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which has the goal of securing 20 Landscape Areas by 
the Year 2020 -- each comprised of 100 + breeding snow 
leopards protected with the full support of the local 
communities. Conservationists consider snow leopards to 
be an environmental barometer, along with providing an 
"umbrella" for conserving the fragile mountain ecosystem 
and its wide array of plants and animals.  Indeed, biodiversity 
conservation plays an important role in contributing toward 
human prosperity, especially in remote rural areas. However, 
there is an urgent need to resolve human-wildlife conflict 
resulting from livestock depredation by predators like the 
snow leopards or wolf.  

The Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC), in partnership 
with Mountain Spirit and funded by The Asia Foundation 
and Australian Government, recently conducted an 
assessment of Nepal's new government structures on 
current and future conservation programs. Central to this  
process is the devolution of powers and authority from 
central authorities to local communities -- a process fully 
in synchronisation with the GSLEP priority of empowering 
local communities and ensuring culturally appropriate, grass-
roots driven stewardship. The time is ripe for government, 
NGOs and local institutions to engage local people in snow 
leopard conservation programs, while building on Nepal's 
world-wide reputation as a proven leader for fostering 
effective community-based institutions that have been 
operating on the ground for the past 2 -3 decades. Let's act 
in unison that ensure a better future for the beautiful snow 
leopard and the people who share its habitat! 

Editorial
Nepal's New Constitution Brings New Opportunities 
for Conservation

In this editorial, we highlight three recent developments of 
special significance to snow leopard conservation in Nepal 
as well as globally.

In September 2017 the IUCN reclassified snow leopards 
from Endangered to the next lower threat status, namely 
Vulnerable. This change was unanimously endorsed by 
all eight reviewers who scrutinized the latest Red List 
assessment conducted by a team of five leading snow 
leopard experts. They based their determination on the 
lowest published and widely agreed-to minimum population 
of 4,000 snow leopards, concluding the number of adults 
capable of breeding likely exceeded the maximum threshold 
number of less than 2,500 to qualify for Endangered status.  
In addition, they noted population was not undergoing the 
required steep decline of at least 20% over two generations.  

Another team of more than 20 researchers completed a 
study that suggests snow leopards may be comprised of three 
subspecies (see article on page 35 of this issue). If confirmed, 
and with the global Red List assessment completed, the door 
will be opened for regional or country-based Red Listing 
and the targeting of more vulnerable subpopulations or 
management units.

Nepal is among the 12 range states supporting the Global 
Snow Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP), 
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Almost 15-16 years ago the locals of Dolphu village in the 
Mugu district went to a place called Pugchyaang to collect 
Jimbu (chive) in the month of September. While they were 
living inside a cave talking noisily and cooking tea and 
Dhindo (porridge like meal), a cub of snow leopard aged 
between 5-6 months came down with an awkward gait and 
like a domestic cat sat in front of them. The villagers were 
dumbfounded.

The cub looked frail so one of the villagers covered it with 
his blanket and tied it’s legs to a stake with a rope. They 
did not have any meat but fed it with whatever they had. 
However it only tasted the food and drank some water. It is 
said that the cub died after 3-4 days. It was an amazing event 
to the villagers and which the Doplhu residents still talk 
about all these years later.

We had the opportunity to observe interesting behavior of 
two cubs aged between 5-6 months in a video recorded by 
a local in the Dolpa district. For instance, a few of the scenes 
in the recordings ran like this; a hungry cub of snow leopard 
is hurriedly gnawing on the neck of dead calf of a yak. A 
villager was standing by with a thick stick and the tip of his 
shoe was touching the cub. There are other 8-9 villagers 
nearby who were laughing and shouting but the cub ignored 
them and continued to eat the carcass. Suddenly, the villager 
bashed the cub with the thick stick ignoring others’ warning 
not to beat it. However, the cub did not react and continued 
to enjoy the meal. Then a villager pulled a leg of the dead calf 
but the cub did not care.

In another video recording the villagers hung an empty 
Redbull can around the cub’s neck and it was seen eating 

the carcass of the dead yak. Then a man tugged the tail of 
the cub and another man yanked the carcass, leaving both 
the carcass and the cub hanging in the air even then the cub 
did not leave its grip on the carcass. It must have been very 
hungry indeed, showing no fear for humans.

