snow leopards or wolf.

The Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC), in partnership
with Mountain Spirit and funded by The Asia Foundation
and Australian Government, recently conducted an
assessment of Nepal's new government structures on
current and future conservation programs. Central to this
process is the devolution of powers and authority from
central authorities to local communities -- a process fully
in synchronisation with the GSLEP priority of empowering
local communities and ensuring culturally appropriate, grass-
roots driven stewardship. The time is ripe for government,
NGOs and local institutions to engage local people in snow
leopard conservation programs, while building on Nepal's
world-wide reputation as a proven leader for fostering
effective  community-based institutions that have been
operating on the ground for the past 2 -3 decades. Let's act
in unison that ensure a better future for the beautiful snow
leopard and the people who share its habitat!
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Insights and cubs of
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Almost 15-16 years ago the locals of Dolphu village in the
Mugu district went to a place called Pugchyaang to collect
Jimbu (chive) in the month of September. While they were
living inside a cave talking noisily and cooking tea and
Dhindo (porridge like meal), 2 cub of snow leopard aged
between 5-6 months came down with an awkward gait and
like a domestic cat sat in front of them.The villagers were
dumbfounded.

The cub looked frail so one of the villagers covered it with
his blanket and tied it’'s legs to a stake with a rope. They
did not have any meat but fed it with whatever they had.
However it only tasted the food and drank some water. It is
said that the cub died after 3-4 days. It was an amazing event
to the villagers and which the Doplhu residents still talk
about all these years later.

We had the opportunity to observe interesting behavior of
two cubs aged between 5-6 months in a video recorded by
a local in the Dolpa district. For instance, a few of the scenes
in the recordings ran like this; a hungry cub of snow leopard
is hurriedly gnawing on the neck of dead calf of a yak. A
villager was standing by with a thick stick and the tip of his
shoe was touching the cub. There are other 8-9 villagers
nearby who were laughing and shouting but the cub ignored
them and continued to eat the carcass. Suddenly, the villager
bashed the cub with the thick stick ignoring others’ warning
not to beat it. However, the cub did not react and continued
to enjoy the meal. Then a villager pulled a leg of the dead calf
but the cub did not care.

In another video recording the villagers hung an empty
Redbull can around the cub’s neck and it was seen eating
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the carcass of the dead yak.Then a man tugged the tail of
the cub and another man yanked the carcass, leaving both
the carcass and the cub hanging in the air even then the cub
did not leave its grip on the carcass. It must have been very
hungry indeed, showing no fear for humans.

The villagers though it is illegal then dragged both young
cats, poking them with a stick. The cubs walked and limped
along and then ran into a herd of yaks. Some yaks hit and
threw both cubs up in the air a couple of times wounding
them.At the end the villagers dragged both cubs by their tail
and dumped them in a pit.

Even the puppies and kittens react when human beings are
around them but both of the cubs were surprisingly oblivious
to the human presence in the recordings. Dr. Rodney
Jackson told me that similar behaviors of the snow leopards
cubs and human tormenters have been recorded in Pakistan
also. Just a few days ago | watched a video in YouTube where
a female snow leopard with three cubs wanted to cross
a stream somewhere in Russia. She crossed the stream by
holding her two cubs one-by-one in her mouth. The third
young cat, however, was following its mother and crossed
the stream on its own.

There is no doubt that an adult snow leopard will hardly ever
ignore our presence in the way the cubs did in this video.
Even if they get a faint smell of a human being, they will run
away. It is believed that the snow leopard sees us more often
then we see it in the wild. From these recordings we can
also infer that these cubs of snow leopard were probably
highly deprived of the natural fear and intuition of people.
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The newly born babies of wild animals demonstrate diverse
behaviors when it comes to eating, perception of enemies,
self-defense etc. Babies of fish, frog, lizard, turtle, snake etc.
do not have to learn from their parents as they have inborn
qualities and intuition necessary to survive. Birds feed and
teach their babies in the nest as well as after they learn to fly.
Perhaps the chicks also learn many other things from their
mothers during this period.The babies of mammals learn to
seek sustenance immediately after they are born. So much
so that they find the udder and teats of their mother and
learn to suckle even though they are still blind and look like a
bundle of meat without any hair on the skin. Snow leopards
follow their mother for another 18 or more month, before
they depart and survive on their own afterwards.

In this context, the behavior of snow leopard’s cubs seems
strange if we analyze the video. It can be concluded here
that the cubs of snow leopard know how to eat but do not

know other many essential insights that are vital for their
survival. We deduced the mother of these young cats either
died or these cubs had somehow lost their way and became
separated from their mother.We can also guess that these
young offspring of snow leopard were yet to learn many
things in the wild, otherwise the cubs would have almost
certainly run away from the villagers. In reality, the snow
leopard cubs stay with their mother almost for two years
learning all necessary insights and intuition for surviving on
their own in the wild. The cubs of tiger and the common
leopard also stay with their mother for a period between
.5 and 2 years for the very reason.

Irrespective of their size, all the wild animals require essential
insights in order to perceive imminent threats, identify their
enemies or other predators and to defend themselves.
Usually these insights are inborn by many species, however,
apparently not in the case of the young cats in these video

recordings as explained above.
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LEOPARDS

through environmental education

Darla Hillard

Nepalese teenager Ramesh Sunar grew up considering
animals more as targets for his slingshot than as part of
a healthy ecosystem. As a Snow Leopard Scout, his trail
cameras captured the images of six wild snow leopards, and
suddenly a conservationist was born.

Across the twelve snow leopard range countries,
Environmental Education (EE), first introduced some 40
years ago, is considered a critical component in combatting
poaching of these leopards and their prey, and in reducing
conflicts between the cats and livestock herders.

Yet, in a 2011 interview for the online magazine Yale
Environment 360, marine conservationist Charles Saylan
declared, “Environmental education has failed because
it's not keeping pace with . . . human impacts on the
environment.” He went on to propose that part of the
solution is for environmental values become a central part
of public education.

While public education is free throughout the snow leopard
range countries, EE is largely excluded from school curricula.
And while many urban centers have good educational
facilities, remote mountain schools often lack even basic
amenities. Rural teacher absenteeism and turnover may be
high, and teachers may not have training in EE.

Political realities can also affect teachers’ ability to embrace
SL-EE. Snow leopards inhabit border regions, where
international conflicts affect conservation action. In some
regions, government officials poach wildlife with impunity
because local communities dare not expose them. In far
west Nepal in the early 2000’s, the successful Junior Ranger
program was curtailed by the Maoist revolution and the
flight into exile of three key partners.

We have learned that the work of changing attitudes in
favour of protecting the natural environment is complex,
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time-consuming and costly, yet many donors provide grants
on just a 3-year cycle. Still, and remarkably, we have seen EE
thrive in the range countries, and become more and more
driven by passionate young in-country conservationists. A
few examples:

In Ladakh, northern India, SLC partners produced a
program, “Ri Gyancha,” (Jewels of the Mountains), launched
by His Holiness The Dalai Lama and the then Minister for
Environment and Forests. The central resource kit included
a teachers’ manual, a handbook on Ladakh’s unique wildlife,
and over eighty EE interactive games and activities. The
program culminated with a small village improvement
project and a special event for students to share what they
learned with their families. The program was ultimately
implemented in 45 schools, and served as a model for a
similar program in Bhutan.

In Mongolia, EE is delivered via Nomadic Nature Trunks,
traveling “classrooms in a box.” The trunks contain materials
similar to Ri Gyancha, but specific to Mongolian biodiversity
and conservation concerns, including plush animals, track
casts and fake scat, books and games. The trunks are also
a resource for the wider community; national park staff
employed a trunk as part of a cross-border summer camp
with Mongolian, Chinese, and Russian participants.

In Nepal, SLC was a sponsor of the school-based Junior
Ranger program, launched in the 2011 by a multinational
partnership in Dunai, gateway to Shey Phoksundo National
Park. Despite its unfortunate demise, this EE program had
a positive impact: today one “graduate” has just begun
her career, working with WWF; another is studying for a
doctorate in integrative conservation.

Current EE efforts supported by SLC under a partnership
with Global Primate Network include Snow Leopard Scouts,
centered in the Annapurna Conservation Area. At the annual
overnight camp, students like Ramesh are taught camera
trapping and other techniques in snow leopard research and
monitoring. These young Scouts made history when one
of their trail cameras captured a forest leopard (Panthera
pardus). In 2017, Snow Leopard Scouts also produced their
first Snow Leopard Day festival.