The villagers though it is illegal then dragged both young 
cats, poking them with a stick. The cubs walked and limped 
along and then ran into a herd of yaks. Some yaks hit and 
threw both cubs up in the air a couple of times wounding 
them. At the end the villagers dragged both cubs by their tail 
and dumped them in a pit.

Even the puppies and kittens react when human beings are 
around them but both of the cubs were surprisingly oblivious 
to the human presence in the recordings. Dr. Rodney 
Jackson told me that similar behaviors of the snow leopards 
cubs and human tormenters have been recorded in Pakistan 
also. Just a few days ago I watched a video in YouTube where 
a female snow leopard with three cubs wanted to cross 
a stream somewhere in Russia. She crossed the stream by 
holding her two cubs one-by-one in her mouth. The third 
young cat, however, was following its mother and crossed 
the stream on its own.

There is no doubt that an adult snow leopard will hardly ever 
ignore our presence in the way the cubs did in this video. 
Even if they get a faint smell of a human being, they will run 
away. It is believed that the snow leopard sees us more often 
then we see it in the wild. From these recordings we can 
also infer that these cubs of snow leopard were probably 
highly deprived of the natural fear and intuition of people. 

Karan Bahadur Shah

Snow Leopard

Article

Insights and cubs of
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The newly born babies of wild animals demonstrate diverse 
behaviors when it comes to eating, perception of enemies, 
self-defense etc. Babies of fish, frog, lizard, turtle, snake etc. 
do not have to learn from their parents as they have inborn 
qualities and intuition necessary to survive. Birds feed and 
teach their babies in the nest as well as after they learn to fly. 
Perhaps the chicks also learn many other things from their 
mothers during this period. The babies of mammals learn to 
seek sustenance immediately after they are born. So much 
so that they find the udder and teats of their mother and 
learn to suckle even though they are still blind and look like a 
bundle of meat without any hair on the skin. Snow leopards 
follow their mother for another 18 or more month, before 
they depart and survive on their own afterwards.

In this context, the behavior of snow leopard’s cubs seems 
strange if we analyze the video. It can be concluded here 
that the cubs of snow leopard know how to eat but do not 

know other many essential insights that are vital for their 
survival. We deduced the mother of these young cats either 
died or these cubs had somehow lost their way and became 
separated from their mother. We can also guess that these 
young offspring of snow leopard were yet to learn many 
things in the wild, otherwise the cubs would have almost 
certainly run away from the villagers. In reality, the snow 
leopard cubs stay with their mother almost for two years 
learning all necessary insights and intuition for surviving on 
their own in the wild. The cubs of tiger and the common 
leopard also stay with their mother for a period between 
1.5 and 2 years for the very reason.

Irrespective of their size, all the wild animals require essential 
insights in order to perceive imminent threats, identify their 
enemies or other predators and to defend themselves. 
Usually these insights are inborn by many species, however, 
apparently not in the case of the young cats in these video 
recordings as explained above.

k[i7 5 l lxp“ lrt'jf
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– s/g axfb'/ zfx

cGt1f{g / 
lxp“ lrt'jfsf] 8d?x? 

cfheGbf !%–!^ jif{ cl3sf] s'/f xf] d'u' lhNnfsf] 8f]Nk'm ufpFsf  

s]xL dflg;x¿ czf}h dlxgfdf lhDa' ;+sng ug{ ufpFaf6 em08} 

b'O{ lbgdf k'lug] k'uRofª elgg] 7fpFdf uPsf lyP . ltgLx¿ cf]8f/

df a;]sf lyP, / Ps lbg laxfg} ltgLx¿ xf]xNnf ub}{ lrof / l9+8f] 

ksfpFb} lyP crfgs dflylNt/af6 Pp6f cGbfhL %–^ dlxgfsf] 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] aRrf -8d?_ d'lZsnn] lx+8\b} 3/kfn'jf la/fnf] e}+m 

6'Kn'Ss pgLx¿sf] ;fd'Gg] cfP/ pleof] . tL ufpFn]x¿ Tof] b]v]/ 

csdSs k/] .

Tof] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d? cToGt} sdhf]/ b]lvGYof] . Pp6f 

ufpFn]n] cfk"mn] cf]l9/x]sf]] sfDnf]n] To; 8d?nfO{ 5f]Kb\of] / 

ltgLx¿n] To;sf] v'§fdf 8f]/Ln] afFw] / Tof] 8f]/L  sf7sf] lsnf]df  

afFlwof] . pgLx¿;Fu df;' lyPg t}klg cfk"mn] vfg] u/]sf] vfgf 

To; 8d?nfO{ lbg] u/] . p;n] rfv] h:tf] dfq u¥of]{, t/ kfgL 

eg] clncln lkpFYof] . ;'lgof] #–$ lbgkl5 Tof] 8d? d¥of] . 

ufpFn]x¿sf] nflu Tof] Pp6f crDdsf] 36gf lyof], h'g oltsf 

jif{kl5 klg 8f]Nk'm e]usf ufpFn]x¿sf] d'vaf6 ;'Gg kfOG5 .

Uft jif{ 8f]Nkfdf klg lxpF lrt'jfsf] b'O{j6f cGbfhL %–^ dlxgfsf 

8d?x¿n] crDdsf] aflg Joxf]/f b]vfPsf] 36gf Pp6f :yfgLo 

dflg;n] lvr]sf] lel8of] x]g]{ df}sf kfpFbf b]lvof] . To; lel8of]

df ePsf s]xL b[Zox¿ o:tf lyP– Pp6f sfnf] /+u ePsf] d/]sf]  
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rf}F/Lsf] aRrfsf] 3fF6Llg/ Pp6f lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d?n] xtfl/P/ vfFb} 

u/]sf] x'G5, 8d? w]/} ef]sfPsf] h:tf] b]lvG5 . pm;+u} xftdf 

Pp6f df]6f] n¶L lnPsf] Pshgf ufpFn] plePsf] x'G5, h:sf] v'§fsf] 

h'Qfn] Tof] 8d?nfO{ 5f]O/x]sf] x'G5 . cGo *–( hgf ufpFn]x¿ 

pm glhs} pleP/ crDd dfGb} xfF:b}, s/fpFb} xf]xNnf ul//x]sf 

x'G5g\, t/ Tof] 8d? tL dflg;x¿nfO{ a]jf:tf ub}{ l;gf] vfgd} 

dUg  x'G5 . TolQs}df ufpFn]x¿n] …gu/Ú eGbfeGb} xftdf n¶L 

lnPsf] pQm dflg;n] To; 8d?sf] lk7\o'df n¶Ln] lxsf{pF5 t/ 

klg 8d?n] s'g} k|ltlqmof b]vfpFb}g / cfk"mnfO{ l;gf] vfg'df g} 

Jo:t /fVb5 . To;kl5 Pshgfn] Tof] rf}F/Lsf] d/]sf] aRrfsf] 

v'§f tfGb5, o;kfnL klg vfgfdf Jo:t ePsf] 8d?n] jf:t}  

ub}{g . 

csf]{ lel8of]df 8d?sf] 3fF6Ldf ufpFn]n] …/]8a'nÚ sf] a§f  

e'm08\ofpF5g\ / To;kl5 Tof] 8d? klg rf}F/Lsf] l;gf] vfFb} u/]sf] 

b]lvG5 . l;gf] vfFb} u/]sf] To; 8d?sf] k'R5/ ;dft]/ Pp6f 

dflg;n] tfG5 eg] csf]{ dflg;n] Tof] l;gf]nfO{ ;dft]/ tfG5 . 

o;/L b'j}lt/ tfGb} ubf{ Psk6s l;gf] / 8d? xfjfdf e'mlnG5g\, 

t} klg 8d?n] l;gf]nfO{ 5f]8\b}g, d'vn] Rofk]sf] RofKo} ub{5 . 

dflg;sf] 8/ gePsf] b]Vbf jf:tj d} 8d? ef]sfPsf] x'g'k5{ .  