The dynamic young leaders of GPN had launched a radio
program, “Surroundings of the Snow Leopard,” which
reached some 50,000 people in mountain communities.
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Since 2010, Russia’s Altai Republic has led the way in
developing and expanding Leopard Day Festivals, assisted
by SLC, WWF-Russia, and the Altai Republic’s Education
Ministry.

Snow leopards are totem animals for the indigenous Altaians,
but during Soviet times they nearly forgot their ancient
practices that reaffirmed their connections to their sacred
lands and animals.The festivals aim to revive these traditions,
through middle-school art contests, traditional dances, plays
and other activities that embrace the sacred snow leopard.

The first cross-border Snow Leopard Day festival was held
in the Mongolian Altai in 2017, a collaboration facilitated by
SLC and WWF.

These programs are highly popular among teachers, students,
and the general public. Program leaders give enthusiastic
reports about teaching and learning where the classroom is
often outside in nature.

However, when it comes to monitoring and evaluation, there
is a great deal of room for improvement.What are outputs,

outcomes, and impacts? What is an indicator of success?
How long is a long term assessment? Unless we monitor
our progress, how do we know if we are succeeding?

Our tendency has been to go with our gut instinct that early
EE will lead children to become adult conservationists. We
can cite our two former Junior Rangers, as proof that this
can be true, but | also feel strongly that we need to move
from awareness-raising to conservation action.

Ramesh became the first “Scout Teacher,” passing on his
experience to the younger Scouts. He believes the snow
leopard photos he has shared with his community are having
an impact. This may be seen as the start to growing more
Citizen Scientists.

If ever there was a symbol of wild nature,and thus a unifying
force for conservation action, snow leopards are it.They are
beautiful, mysterious, rare, and sacred. | believe we can count
on the current generation of EE leaders to pass on to central
Asia’s children both an understanding of their homelands’
biodiversity and the desire to protect it.

Photo: Darla Hillard, © National Geographic
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Lament of the
BLUE SHEEP

Karan Bahadur Shah
| am ‘Blue Sheep’ in English, but not blue in color
Never | climb down but live in the high mountain forever

| am not a real goat with tiny tail and naked underbelly

Because my chin is free of funny looking goatee

Curvy and giant are my horns and my body is hairy like a sheep

Ram’s are having thick and long horns but yew’s are short and slim

People hike up the mountains to know me and protect me

Ecotourism and legal hunting support the local economy

Scientists know me as a half-goat and half-sheep wild being

| keep the endangered snow leopard fed, alive and running

Our habitats are destroyed and we are in the brink of extinction

We struggle to survive despite the changing climatic condition

Our homes destroyed, we are poached and interred in the zoo

We play a big role for nature but the poachers are our woes

The earth belongs to all; everyone has a right to life

Shame on those who seize our rights and destroy our hive
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ARTICLE

The Pallas’s cat's

research in the Himalaya is difficult!

- Ganga Ram Regmi

Pallas’s cat was discovered only in 2013 in Nepal. The
background of discovering this beautiful animal is fascinating.
Currently associated with Global Primate Network, a
citizen scientist Tashi R. Ghale and his team had carried
out the snow leopard monitoring research where Pallas’s
cat had been discovered. Tashi, with the financial and
technical assistance from Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC)
and National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC)’s
Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP), had set up
the camera trap where coincidently the image of Palla’s cat
was captured. It was the very first recorded image of Pallas’s
cat image in Nepal’s.

Although the cat is locally, nationally and internationally
promoted as the original "Chesire Cat", information on
the ecology, behavior and conservation threats are sparse
for this ellusive and primitive cat species. Scientists and
conservation biologists mostly focus on the large cat species
like tigers, snow leopards, lions, jaguars.Very little attention
has been given to small cat species like Pallas’s cat, which
number more than 30 different sub species.Therefore, GPN
is giving priority on this rare cat.As it has been only reported
from Manang in Nepal so far, there is great urgency to
gather the basic data on its status, occurrence, distribution,
behavior, biology and conservation needs for preventing it
from become extinct, at least in Nepal.

Since 2013, GPN has started research and conservation on
Pallis's cat in Manang aimed at; (l) carry out presence/
absence surveys in the all potential habitats of the Pallas’s
cat in the Annapurna Conservation Area (ACA) between
elevations of 3000m and 5000m, (2). assess and map the
distribution of Pallas’s cat in the Annapurna Conservation
Area, (3) study the general behavior of Pallas’s cat, and (4)
identify threats to the survival of Pallas’s cat.We have been
using automatic remote cameras to study this elusive cat.

Our research had found that the Pallas’s cats live in Manang
district between 3700 and 5100m within rugged and rocky
outcrops. It is mostly active at dawn and dusk, following
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the activity cycle of its main prey species, the pika. The
cat is living with other sympatric carnivores like snow
leopard, wolf, beech marten, red fox, golden jackal, mountain
weasel in this area. Its occurrence in the area is very rare.
It is mostly threatened by habitat degradation as a result
of uncontrolled yak grazing, natural resource exploitation,
and high disturbance by tourists, Yarsagumba collectors,
yaks and their herders. It is hoped that the present research
and findings on the different aspects of its ecology and
behavior will help in developing conservation strategies for
its continual survival in the area.

It is not easy to carry out research on Pallas’s cat in the high
altitude of Himalayan ecosystem. Its Himalayan habitats and
terrain are characterized by very difficult topography, high-
altitudes, rugged and rocky areas with freezing cold at night.
In addition, the cat is extremely rare and almost impossible to
observe directly in the field. Even detection rates using non-
invasive cameras are very low. The uncontrolled livestock
grazing, presence of feral and guarding dogs in the cat's prime
habitat and the lack of conservation awareness among locals
and funding sources are the major challenges to Pallas’s cat
conservation in Nepal. The herders in the Nepalese high
Himalaya know about the snow leopards, wolves and other
small cats but not the Pallas’s cat. Therefore, it is important
to inform the local communities about this very little-known
cat through community outreach programs (e.g. poster/
brochure distribution, school education, training on the cat-
friendly grazing management to the herders).

The first requirement for doing research in such high-
altitude species like Pallas’s cat is availability of adequate
funding. Without good funding it is almost impossible to
carry out such research.The second one is that the related
field biologists should be fully aware about the difficult
terrains and harsh weather conditions of Pallas’s cat’s
habitats. It would be wonderful if the business community
could help support Nepal's struggling but deeply commited
and emerging generation of conservation biologists! There
is plenty of urgent work to be done!

Photo: Tashi R. Ghale, GPN/SLC
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DR. RODNEY JACKSON

— 2018 Indianapolis Prize Finalist !

INDIANAPOLIS — Officials from the Indianapolis Prize
named Snow Leopard Conservancy’s Founder/Director Dr.
Rodney Jackson as one of six finalists for the world’s leading
award for animal conservation. It is the fifth time he has
been nominated as a finalist

Dr.Rodney Jackson joins conservation heroes Dr. Joel Berger,
Dr. P. Dee Boersma, Dr. Sylvia Earle, Dr. Russell Mittermeier
and Dr. Carl Safina in the running for the prestigious title
of Indianapolis Prize Winner and an unrestricted $250,000
prize.

The Indianapolis Prize was created
in 2006 to recognize best-in-
class conservation solutions, bring
innovative ideas to scale and reward
the conservation heroes who have
achieved major victories in saving
species from extinction.

“The Indianapolis Prize Finalists are
consistent winners in the ongoing
battles to save threatened species,’
said Michael |. Crowther, Chief
Executive Officer of the Indianapolis
Zoological Society, Inc.“By telling the
stories of their heroism and their
victories, the Indianapolis Prize aims
to inspire more people to work for
a planet that future generations will
be happy to inherit, rather than be
forced to endure.”

“The Indianapolis Prize is unique for
the visibility and resources it brings
to wildlife conservation,” said Dr.
Jackson. “Receiving the Prize would
help me secure the sustainability
of the Snow Leopard Conservancy
while devoting my time to mentoring
the next generation of passionate
snow leopard
These young men and women inhabit
my dream of a future where snow
leopards flourish throughout Asia’s
high mountains. The Indianapolis
Prize would help me realize that
dream.”

conservationists.

The 2018 Indianapolis Prize Jury, comprised of distinguished
scientists and conservation leaders, will determine the
Winner of the 2018 Indianapolis Prize, its $250,000 cash
award and the Lilly Medal, an original work of art that
signifies the Winner’s contributions to saving some of the
world’s most threatened animals. Each of the five Finalists
will receive $10,000.

The 2018 Indianapolis Prize Winner will be announced in late
spring and formally honored at the Indianapolis Prize Gala
presented by Cummins Inc. on Sept. 29,2018 in Indianapolis.

Note: Just before this magazine goes for printing, we are happy to share the news that Dr. Russell Mittermeier
has won the prestigious Indianapolis Prize. Congratulations to Dr. Mittermeier and the finalists!-Editors
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GLOBAL SNOW
LEOPARD FORUM
held in Bishkek

The Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection Program
(GSLEP) is a joint initiative of range country governments,
international agencies, civil society, and the private sector.
Its goal is to secure the long-term survival of the snow
leopard in its natural ecosystem. To address this issue, the
2017 Global Snow Leopard Forum was held August 23-25 in
Bishkek Kyrgyzstan.

Activities included a Science Exposition and Symposium,
which ran concurrent with the ministry-level meetings. Over
40 Symposium presenters touched on Climate Change in
the Snow Leopard Range Areas, Technology and Innovation
in Snow Leopard Research and Conservation, Sustainable
Finance, Community-based Conservation in Snow Leopard
Range Areas, and Field Studies and Conservation in Practice.
The symposium was headlined by some of the leading
researchers and practitioners in this field from around the
world. It was attended by senior leaders from snow leopard
range countries, international organizations such as UNDP,
GEF, IUCN, GTIC Council and USAID, and nongovernmental
conservation organizations including WWEF, NABU, the
Snow Leopard Trust, Snow Leopard Conservancy, Panthera,
and Traffic.

The 2017 Global Snow Leopard Forum Declaration was
reviewed and endorsed by the range countries under the
Chairmanship of the Honorable Minister of Climate Change
of Pakistan, Mr. Mushahid Ulla Khan, who also served as
Chair of GSLEP Steering Committee, and the Deputy Head
of the President’s Administration of the Kyrgyz Republic,
Ms. Elvira Sarieva.
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International

EWS

SNOW LEOPARD day celebrated

The International Snow Leopard Day was observed in a grand
manner in Mustang district of Nepal on 23™ of October
2017 with a theme “Unity of Mustang for Commitment to
Protect Snow Leopard”. Every year 23 October is observed
as International Snow Leopard Day.

A conservation rally was taken out around Jomsom at
early morning at 7.30 on Monday. The program was
jointly initiated by Area Conservation Unit of Annapurna
Conservation Area Project (National Trust for Nature
Conservation), Snow Leopard Conservancy and Global
Primate Network and actively participated by the students
of Janahit Secondary School and Dhaulagiri Boarding School
and employees of District Police Office, Armed Police
Force, and Tourist Police.

The International Snow Leopard Day was observed for the
first time in Jomsom. An essay competition was organized
on snow leopard conservation among the students of two

schools in Jomsom. The winners of the essay competition
were declared and awarded following the conservation
rally. Vice-chairman of Gharpjhong Rural Municipality
Sharmila Gurung was chief guest of the program.
Gurung had already participated at the three-day ‘Snow
Leopard Ecology Camps’ organized by Snow Leopard
Conservancy and ACAP in Bhapras (4200m).Addressing the
gathering Gurung highlighted the need of timely attention
and action by stakeholders for the conservation of rare and
endangered wildlife species including snow leopard.

Dhana Gurung, a ranger at ACAP informed that the
students and the security forces actively participated at
the rally as they play a vital role in creating awareness and
conservation of snow leopard. She emphasized on insurance
of the livestock and other alternative measures to mitigate
the conflict between the predators and locals, which has
emerged as a primary challenge.

Source: Hamrakura.com

Foa’itewr 33 RIqaT faaer gromga

TS fSicetiad! Tabdl, &3 Rigar Son3al Ufdagdl 8icol e
SIRIT AT A A Q008 HIfdd & 10 AGER Rt
TRl fSieell JRASd! ACIHDIS SFAGH  Seaiiges
&3 RIqa Qo ey JUA HAAISED! & | FId ayadl

3MRATSTET JNREDT Rl | =Teft uLaraas! huaias drisharar
folaGEl GRIANIAIDT Gl I YRIBIR &Rl IR R |
ERUSHIS JNIUNADIH! UG AT I[BS 3 DBILhad
YA MMM §of ool | J[BSTl I 3N of TAUSTAN/TarATuST

‘03 3SR’ TS “3TGaRifted 33 RIgaT f&a=y'sh! BUaH diaigol
JIRG8 |

3H [l AEIel DR ©:30 &1 B3 Rigal Jddceh o1 AR
R ETUT=ATC DI SNAIIH TSR URSATINEDIRIAT | =TT
SAAA AT A TR T AEAH DB ICRATAA A ENAITA AT
eI [AIGAeia, fSieall U dafeta, I Y& §ct,
uefeds URieEIe JREThdlaXRm! AR Inch! N1 | Mg
U A& DIN-3TGaoIgul AEUT &5 3MISIeN (TATaRA-
UTIU) SATahT JREUT DI STAIIH, I iU BosRAcAT

SHAAHDI YA (8,200 f31.) a1 HASGIA IRD! dlal f&or
8 | ‘TAaaN of golal I Ao JaATA IZDT &S Rigar
TAT 316 FRECAYU! ToATGQRB1D! AREUTA IADRATCTE LT
SIS EATST fgJUS! J[XScT SaTSa] | ‘TRATADS! Joht U ST
33 RIgaTed! AT, Yagial I [TBIAST clIol D IA G0
uofcal [IBRIeT Jid ¢al Yool RAcE’, DBIibaian JUEel
J[BE aifore] |

33 fagar JREUTaN Soridel BeTr3ol de WBIRIhaTdl Je

(eTEef) 3 JAlacT UISdie oicad (f3ifiuet) oY A URCTA
3h DIiZhdl 3Gl J1REdD! R |

JGNSED! Al | DIIHAAT SAAAAT §8  [AGATAD]
Ricaneiae a0 &I Rigar A& RIS frecer YRR

JUaT faganeff I IS IMARAB JIET [TDBIEHDI
ST Gor HTETDICT UfdT ~UTAIS SoNEBcATS TSN IRISTDT
BIAUGHT Y651R Ele] I[B5al STeicbNI (86 | URaTET dodsiog I
AN SID! Gog B ATIATDT DU GRALHT BIRUT AT BT
foTRIGIUTTRT T AT U 316 JblerUdh SUNIRXRD! AT
3ICTgSIel §q] Uoiol J[osel IS 68 |

7% 1% | &3 Riqar



Nepal successtully
SNOW LEOPARDS

Kathmandu, Nepal — A snow leopard was successfully
collared in Kangchenjunga Conservation Area on 8 May
2017 making it the fourth one to be collared in Nepal’s
eastern snow leopard conservation complex.

The snow leopard, a sub-adult female about two years
of age and weighing 30kg, was tracked and fitted with a
satellite-GPS collar, and released into the wild at 11:36 am
at an altitude of 4,838m. She was named Yalung by the local
people after the name of a local area which is planned to be
developed as a snow leopard ecotourism site in the future.
Yalung will be closely monitored by the government, WWF
and local citizen scientists following the collaring.

“Nepal’s snow leopard conservation action plan launched
earlier this year by the Prime Minister of Nepal guides
the country’s commitment to ensure 100 breeding snow
leopards in three of its landscapes by 2020,” stated Man
Bahadur Khadka, Director General of the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation.“Nepal’s learning’s
from satellite telemetry on the species since 2013 will play
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in four years

a key role in future snow leopard monitoring using cutting
edge technology which is a key objective of this five-year
plan.”

This information will also be important in developing
landscape-scale conservation management plans and
refining the existing snow leopard habitat in the Himalayas.
Information received from the previously collared snow
leopards have shown encouraging movements of the snow
leopards between Nepal, India and China, with one of the
snow leopards reaching a highest altitude of 5,858m — the
highest documented so far for snow leopards around the
globe.