To;kl5 tL b'j} 8d?x¿nfO{ ufpFn]x¿n] n¶Ln] 3f]Rb} 8f]¥ofpF5g\, 

tL n8\b} lx8\5g\, oBkL o:tf sfo{x? u}/ sfg'gL x'g\ . b'j} 8d? 

rb}{ u/]sf ofs÷rf}F/Lsf] e'm08 glhs cfOk'U5g\, tL rf}F/L dWo]sf 

s]xLn] tL b'j} 8d?x¿nfO{ @–# k6s g/fd|f];Fu xfjf d} p5fn]/ 

lxsf{pF5g\ . cGtdf tL b'j} 8d?nfO{ ufpFn]n] k'R5/ ;dft]/ tfGb} 

r§fg glhs ePsf] vfN8f]df kmflNbG5g\ . 

tL b'j} lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d?x¿n] cfˆgf] glhs ePsf] dflg;sf] 

pkl:yltnfO{ o;/L a]jf:tf u/]sf] b]lvof] ls zfob To;/L t 3/

kfn'jf s's'/ la/fn]sf] aRrfn] klg ub}{gg\ xf]nf . lxpF lrt'jfsf] 

8d?n] o:t} Joxf]/f b]vfPsf] / dfG5]n] oftgf lbPsf] o:t} 

36gf kfls:tfgdf klg clen]vg ul/Psf] s'/f d}n] lxpF lrt'jf  

ljz]if1 8f=/8\gL HofSzgaf6 klg ;'g]sf] lyPF . s]xL lbg cl3dfq 

d}n] ?;sf] s'g} 7fpFdf Pp6f kf]yL lxpF lrt'jfn] cfˆgf] tLgj6f 

8d?x¿dWo] b'O{j6fnfO{ Pskl5 csf]{ ub}{ cfˆgf] d'vn] ltgsf] 

ub{gdf Rofk]/ Pp6f ;fgf] vf]nf tf/]sf] t/ t];|f] 8d?n] cfdfn]  

vf]nf t/]e}+m cfk}m t/]sf] o"6o'adf x]/]sf] lyPF . 

o; s'/fdf s'g} z+sf 5}g ls jo:s lxpF lrt'jfn] 8d?x¿n] 

u/]e}m+ cfk"m;Fu} dflg;sf] pkl:yltnfO{ slxNo} a]jf:tf  

ub}{gg\, dflg;sf] u+w dfq} yfxf kfPdf 6f9}af6 pgLx¿ s'n]nd  

7f]S5g\ . To;} sf/0f …k|s[ltdf dflg;n] lxpF lrt'jf b]Vg'eGbf 

sO{ u'0ff a9L lxpF lrt'jfn] dflg;x¿nfO{ b]V5Ú, eGg] ljZjf;  

ul/G5 . To;y{ pk/f]Qm 36gfx¿sf] clen]vaf6 xfdLn] s] 

cg'dfg nufpg ;Sb5f}+ eg] tL lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d?x¿df zfob 

cGt1f{g cyf{t\ cfk}m cfpg] a'l4sf] w]/} sdL lyof] . 

k|s[ltdf e/v/} hGd]sf hLjhGt'x¿sf] aRrfx¿n] vfgf vfg], 

zq'nfO{ lrGg], cfTd/Iff ug]{ h:tf s'/fx¿df w]/} ljljwtf  

b]vfpFb5g\ . df5f, Eofu'tf], If]kf/f], s5'jf, ;k{ OToflbsf aRrfx¿ 

hGdhft g} cfk"m afFRgsf] nflu rflxg] s'/fx¿ l;s]/ cfPsf 

x'G5g\ / cfdfafa'n] l;sfpg' kb}{g . r/fx¿sf] aRrfnfO{ u'F8df 

ePsf] avtdf dfq geP/ kl5 s]xL lbg;Dd cfdf–afa'n] v'jfpg] 

u/]sf] b]lvG5, zfob oxL cjlwdf cfdf–afa'af6 cGo s'/fx¿ 

klg l;S5g\ xf]nf . :gtwf/Lsf oL aRrfx¿n] hGd] b]lvg vfgf 

vfg l;s]sf x'G5g\, slt;Dd eg] Psbd} c+wf] / 5fnfdf /f}+ 

;d]t geP/ hGd]sfx¿ ;d]t cfˆgL cfdfsf] b"w cfk}m vf]h]/ 

r':g] u/]sf x'G5g\ . lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] !* dlxgf jf Tof] eGbf 

a9L cfdf;Fu} lx+88'n u5{g\, To;kl5 cfdfnfO{ 5f8]/ :jtGq hLjg 

ofkg ub{5g\ . 