The expedition led by the Department of National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation comprised of representatives from
the government, National Trust for Nature Conservation,
Kangchenjunga Conservation Area Management Council,
WWE Nepal’s young wildlife biologists and local citizen
scientists. WWF-Nepal provided technical support for the
collaring, which was funded by WWF-UK and USAID.

(News Source: WWF Nepal)

Photo: © WWF Nepal / Sanjog Rai
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SNOW LEOPARD

no longer considered “Endangered”

but scientists urge extreme caution !

The mysterious snow leopard has been delivered a piece
of good news. The Red List classification from the IUCN
— improves the conservation status of the big cat from
“Endangered” to “Vulnerable.” Yet these iconic symbols of
Asia’s great mountain wilderness still face numerous threats,
many rapidly growing,in their high mountain home.The snow
leopard was listed as Endangered by the [IUCN Red List —
the globally accepted, international standard for assessing
extinction risk—for each 5-10 year assessment since its
initial listing in 1972. The change in status came after a
three-year assessment process by five international experts
including scientists from academia and from Panthera,
Snow Leopard Conservancy, and Wildlife Conservation
Society, organizations active in snow leopard conservation.
The assessment was then reviewed and approved by eight
international felid and Red List assessments experts, the
IUCN Global Mammal Assessment team, and the central
Red List Unit.

Dr. Tom McCarthy, Executive Director of Panthera’s Snow
Leopard Program and a member of the assessment team,
said,*To be considered ‘Endangered, there must be less than
2,500 mature wild snow leopards in the world and they
must be experiencing a high rate of decline. Both are now
considered extremely unlikely, which is the good news, but
it does not mean that snow leopards are ‘safe’ or that now
is a time to celebrate. The species still faces ‘a high risk of
extinction in the wild’ and is likely still declining — just not at
the rate previously thought.”

The assessment cites a number of recent studies that
used more scientifically robust methods than in the past
and which suggest snow leopard numbers are likely higher
than previously thought. Dr. Rodney Jackson, Founder and
Director of the Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) and
another member of the assessment team, said, “Even with
such positive supportive information, the assessment team
took a conservative approach, including using the lowest
estimated global population size of 4,000 when determining
if the Endangered threshold could be met.”
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Saving & credit group initiated

Mineral Water Plant

in Everest region!

Sumdur Peak Saving & Credit Management Group has
recently established a mineral water plant at Thame in
Sagarmatha National Park Buffer Zone. The group has
started producing and selling mineral water to the local
shops, hotels and lodges from February 2018. The mineral
water plant was according to the group’s action plan which
was dreamt three years back.

Member of the group, Mingma Rita Sherpa explains that the
plant’s capacity is to produce 100 liters per hour and the
water source is based on local springs and rivers.

Kanchi Sherpa, local hotel entrepreneur at Thame and the
group member says that the group has already collected
rupees 45000 from selling the water.“| have also bought 16
cartoon mineral water to sell in my hotel”, says Kanchi. Each
cartoon contains |2 seal packed bottles. Kanchi is one of
the members, who received training such as filling, sealing,
filtering and storing.

Sumdur Peak Saving and Credit Management Group is
one of the saving and credit groups formed in 2010 with
the financial and technical support from Snow Leopard
Conservancy (SLC), USA. The group has a total of 22
members.*“The plant costs NRs.3,00,000” says Mingma Rita,
a member of the group, “The investment is from the group
itself.”

The group members along with Mingma Rita are happy that
the micro-project finally accomplished and product has been
started selling in the market.“This is sustainable project and
of course will upgrade group’s income”, he further says.
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The Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) has been awarded a
two and half-years grant from the Darwin Initiative, funded
by the United Kingdom Department for the Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).

The project is entitled “Sustaining Snow Leopard
Conservation through Strengthened Local Institutions and
Enterprises.” The grant amount of this project is £311,807
whereas SLC agrees to contribute additional 69,532 pounds
in co-financing. pounds.

The beneficiary project seeks to improve security and
resilience of snow leopards, prey and biodiversity at
two model sites in Nepal (Manang District, Annapurna
Conservation Area and Sagarmatha National Park) in Nepal

SNOW LEOPARD CONSERVANCY
awarded with darwin initiative grant |

by assisting to institutionalize conservation financing and
stewardship at the local level.

Specific objectives are (1) improving herder practices while
reducing wildlife-human conflict; (2) piloting snow leopard-
linked enterprise/s through training, finance and market
linkages; and (3) enabling local institutions and stakeholders
through Nepal's newly devolved governance structures to
obtain investments and influence policy. Monitoring systems
will emphasize adaptive management, and sharing key lessons
with Nepal's commitment to the GSLEP (Global Snow
Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program), collaboration
with the other || countries hosting wild snow leopard
populations.

Project activities will be implemented by Nepali NGOs
(including Mountain Spirit and GPN), with technical support
from SLC and The Mountain Institute, and in partnership
with NTNC/ACAP and the Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation.
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Facts about SNOW LEOPARD

Snow Leopard is found only in twelve countries
in the world: Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia,
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

It is believed that 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist
in the wild. However, some believe even less than
that.

In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow Leopard
is between 30land 400.

The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park
supports the highest density of Snow Leopards (10
to 12 Snow Leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal.

Snow leopard is listed as vulnerable species in the
IUCN’s Red Data Book and also included in the
Appendix-| of the CITES.

Nepal’s National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act
1973 has listed Snow Leopard as a priority protected
species. As per this Act’s 5th amendment 2073., it is
illegal to hunt the protected species including snow
leopard. Any effort of poaching, smuggling snow
leopard’s body parts, or hurting them is not tolerated
by law and, if anyone found guilty of poaching, hurting
snow leopard and trading of its body parts will be
punished with penalty of Rs.5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000
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| am deeply moved by the confidence
of the Citizen Scientists

What is your understanding of the Snow Leopard ?

When | was young | perceived snow leopard as a
wicked animal for it killed sheep, goats and yaks at our
home and in the neighborhood.| also witnessed several
incidents when the villagers killed a snow leopard and
proudly took its dead body around the village. Some
locals even earned social prestige of bravery by killing a
snow leopard. However, when | took the profession of a
conservationist 27 years ago, | grasped the significance
of conserving wild animals such as snow leopard and
the facts how it is related to the overall conservation
of the mountain ecosystem.
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Dr. Shailendra Thakali from Thini village,
Mustang has been affiliated with various
conservation related organizations for
the protected area management and
conservation initiatives over the last 27
years. He was Director at National Trust
for Nature Conservation (NTNC) for more
than eight years, Manager at The Mountain
Institute (TMI) for six years and worked
as an Advisor at the Department for
International Development (DFID) for three
years. He obtained his PhD on Environment
Management from Lincoln Universty,
New Zealand and now he is working as a
freelance consultant. Prof. Karan B. Shah
and Anil Adhikari talked to him on different
dimensions of Snow Leopard conservation.
Excerpts of his interview are presented
here.

We know that there are several programs going on for snow
leopard conservation. Can you tell us whether the number
of snow leopard is increasing or in decline?

Local people have reported that lately there is more
livestock loss due to snow leopard, villagers have seen feces
of several snow leopards and its sighting in the vicinity is
more frequent.The local people in Dolpa have substantiated
this fact and told us that the number is increasing. Several
different pictures of snow leopards have been taken in
Manang district. Eight different snow leopards have been
captured by the remote cameras installed in the area of
650 sq.km.in Kanchenjunga region. Similarly, the DNA
analyses of feces found between Humla and Kanchenjunga



areas have confirmed existence of 74 snow leopards. Even
though the analyses cannot be considered a complete one,
it highlights the fact that the snow leopards are found in
the entire northern mountain region of Nepal. In order to
estimate the correct number of snow leopard in Nepal, a
comprehensive study is needed.

While studying the fecesin 2009, nearly 30% of the metabolic
waste related to the cattle. The content went up to 40% in
2016. If this trend continues will it not increase the conflict
between villagers and snow leopard?

This study indicates two major trends; either the number
of natural prey of the snow leopard is declining or the
number of snow leopard is increasing. This study clearly
indicates that the snow leopard is increasingly relying on the
domestic animals and signifies the future conflict. We need
to emphasize on compensation and reliefs to address this
issue on time.

Do you think the reliefs and insurance coverage are working
to mitigate these issues?

The amount of relief and insurance coverage for the livestock
loss is very low in comparison to the real market values.The

Ministry of Agriculture, the government of Nepal provides
insurance coverage for compensation and the Ministry of
Forest provides reliefs to the villagers. However, owing to
various reasons the government policies and programs of
such reliefs and insurance are not very effective. NTNC and
WWF also offer reliefs and insurance coverage but to make
such provisions more effective, these should be linked to the
government’s policies and programs. | think snow leopards
every year kills between 2000 and 2500 domestic animals.
If the government provides reliefs at the current market
price of the cattles, it will amount to 90 million NRS, which
is less than annual budget of a village council. Therefore,
the government itself should put more emphasis on relief
works and insurance coverage. | believe that we study on
the damages inflicted by the snow leopards and the financial
burdens thereof we can make the relief works and insurance
coverage more effective.

What do think about the pasture management?

| do not think that we have done any visible work in managing
the pastures.We need go a long way in order to improve the
pastures, develop approach tracks and improve the general
health conditions of the animals. One way to manage the




pastures in a better way is to divide the pastures into several
blocks and manage them.

What do you think the direct threat or challenge to conserve
the snow leopard?

We can see the changes in the ecology of the mountains
due to the construction of roads, which have affected the
number, and habitats of the snow leopard (and presumably
many other species as well). Since the tree line (the
natural demarcation line after which tree cannot grow) is
moving upward the alpine area (high mountainous region)
is increasingly shrinking. The shepherds in Kanchenjunga
and Shey-Phoksundo have shared their experience that
the blue sheep in the areas usually cross the tree line and
the possibility of snow leopard also crossing the tree line
chasing the blue sheep. Studies revealed that some snow
leopards were even caught and died in the trap that was
meant to catch musk deer. Further, due to the absence of
security forces in the high passes and open borders there
is a perennial danger of smuggling of bones of rare and
endangered animals.

How do you appraise the impact of Yarsha Gumba harvest
on snow leopard?

The trend to collect Yarsha Gumba is alarming in the
mountainous Dolpo, Manang and Mustang . Thousands
of people throng to the high mountain pastures that are
inadvertently disrupting the natural habitat of the endangered
animals. The regions are badly polluted. The government
collects substantial amount in revenues fromYarsa collectors
but it cannot manage the collection in a sustainable way.The
government fails to plan and implement several measures
such as phase-wise collection of Yarsa Gumba, garbage
management, determining appropriate number of collectors,
monitoring of Yarsa collection, establishing temporary
security posts, checking unauthorized entry of Yarsa
collectors etc.Yarsa collection has become a huge source of
income to the locals as well as outsiders.We cannot prohibit
people from collecting Yarsa Gumba but we can certainly
manage it in a better way.

People say that the locals are engaged in retaliate killings of
wild animals!

Although we have heard that the shepherds sometimes
kill the wild animals in revenge, it cannot be substantiated
that such incidents occur in the conservation areas in the
mountain regions because there several programs are
underway to create awareness in the communities near the
habitat of snow leopard. The local committees are active in
snow leopard conservation and the people are aware that
killing a snow leopard is illegal. Many are probably too fearful
to try!
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How do you comment on the involvement of the locals in
poaching and smuggling of bones, skin, hairs etc. of the snow
leopard ?

We know that the local people are involved in poaching of
rhinos in the protected areas in Terai. Comparatively, the
people living in the mountain regions have not been found
so much involved in poaching. However, some locals have
been arrested smuggling animal body parts, which have been
brought from other areas, to Tibet using the mountainous
route where there are few police or check-posts

How do you evaluate the role of the citizen scientist in
snow leopard conservation?

| am deeply moved by the confidence shown by the citizen
scientists. Most of them were shepherds who have been
trained as citizen scientists. They grew up interacting with
the snow leopards and now some of them are tourism
entrepreneurs and some have become mountaineers. They
are well aware of behaviors of the snow leopard and now
they have learnt the skill to preserve them. The citizen
scientists are involved in survey of small preys, setting up
of remote cameras, helping with satellite collars and traps,
identification of biological corridors, logistic arrangement
and taking pictures.They are very much interested in works
that are related to snow leopard conservation.

The Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection
Program (GSLEP) aims to increase the number of adult
snow leopards to at least 100 breeding individuals in three
ecological belts of Nepal;Western, Annapurna-Manasalu and
Eastern Landscape belt by 2020, do you think the target will
be materialized?

Theoretically this is possible because Nepal has secured
necessary habitats for the targeted number of snow leopard.
Nepal’s protected areas such as Kanchenjunga, Sagarmatha,
Makalu Barun, Gauri Shanker, Langtang, Manasulu,Annapurna,
Shey Phoksundo and Api Nampa have adequate safe habitat
for snow leopard. Since the habitats for 100 snow leopard
in each belt are already there, | think the target is possible
to achieve.

Finally, what suggestions do you give us to increase
effectiveness of the Snow Leopard magazine!?

| am happy that you are rolling out the 4th issue of Snow
Leopard magazine. | think you need to increase the
distribution outreach of this magazine to the schools, local
clubs etc. located in those areas where snow leopards are
normally found. You can seek help from the respective
protected area and other conservation offices located in
the areas. At the meantime you have to consider the target
communities of your magazine and give more priority to the
articles of students and teachers.
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Community Stewardship for Snow Leopard Conservation

Concept/Write-up: Anil Adhikari, lllustration: Rajman Maharjan
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Lakpa is chasing the jharal away from her One day a jharal is attacked by dogs in the village. The jharal is a primary natural prey for the snow
kitchen garden. Her home is the buffer
zone area of Sagarmatha National Park.
Sometimes jharal destroys the vegetables UhIaaT CAICrUTeh] chIAEIA JTSD TBIETD! BoaIaT Ut 9B | 3B
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Wait !
| will see you
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leopard in Sagarmatha National Park.

4

Lakpa’s herds of sheep and cows graze in the Lhakpa has called a meeting of the Snow Leopard Saving and Credit Management Committee as
pastures. Suddenly a snow leopard attacks one the number of natural preys is diminishing in the wild and the livestock of the villagers are being
of Lakpa's sheep. killed in pastures.
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Finally the committee makes the following decision:

We should i Aot froet S F

not spare the snow
leopard
(clutching the sheep) that kills our livestock !
| enjoy a different taste S
today, What a tasty R 3 ¥ (3 frgereTd
meat of sheep !
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2IC Yot Al 3 |
T 33T ASTEdT A |

Decisions:

Fencing and taking care
of the kitchen garden

Taking good care of

The snow leopard is a their livestock and not
protected animal, we need to colieavelhemfcareiessly
» in the pastures

conserve it. Rather than killing c i
5 ompensation of the
it we should be more careful : Sl e e

looking after our livestock. : the conservation fund if
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ARTICLE

How do

SNO

OU Save

LEOPARDS!

First, gather their droppings

e’ - Nicholas St. Fleur

On the rocky cliffs of the Himalaya, the path to snow
leopard conservation is paved in feces.

Their population decimated by poaching and habitat
destruction, only about 4,000 of the endangered cats
remains in the wild, according to the World Wildlife Fund.
Conflicts with mountain farmers and pastoral herders also
contribute to their dwindling numbers.

“The problem is when a snow leopard gets inside a livestock
pen,” said Dr. Madhu Chetri, a biologist at Inland Norway
University of Applied Sciences. When that happens, he said,
the carnivore usually eats a handful of goats and sheep, but
in some cases it can massacre more than 100 animals in a
single corral.

If the cat gets stuck in a pen, the inevitable tends to occur.
“There is a high chance the herders will kill it in retaliation,”
he said.

Dr. Chetri and his team are studying conflicts between
humans and snow leopards in areas of Nepal in order to find
ways to mitigate them.That’s why they spent more than |50
days in the Central Himalayas sniffing out snow leopard scat.
Embedded in the excrement were clues to decoding the
cat’s diet and determining how often it ate livestock, which
could one day guide conservation strategies to reduce
contact between snow leopards and farm animals.

In addition to collecting snow leopard feces, the team also
scooped up wolf droppings. Himalayan wolves are not nearly
as threatened as their feline counterparts, but they are also
an elusive mountain predator that meddles with livestock.

Dr. Chetri and his colleagues trekked along trails, mountain
ridges, riverbeds and mountain passes collecting the
predators’ wastes. When they came across a pile, they
placed a small piece into a plastic tube and a large chunk
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into a paper envelope. They performed DNA analysis on
the pieces in the plastic tubes to determine whether they
belonged to a snow leopard, wolf or some other carnivore,
as well as to figure out if it was left by a male or a female.
The researchers later examined the pieces in the envelopes
for traces of fur to determine what the predator had eaten.