o; kl/k|]Ifdf ;f] lel8of]nfO{ ljZn]if0f ubf{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d¿x¿sf] 

Jojxf/ crDdsf] b]lvG5 . oxfF j0f{g ul/Psf 36gfx¿n] lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] aRrfx¿ hGd]b]lvg vfgf vfg t hfGbf /x]5g\ t/ 

afFRgsf] nflu rflxg] cGo s'/fx¿sf] 1fg k6Ss} x'Fbf] /x]g5 eGg] 

k'li6 ul/lbPsf] 5 . oL 36gfx¿df tL 8d?x¿sf] cfdfx¿sf] 

s'g} sf/0fj; d[To' ePsf] jf pgLx¿ cfˆgf 8d?x¿af6 s;}

ul/ 5lnPsf] jf 5'l§Psf] c8\sn nufpg ;lsG5 / cfdf lagfsf 

6'x'/f tL 8d?x¿nfO{ cfdfn] l;sfpg'kg]{ w]/} s'/fx¿ afFsL g} 

/x]5g\ eGg ;lsG5, gq eg] dflg;x¿ b]Vgf;fy ltgLx¿ 

cjZo g} efUg kg]{ lyof] . oyfy{df lxpF lrt'jfsf 8d?x¿ cfˆgL 

cfdf;Fu em08} @ jif{;Dd ;fy} /xG5g\, oxL cjlwdf ltgLx¿n] 

;dofg';f/ k|s[ltdf cfk}m afFRgsf] nflu rflxg] s'/fx¿ l;S5g\ . 

kf6]af3 / lrt'jfsf 8d?x¿ klg o;} sf/0fn] !=% b]lv @ jif{;Dd 

cfˆgL cfdf;Fu} /xg] u/]sf x'G5g\  .

;fgf], 7"nf] h] h:tf] hLjhGt' ePtf klg afFRgsf] nflu k|s[ltdf 

vt/f dxz'; ug'{, cfˆgf] zq'x¿sf] klxrfg ug'{, cfk'mnfO{ /Iff 

ug'{ OToflb h:tf s'/fx¿ cToGt} cfjZos x'G5g\ . oL s'/fx¿ 

cfwf/e"t cGt1f{gsf] ?kdf w]/} h;f]n] hGdbfb]lv g} k|fKt u/]sf 

x'G5g\ t/ lel8of]df b]vfPsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf 8d?x¿sf] xsdf eg] 

To;f] ePsf] kfOPg .
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Article

through environmental education

Nepalese teenager Ramesh Sunar grew up considering 
animals more as targets for his slingshot than as part of 
a healthy ecosystem. As a Snow Leopard Scout, his trail 
cameras captured the images of six wild snow leopards, and 
suddenly a conservationist was born.  

Across the twelve snow leopard range countries, 
Environmental Education (EE), first introduced some 40 
years ago, is considered a critical component in combatting 
poaching of these leopards and their prey, and in reducing 
conflicts between the cats and livestock herders. 

Yet, in a 2011 interview for the online magazine Yale 
Environment 360, marine conservationist Charles Saylan 
declared,  “Environmental education has failed because 
it’s not keeping pace with . . . human impacts on the 
environment.” He went on to propose that part of the 
solution is for environmental values become a central part 
of public education.

While public education is free throughout the snow leopard 
range countries, EE is largely excluded from school curricula. 
And while many urban centers have good educational 
facilities, remote mountain schools often lack even basic 
amenities. Rural teacher absenteeism and turnover may be 
high, and teachers may not have training in EE. 

Political realities can also affect teachers’ ability to embrace 
SL-EE. Snow leopards inhabit border regions, where 
international conflicts affect conservation action. In some 
regions, government officials poach wildlife with impunity 
because local communities dare not expose them. In far 
west Nepal in the early 2000’s, the successful Junior Ranger 
program was curtailed by the Maoist revolution and the 
flight into exile of three key partners. 