They collected more than 800 dung samples, but not
everyone was a winner. In a few cases they accidentally
collected feces that belonged to a feral dog, a lynx or a
brown bear. Among their fecal data set, they verified that
182 of their specimens belonged to snow leopards and 57
to wolves.

The researchers used water and mesh sieves to extract hair
from the larger samples and manually took out bones, claws,
feathers and plants. The team found that 27 percent of the
snow leopard stool samples included domestic animals like
horses and goats.

But by far the most popular animal that the spotted cats
were dining on was the blue sheep. Traces of this big
horned beast appeared in more than half of the samples.
The researchers also found that livestock remains appeared
in male droppings twice as often as in the specimens from
females.

Dr. Chetri said that their findings would serve as the first
step toward understanding how snow leopards affect the
livestock of the rural peoples in the Himalayas. Their next
steps are to determine the economic impact that the
killings of farm animals have on the pasture herders, and
then to develop strategies that will help reduce interactions
between humans and the cats.

As the field work came to an end, Dr. Chetri experienced a
frightening encounter.

“On the last day the snow leopard spotted me thinking maybe |
wasaprey,” he said As he was hidingin the cliffs,the cat crawled
closer until it was about 10 feet away.*l was really scared and
I had to turn over and show it,‘No, I’'m not prey,I’'m a human’

NEWS Source: The New York Times/Feb 8, 2017
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'S one-quarter livestock

~ Virginia Morell

In the central Himalayas of Nepal, snow leopards
depend on livestock for about 25 percent of their diet.

Endangered snow leopards and rare Himalayan wolves
may be giving conservationists in Nepal a new kind of
headache. Although both species prefer dining on wild
prey,a new study shows they consume far more livestock
than realized, a burden on the migrating herders who
let their goats, yaks, cows, and horses wander—often
unaccompanied—in the region’s mountain pastures.
To find out whether the wild predators were helping
themselves to the occasional domesticated animal
meal, scientists collected 182 snow leopard (Panthera
uncia, shown above) and 57 wolf (Canis lupus) scats
from 26 sites spread across 5,000 square kilometers
of mountain terrain in the Annapurna and Manaslu
conservation areas. Their genetic analysis showed that
wild blue sheep also called bharal comprised 57% of
the leopards’ diet, whereas small mammals such as
marmots and hares made up the bulk of the wolves’
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meals, at 41%.The canids also ate Tibetan gazelles and
other ungulates, which made up 31% of their diet.
Next on the list was livestock, making up 24% of the
wolves’ diets and 27% of the leopards’, the scientists
reported today in PLOS ONE. The spotted cats
seem to prefer horses and goats, whereas the wolves
favor goats, horses, cows, and yaks—an animal the
leopards avoid, perhaps because of its size. Males are
the primary livestock killers, possibly because females
are more wary, the scientists say. The findings come as
no surprise to the scientists, who predicted that the
predators would eat more livestock when wild prey
was scarce—a behavior common to big wild cats like
tigers, lions, and cougars. But they also worry that the
predators’ taste for domesticated animals will make it
harder to protect them from humans seeking revenge.
One solution? Building up the populations of the
leopards’ and wolves’ wild prey.

© 2018 American Association for the Advancement of Science
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SNOW LEOPARD
have 3 subspecies

-Dr. Rodney Jackson & Dr. Jan Janecka

The snow leopard, Panthera uncia, is an elusive high-altitude
specialist that inhabits vast, inaccessible habitat across 12
Asian countries including Nepal.

The global population is crudely estimated at between
4,000 and 7,500 individuals, which are sparsely distributed
along mountain ranges at elevations above 2,000-3,000 m
between and covering an area in excess of 1.6 million square
kilometers. Both ecological and molecular information are
needed to understand the species, prioritize populations for
conservation, and develop recovery or management plans.

The snow leopard remains the last large felid to be the
subject of a comprehensive subspecies assessment and
phylo-geographic analysis. This gap in knowledge is a direct
result of the following challenges: (1) snow leopards inhabit
remote, inaccessible regions, some of which are politically
unstable and thus hard to reach, (2) opportunities for radio/
GPS telemetry are limited because this cat is difficult to
observe and expensive to trap and tag in the wild, and (3)
most founders of the captive population have an unknown
origin.

Thus, a team of 22 biologists collected samples from across
snow leopard range (Figure 1) as part of the extensive
genetic assessment of snow leopards based on noninvasive
scat surveys. Thirty-three microsatellites were genotyped
and a total of 683-bp of mitochondrial DNA sequenced
in 70 individuals. These indicated low genetic diversity at
microsatellites and virtually no mt DNA variation.The species
apparently underwent a bottleneck in the Holocene (about
8,000 years ago) coinciding with increased temperatures,
precipitation, and the upward treeline shift in the Tibetan
Plateau. Multiple analyses supported three primary genetic
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clusters: (I) Northern (the Altai region), (2) Central (core
Himalaya and Tibetan Plateau), and (3) Western (Tian Shan,
Pamir, trans-Himalaya regions).

The researchers recognized three subspecies, namely
P. u. irbis (Northern group), P. u. uncia (Western group), and
P u. uncioides (Central group) based on their genetic
distinctness, the low levels of admixture, unambiguous
population assignment,and presumed geographic separation.
They proposed a minimum of six management units, namely
western Mongolia, southern Mongolia, Tian Shan, Pamir-
Himalaya, Tibet-Himalaya, and Qinghai, with a potential
connectivity by dispersing individuals of up to some 400 km
distance. This study highlights the foundation for the global
conservation of snow leopard subspecies, setting the stage
for in-depth landscape genetics and genomic studies, and
also for regionally-based Red List updating.

Source:Range-Wide Snow Leopard Phylogeography Supports
Three Subspecies, Journal of Heredity, 2017 Authors: Jan E.
Janecka, Zhang Yu-guang, Li Di-qgiang, Bariushaa Munkhtsog,
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SNOW LEOPARD

Oon postage Stamp

’@“‘ ’An' Adhikari

Nepal issued the first postal stamp in Bikram Sambat (Nepali
calendar) 1938,almost 137 years ago bearing the pictures of
Royal Crown, cross khukuri (Gorkha knife) and a Himalaya.
Postage on wildlife theme was issued first time in 1959 AD
with a picture of musk deer. Before that stamps worth 2,
4,8 and |6 paisa (1/100th denominations of Nepali rupee)
depicting a picture of Lord Shiva with a trident in one
hand and a Blackbuck in another were issued in 1908 AD,
nearly 110 years ago.“However, it was not based on wildlife
theme but dedicated to Lord Shiva and his consort goddess
Parvati”, Mr. K.K Karmacharya, the senior post stamp artist
of Nepal explained that the first stamp issued with wildlife
theme was of musk deer.

At present, Nepal annually issues 50 to 60 new stamps
having different themes. Mr. Rajan Poudel, Director General
of Postal Service Department of Nepal Government said

that almost 30% of these stamps bear pictures or theme of
flora and fauna of Nepal. This is due to high market value
He also said that
the demand and sale of the stamps with wildlife theme are

of the stamps bearing wildlife theme.

satisfactory at the annual philatelic exhibitions participated
by Department of Postal Services.

Nepal has already issued several post at stamps of protected
animals such as snow leopard, one-horned rhinoceros, tiger,
elephant, wild buffalo, bear, red panda, musk deer, swamp
deer, gharial, snakes and turtles. Similarly, photos and
sketches depicting birds include Himalayan monal, vulture,
several species of butterfly and protected plants.We can see
that the pictures of wild animals, birds and plants get priority
when it comes to the postal stamps. Furthermore, some
countries have even issued stamps having those pictures of
wild animals that are not found with in their territories. For
instance, Germany, Finland, USA, Australia, Austria, Poland,
Cambodia, Isle of Man, Fujairah, Canada and Scandinavian
country (in Northern Europe) have also issued stamps
bearing pictures of snow leopard. Snow leopards do not
occur in these countries. Rare and beautiful Snow leopards
maybe attracted to them to publish such stamps. It also
indicates rare and endangered wildlife are common heritage
of all nations.