We have learned that the work of changing attitudes in 
favour of protecting the natural environment is complex, 

time-consuming and costly, yet many donors provide grants 
on just a 3-year cycle. Still, and remarkably, we have seen EE 
thrive in the range countries, and become more and more 
driven by passionate young in-country conservationists. A 
few examples:

In Ladakh, northern India, SLC partners produced a 
program, “Ri Gyancha,” (Jewels of the Mountains), launched 
by His Holiness The Dalai Lama and the then Minister for 
Environment and Forests.  The central resource kit included 
a teachers’ manual, a handbook on Ladakh’s unique wildlife, 
and over eighty EE interactive games and activities. The 
program culminated with a small village improvement 
project and a special event for students to share what they 
learned with their families.  The program was ultimately 
implemented in 45 schools, and served as a model for a 
similar program in Bhutan.

In Mongolia, EE is delivered via Nomadic Nature Trunks, 
traveling “classrooms in a box.” The trunks contain materials 
similar to Ri Gyancha, but specific to Mongolian biodiversity 
and conservation concerns, including plush animals, track 
casts and fake scat, books and games. The trunks are also 
a resource for the wider community; national park staff 
employed a trunk as part of a cross-border summer camp 
with Mongolian, Chinese, and Russian participants.  

In Nepal, SLC was a sponsor of the school-based Junior 
Ranger program, launched in the 2011 by a multinational 
partnership in Dunai, gateway to Shey Phoksundo National 
Park. Despite its unfortunate demise, this EE program had 
a positive impact: today one “graduate” has just begun 
her career, working with WWF; another is studying for a 
doctorate in integrative conservation.

Current EE efforts supported by SLC under a partnership 
with Global Primate Network include Snow Leopard Scouts, 
centered in the Annapurna Conservation Area.  At the annual 
overnight camp, students like Ramesh are taught camera 
trapping and other techniques in snow leopard research and 
monitoring.  These young Scouts made history when one 
of their trail cameras captured a forest leopard (Panthera 
pardus). In 2017, Snow Leopard Scouts also produced their 
first Snow Leopard Day festival.

The dynamic young leaders of GPN had launched a radio 
program, “Surroundings of the Snow Leopard,” which 
reached some 50,000 people in mountain communities.

Darla Hillard

Snow Leopards
Saving
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Since 2010, Russia’s Altai Republic has led the way in 
developing and expanding Leopard Day Festivals, assisted 
by SLC, WWF-Russia, and the Altai Republic’s Education 
Ministry. 

Snow leopards are totem animals for the indigenous Altaians, 
but during Soviet times they nearly forgot their ancient 
practices that reaffirmed their connections to their sacred 
lands and animals. The festivals aim to revive these traditions, 
through middle-school art contests, traditional dances, plays 
and other activities that embrace the sacred snow leopard.

The first cross-border Snow Leopard Day festival was held 
in the Mongolian Altai in 2017, a collaboration facilitated by 
SLC and WWF.

These programs are highly popular among teachers, students, 
and the general public. Program leaders give enthusiastic 
reports about teaching and learning where the classroom is 
often outside in nature.

However, when it comes to monitoring and evaluation, there 
is a great deal of room for improvement. What are outputs, 

outcomes, and impacts? What is an indicator of success? 
How long is a long term assessment? Unless we monitor 
our progress, how do we know if we are succeeding?

Our tendency has been to go with our gut instinct that early 
EE will lead children to become adult conservationists. We 
can cite our two former Junior Rangers, as proof that this 
can be true, but I also feel strongly that we need to move 
from awareness-raising to conservation action.

Ramesh became the first “Scout Teacher,” passing on his 
experience to the younger Scouts. He believes the snow 
leopard photos he has shared with his community are having 
an impact. This may be seen as the start to growing more 
Citizen Scientists.