Postage stamps of 12 snow leopard range countries
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Nepal's first postage stamps

World’s 12 snow leopard range countries i.e., Kyrgyzstan
(2014), Kazakhstan (2013), China (2001), Uzbekistan (1994),
Tajikistan (1993), Russia & India (1987), Mongolia (1985),
Afghanistan, Pakistan & Nepal (1984) and Bhutan (1966)
have published snow leopard postal stamps.

The image of endangered animals is used on the postage
stamps because they are interesting and they promote the
country where these rare animals are normally found. The
native people become aware of the different aspects of the
wildlife, develop the positive attitude on conservation of
these animals, which ultimately support the conservation.

The Postal Services Department of Nepal had issued stamps
of one-horned rhinos and Himalayan monal 59 years ago,
stamps of wild yak 45 years ago, red panda, tiger and swamp
deer 43 years ago ,Tibetan argali 19 years back, Gaur, Lyms,
Assamese Macaque, stripped hyena 23 years back and
stamps bearing pictures of giant hornbill, Cheer pheasant,
Common green magpie and spiny babbler 41 years ago.The
postal stamp of snow leopard was printed in 1984 i.e., 34
years ago. In order to create awareness among the general
public, there is a need to re-print the stamps having the
images of these animals.

In addition, in the course of time wild animals new for Nepal
are also recorded. For example,

* A picture of Pallas’s cat was captured by a remote
camera by Tashi R. Ghale’s group in the Manang district
of Annapurna Conservation Area in BS 2070.

* Kiang and Tibetan gazelle were recorded by Prof. Karan
B. Shah and his team in the upper Mustang of ACAP in
2000.

Stamps of these above-mentioned wild animals should
be issued gradually. It will help in creating awareness and
educating the new generation.

Professor Karan Bahadur Shah, a renowned wildlife expert
says, “These stamps are good tools for conservation of wild
animals as they enhance the awareness among us and it leads
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Artist who Sketched

Snow leopard image
on postage stamp

Mr. K.K. Karmacharya, a renowned Senior Artist,
created the first ever image of snow leopard which was
printed on the postal stamp of Nepal in 1984 AD. He
worked at the Postal Services Department of Nepal
Government for 39 years and designed 407 different
stamps. His first sketch on the postal stamp was of a

cow (our national animal then) and a yak in 1973 AD.

In 1984 AD he was assigned to make a sketch of a
snow leopard. He was given a magazine with a picture
of snow leopard and asked to draw a similar image.
“There were not many pictures of snow leopard nor

was publicized and promoted then”, he recalled.

Perhaps an artist from another country had drawn

the picture and | made a sketch based on that. He

had also made sketches of gharial and a Blackbuck.
Thereafter, he made pictures of tiger, red panda, swamp
deer, butterflies, reptiles, birds and various plants

which were used by the department on the stamps.

He also said that 30% of the post stamps that he had
designed bear the pictures of wild animals. He considers
the post stamps as the ambassadors as they represent
our country, reaching almost everywhere and
disseminating information on the wildlife.

Stamps create and spread positive feelings

and support conservation efforts.
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directly or indirectly to conserve our environment”. He
believes that by issuing the stamps the state takes ownership
of these wild animals and acknowledges the wild animals as
the heritage of the concerned country."

The wild animals not only represent the country but they
are also effective means of publicity and promotion. “The
British, American, Japanese and citizens of so many other
countries get information on what flora and fauna are found
in Nepal and what Nepal Government, National Trust for
Nature Conservation and World Wildlife Fund are doing
to preserve them” explained Mr. K.K. Karmacharya.As only
very significant species are used on the stamps, the images
themselves naturally promote the country.

According to Mr. Rajan Poudel, the director at the Postal
Services Department of Nepal Government, there is a
possibility of using pictures of snow leopard, pallas’s cat,
red panda, kiang etc. in the days to come. He further says,
“looking at the conservation aspect of these animals and
global attention the Department can place a high priority on
this issue, but only after fulfilling certain criteria.”

Postage stamps of non snow
leopard range countries
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Although several countries issue the postal stamp
considering the interest and hobby of the stamp collectors,
in Nepal the stamps are wildly used on air mail and courier
services, applications to government offices such as
Transportation, Tax, Customs, etc. Similarly, the stamps are
bought for purposes of collection and exhibition and used
on the applications to get citizenship card, passport and
other government issued documents.

Since the stamps are considered another form of money,
its value increases over time. It is also a popular hobby,
especially among the students. ‘It is a rewarding hobby’ and
such hobby of stamp collection broadens their knowledge
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Usage of adhesive
gum on postage

The first postal stamp with glue “penny
black” with a picture of Queen Victoria
was published in Britain in 1840 AD,
almost |77 years ago. Before that people
used glue on the stamp as per their
convenience.The first stamp of Nepal,
which was printed in Britain in 1881
AD, had adhesive gum on it. However,
adhesive gum was not used on the
stamps that were printed in Nepal.
According to Rajan Poudel, Director
of Nepal Postal Department, Nepal
started to use "lick and stick" post
stamps only after 1992 AD. Before that
people used to apply starch of wheat
flour or rice. Self-adhesive stamps have
been in vogue in Nepal since 2014 AD.

Photo:The Himalayan Nature
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Yartsagunbu

collection

Undesirably impacts on
SNOW LEOPARD and
the BLUE SHEEP

Tshiring Lamu Lama is locally from
Phoksumdo-2, Tso Village of Upper
Dolpa (Dolpo). She has accomplished her
M.Sc. in Natural Resources Management
from Pokhara University. She has been
awarded with Chandra Gurung Memorial
Fellowship-2014, WWEF- Nepal. Tshiring
conducted research entitled “Impact of
Yartsagunbu (Ophiocordyceps sinensis)
collection and its negative consequences
on snow leopard” for her Master degree
dissertation and it was based in Dolpo. She
shares her field experiences with the Snow
Leopard Magazine Editorial team.

What was the impact of Yartsagunbu collection and its
negative consequences on snow leopard?

My research findings™ shows extremely high negative impact
of Yartsagunbu collection on snow leopard and its principal
prey, the blue sheep. These impacts are due to poaching
of blue sheep by using stone traps, harassment to snow
leopard (see picture), habitat degradation due to absence of
proper solid waste management,and setting alpine meadows
on fire, and weak monitoring and patrolling of the human
activity by the concerned governmental authorities during
the peak Yartsagunbu harvesting period.

What was the main reason for selecting Yartsagunbu and
snow leopard for your master level dissertation research?

When | was a young mountain girl, | used to go for yak
herding and picked up Yarsta. During Yartsa season, | have
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witnessed the killing blue sheep by the outsiders from
Jumla, Jajarkot and lower Dolpa. While herding, | saw blue
sheep and my family yaks grazing together. Occasionally,
while returning home from herding, | used to encounter

snow leopards on a very narrow terrain trail at dusk.
These memories were engraved in my mind while pursuing
my degree and gaining knowledge on the significance of
wildlife. In the beginning, | wanted to conduct research on
the impact of Yartsagunbu collection on Blue Sheep for my
bachelor’s degree. However, due to some technical reason it
did not materialize. In the Master Degree course, | changed
my view to include the snow leopard rather than the blue
sheep because this species is a flagship, top predator of the
Himalayan ecosystem and one of the world's endangered
species (now re- listed as vulnerable). Finally, | made it!

What was the main reason for carrying out this research
only in the Shey Phoksundo National Park?

| choose Perikapuwa, Medoktinh and Shey villages for the
study which lies under Shey Phoksundo National Park’s



Buffer Zone mainly for the following three reasons. Firstly,
| belong to this area and | would like to conduct wildlife
research and conservation works in my hometown. Secondly,
technically, the study areas are one of the major Yartsagunbu
harvesting sites in the prime habitat of snow leopard, and
thirdly, a world renowned conservation biologist Dr. George
Schaller conducted a study on snow leopard and its principal
prey- blue sheep in the area in 1973.

Were there any significant incidents that took place during
the field work?

Yes, during the entire field work i.e. from pre harvest to
post harvest period of Yartsagunbu (May-June), five evidence
based incidences were witnessed, they were; (i) three
stone traps set for Blue sheep killing were observed, (ii)
snow leopards were encountered five times by the yartsa
harvesters, (iii) two snow leopards killed a harvester’s mule,
(iv) one blue sheep was killed by the outsider harvesters for
its meat, and (v) A Redbull Can- was tied around the neck of
a snow leopard cub by the local yartsagumbu harvesters in
the area . Its companion was close to killing by people and
angry yaks.