If ever there was a symbol of wild nature, and thus a unifying 
force for conservation action, snow leopards are it. They are 
beautiful, mysterious, rare, and sacred. I believe we can count 
on the current generation of EE leaders to pass on to central 
Asia’s children both an understanding of their homelands’ 
biodiversity and the desire to protect it.
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;+/If0f

g]kfnL lszf]/ /d]z ;'gf/ hgfj/x?nfO{ Ps :j:Yo kfl/
l:ylts k|0ffnLsf] lx:;f eGbfklg pgsf] u'n]nLsf] lzsf/sf 
?kdf ln+b} x's{] . t/ ca pgL lxpF lrt'jf :sfp6 ag] . ha pgsf]  
6«]n Sofd/fn] 5 j6f h+unL lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] tl:j/x¿ s}b u¥of] 
ta crfgs /d]z ;'gf/sf] ?kdf Ps ;+/If0fsdL{sf] hGd eof] .

lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] !@ j6f /fi6«x¿ d} jftfj/0fLo lzIff, klxnf] 
k6s em08} $) jif{ klxn] z'? ePsf] xf] . lxpF lrt'jf / ltgsf] 
cfxf/f k|hfltx¿sf] rf]/L lzsf/ lj?4 n8\g tyf lxpF lrt'jfx¿ / 
ufO{j:t' uf]7fnf aLrsf] åGå sd ug{ ;+/If0f lzIffnfO{ dxTjk"0f{ 
efusf] ?kdf lnOG5 . 

tyflk ;g\ @)!! df on Pgefo/d]G6 #^) gfds Ps cgnfOg 
klqsfnfO{ lbPsf] cGt{jftf{df ;d'Gb| ;+/If0f ug{] cleofgdf  
h'6]sf rfN;{ ;fOnfgn] 3f]if0ff u/] …jftfj/0fLo lzIff c;kmn 
ePsf] 5 . lsgsL h'g ultdf clxn] jftfj/0fdf gsf/fTds 
k|efj k/]sf] 5 o;sf] t'ngfdf jftfj/0fLo lzIff lgs} kl5  
k/]sf] 5Ú, pgL yK5g\, …jftfj/0fLo d"Nox?nfO{ ;fj{hlgs lzIffsf]  
s]Gb|df /fVg' ;d:ofsf] Pp6f ;dfwfg x'g ;S5 .Ú

lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x?df 
;fj{hlgs lzIff lgz'Ns ePtfklg 
jftfj/0fLo lzIff eg] k|foM h;f] 
ljBfno:t/Lo kf7\os|ddf  
;dfj]z ul/Psf] 5}g . ;fy} w]/} 
zx/L If]qx?df z}lIfs ;'ljwfx? 
pknAw ePtfklg lxdfnL e]usf 
b'u{d ljBfnox?df eg] cfwf/e"t 
;'ljwfx? klg 5}gg\ . u|fdL0f  
e]udf sfd ug{] lzIfsx?df uon 
x'g] / hfuL/ 5f8\g] ljs/fn ;d:of 
5 eg] pgLx?n] jftfj/0fLo lzIff 
;DaGwL tflnd glnPsf] klg x'g 
;S5 . 

xfd|f] /fhg}lts oyfy{tfn] klg 
lxpF lrt'jf / jftfj/0fLo lzIffnfO{ 
cfTd;ft ug{] IfdtfnfO{ k|efj  
kfb{5 . lxpF lrt'jfsf w]/}h;f] 
jf;:yfgx? ;Ldf If]qx?df kg{] 

ePsfn] cGt{/fli6«o åGåsf sf/0fn] ;+/If0fsf sfdx? k|efljt 
x'G5g\ . s]xL :yfgx?df t ;/sf/L clwsf/Lx? g} b08lxgtfn] 
k|>o kfPsf sf/0fn] r]f/L lzsf/Ldf ;+nUg x'G5g\ t/ :yfgLo 
afl;Gbfx? o; af/]df s]xL eGg ;Sb}gg\ . g]kfnsf] ;'b'/ 
klZrd If]qdf ;g\ @))) sf] z'?lt/ ;kmntfk"j{s ;+rfng  
eO/x]sf] ;xfos /]Gh/ sfo{s|d dfcf]jfbL åGåsf sf/0f 
aGb eof] / # j6f d'Vo ;fem]bf/x? pQm sfo{s|d 5f8]/ g]kfn  
aflxl/P .