What assistance did you receive from the local communities
to conduct the research?

Even though | belong to the same community, it was very
challenging to carry out the research in the area with the
local communities. Many local community members said that
snow leopards were their enemies and should be eliminated
because they kill their livestock and that the species provides
no benefit to uplift their livelihoods. Therefore, the killing of
domestic livestock by snow leopard has developed negative
attitudes among local people towards the snow leopards'
conservation. On the other hand, half of the annual income
of many households comes from the Yartsa collection and
they were very busy with searching and picking the Yartsa.
Nonetheless, 75 out of total 650 harvesters provided
me with the valuable information and suggestions for
accomplishing my thesis research.

Are snow leopard’s principle prey species and their habitat
also affected due to Yartsa collections?

Yes! The local wildlife especially snow leopards and its
principal prey blue sheep are highly and adversely affected
due to major anthropogenic activities such as poaching,
solid waste problem, alpine meadow fires and constructing
of temporarily infrastructures during the harvesting of
Yartsagunbu.

The local people and outsiders are directly involved in
Yartsa collection, who do you think more responsible for
the harms inflicted to the snow leopard?

| observed three stone traps set for blue sheep killing and
one blue sheep poached on the spot by outsiders .A Redbull
can was tied around the neck of a snow leopard cub by local
people was also witnessed in the study area. | think, local
people are more responsible for causing severe suffering
to the snow leopard especially harassing and poisoning the
carcasses of livestock as retaliatory killing whereas outsiders
are more likely to poach blue sheep.

Outside my study area, outsiders are more responsible
for harming blue sheep. Recently, during the Yartsa trading
season, a rescue team that also included me released a
blue sheep trapped in wire snares set by Yartsa traders
(outsiders) on the trail 5km from the Shey Phoksundo
National Park and Nepal Army post. The traders also make
Momo dumplings using meat of blue sheep, which are in high
demand in the Lamar border checkpoint between Dolpo
and Tibet.

What contribution do you think your research had made in
snow leopard conservation in the Shey Phoksundo National
Park?

Shey Phoksundo National Park’s Management Plan is being
revised by a team of peer reviewers. One of the peer
reviewers had approached me for my thesis report. Hopefully,
it will be informative for drafting the management plan and
that the plan is shaping up and effective to secure the long
term survival of wildlife, especially snow leopard, blue sheep
and musk deer in the national park. Furthermore, based
on my research findings, | am planning to do snow leopard
conservation work in my hometown of Tso, which would
emphasize the local community’s attitudes and engagement
much more than before. Similarly the community will
understand why the snow leopard must be conserved and
the Yartsa should be harvested sustainably.

Finally, what initiative do you think the government and the
local community must take for snow leopard conservation
in your study area!

Cooperation between the park and local community
must be increased as much as possible for snow leopard
conservation in the study area. | also think, our government
must engage the local community in conservation works
as well as conservation education so that the negative
attitudes of many local community members towards the
snow leopard will get changed.The local people will only feel
good if they are benefiting from conserving snow leopard
and their mountain livelihoods is uplifted.
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The remote cameras which captured three

SNOW LEOPARDS

| still remember under the supervision of Dr. Som Ale,
| was involved in field research on the prey and DNA
(Deoxyribonucleic Acid) analysis of snow leopard in 2000.
In 2010, Dr. Ale taught me how to operate the remote
cameras. These cameras were installed with support from
Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP) and Snow
Leopard Conservancy (SLC) and captured several pictures
of more than 10 snow leopards in various places of Mustang
district.

A remote camera installed at 3780m in the steep slope of
Sakao along Samdjong river near Lomanthang in Mustang
had captured black and white images of three snow leopards
in 2008 AD. Similarly,a 10 minute walk from Sakao at 3795m,
a couple of few images of a female snow leopard and its two
cubs were clicked by another remote camera in 2012.

| installed remote cameras in Sakao following the advice
of my local shepherd friends. Perhaps they had seen snow
leopards moving around the area. Before | installed the
cameras | had visited both places 3-4 times looking for signs,
scats and their distinct odor.

| had placed remote cameras in the both places for two
weeks. When | went to collect the cameras | was glad to
see snow leopard’s pugmarks and thought that certainly
these cameras captured their images. When | took the
cameras to the office of ACAP/Snow Leopard Conservancy
in Lomanthang and inserted the data chips to my laptop |

The
Snow Leopard | Page 48

was surprised to see the pictures of three snow leopards
captured by my camera-traps.

Since | set cameras in both photo and video modes, the
camera-traps recorded photos as well as videos of the snow
leopards. In 2010 the black and white photos and videos
captured three adult snow leopards marching one after the
other in the dark. In another set of pictures captured during
the spring of 2012, the snow leopards were inside a cave.
There was enough light to make a lovely scene with the
mother snow leopard and two tiny cubs, one moving near
the camera-trap and the other sitting with its mother at the
other side of the sandy cave.

Dr. Ale was pleasantly surprised when | emailed those
photos to him and he discussed about them with Dr.
Rodney Jackson. My friends and colleagues all appreciated
my works. In addition to the snow leopards, the camera-trap
also captured images of blue sheep, fox, birds and pika.These
images were used in several magazines and documentary and
treasured as the assets for snow leopard conservationists.
Both sets of these pictures were the perfect testimony that
the snow leopards were freely wandering around the ridges
and caves of upper Mustang and conveyed the message that
we need to conserve the prime species which maintain the
healthy ecosystem in the mountains.

(Pema is Lomanthang based citizen scientists working on
snow leopards conservation-Editor)

Photo: Pema Tsering Lowa/SLC/ACAP
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Photo : Sagar Giri

Bird Conservation
Nepal (BCN)

Established in 1982, Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) is the
leading organization in Nepal focusing on the conservation
of birds and their habitats. It seeks to promote interest in
birds among the general public, encourage research on birds,
and identify major threats to birds’ continued survival. As a
result, BCN is the foremost scientific authority providing
accurate data and information on birds and their habitats
throughout Nepal. The organization provides scientific
data and expertise on birds for the Government of Nepal
through the Department of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation and works closely on birds and biodiversity
conservation throughout the country.

It is imperative to note that BCN is a membership-based
organization with a founding President,advisors (I |), patrons
(25), life members (330), general members (622), friends
of BCN and active supporters. The membership provides
strength to the organization and is drawn from people of
all walks of life from students, volunteers, professionals and
conservationists.

BCN is also part of the BirdLife International Partnership, a
network of more than 121 organizations around the world,
working on a worldwide agenda to conserve the world’s
birds and their habitats.
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Photo : GSLEP

Photo : Ganga Ram Regmi/GPN/SLC

Photo : Akash Shrestha/WWF Nepal

[T0T0 TEATURES

Photo : Pema Tsering Lowa/SLC/ACAP

Participants attending The Global Snow Leopard Ecosystem Program A local herder at Marang village in Upper Mustang receives flashlight, radio,

(GSLEP) Forum in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic on August 23-25, 2017, jacket and foxlights to protect his livestock from predators. SLC & Third
Pole Conservancy with the help of NTNC/ACAP provided the materials in
November 2017.

Photo : The Mountain Institute

Local citizen scientist Tashi R. Ghale teaching camera trap methodology to Snow Leopard Conservancy, (SLC) in partnership with The Mountain
snow leopard scouts members in Manang district. Institute (TMI) and Mountain Spirit (MS) jointly organized the Darwin
Initiative Planning Workshop in Kathmandu from 26-28th July 2017.

Photo : The Mountain Spirit

For the first time in 20 years, more than 4,000 wildlife parts of 48 different National Workshop held On "Political Economy of Conservation in Nepal
species including 67 tiger skins and 357 rhino horns were burnt in Chitwan under the New Federal Structures: Opportunities and Challenges" organized
National Park. This demonstrated the nation’s commitment towards zero by The Asia Foundation, SLC and MS in 6 April 2018 in Kathmandu.

tolerance of wildlife crime.



CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE

Report poaching to the concerned authorities.
Protect Snow Leopard habitats and their prey species.

Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY (OR WVILL),
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW
LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD,AND SO THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO RELY
UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?

Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.
Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.
Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries
or the White giant Panda to China.

Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.
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