xfdLn] l;ls;s]sf 5f}+ ls k|fs[lts jftfj/0f ;+/If0f af/]df 
cfdwf/0ffdf kl/jt{g Nofpg] sfd hl6n, ;do nfUg] / vlr{nf] 
5 . olt x'Fbf x'Fb} klg w]/}h;f] bftfx?n] tLg jif{] cjlwsf nflu 
dfq ;xfotf pknAw u/fpg] ub{5g\ . tyflk / pNn]vlgo ?kdf 
lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x?df /fd|};Fu sfd ul//x]sf] 5 / ;DalGwt  
b]zsf hf]lznf o'jf ;+/If0fsdL{x?n] emg  cufl8 a9fPsf 5g\ .  
s]xL pbfx/0fx¿ tn k|:t't ul/Psf 5g\ M

pQ/ ef/tsf] n2fvdf :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]lG; -P;Pnl;_ sf  
;fem]bf/x?n] …l/ UofGrfÚ cyjf …lxdfnsf] uxgfÚ gfds 
sfo{s|d tof/ u/]sf 5g\ . pQm sfo{s|dsf] cgfj/0f bnfO{ nfdf 
/ tfTsflng jftfj/0f / jg dGqLn]  u/]sf x'g\ . pQm sfo{s|d 

jftfj/0fLo lzIffsf dfWodaf6

– 8fnf{ lxnf8{

lxp“ lrt'jfx?sf] 
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;+/If0f
cGt{ut lzIfsx?nfO{ z}lIfs ;fdfu|Lsf] ?kdf lZIfssf]  
lgb]{lzsf, n2fvsf clåtLo jGohGt'x?sf] af/]df  
n]lvPsf] k':ts / *) j6f eGbf a9L cGtls{|ofTds v]nx? / 
ultljlwx?sf af/]df ;fdfu|Lx? k|bfg ul/G5 . o:tf] sfo{s|d 
Pp6f ;fgf] ufFp ;'wf/ ug{] kl/of]hgf / ljBfyL{x?n] ufFpsf  
kl/jf/x?;Fu a;]/ sfd ubf{ s] s:tf] cg'ej u/] ;f] ;'gfP/ 
;dfKt x'G5 . of] sfo{s|d kl5 uP/ $% j6f ljBfnox¿df 
sfof{Gjog ul/Psf] lyof] / e'6fgdf klg o;nfO{ gd'gf 
sfo{s|dsf ?kdf k|of]u ul/Psf] lyof] . 

d+uf]lnofdf jftfj/0fLo lzIff lbgsf nflu lkm/Gt] k|fs[lts 
afs; -gf]dfl8s g]r/ 6+«s_ jf 3'DtL sIffx? pkof]u ul/G5 . 
o:tf afs;x?df l/ UofGrfdf h:t} z}lIfs ;fdfu|Lx? x'G5g\ t/  
d+uf]lnofsf] h}ljs ljljwtf / ToxfFsf ;+/If0f ;aGwL rf;f]x?nfO{ 
Wofgdf /fv]/ g/d sk8faf6 agfOPsf hgfj/sf gd"gfx? / 
pgLx?sf] kfOnfsf] gd"gfx¿ / lai6fsf] gd'gfx¿ tyf k':ts / 
v]nx? ;d]t ;dfj]z ul/Psf x'G5g\ . o:tf 6+«s jf afs;x? 
cGo w]/} ;d'bfodf ;|f]t ;fdu|Lx¿sf ?kdf k|of]u ul/G5g\ . 
pbfx/0fsf nflu o:tf 6+«s jf afs;x? d+uf]lnof, lrlgofF / 
?;L ;Ldf If]qsf gful/sx?nfO{ ;d/ SofDksf] ;dodf klg 
ljt/0f ul/G5g\ . 

g]kfndf :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]lG; -P;Pnl;_ sf] k|fof]hg /  
ax'/fli6«o ;fe]mbf/Ldf ljBfnodf cfwfl/t ;xfos /]Gh/ sfo{s|d 
;g\ @)!! b]lv z] kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'+hsf] k|j]zåf/ eg]/ 
lrlgg]  b'g}df z'? ul/Psf] lyof] . ;f] sfo{s|dsf] b'vfGt cGTo 
ePtfklg To;n] ;sf/fTds k|efj kf/]sf] lyof] . pbfx/0fsf nflu 
To; sfo{s|dsf] Pshgf ;xefuLn] xfn}dfq ljZj jGohGt'  
sf]ifdf cfˆgf] hLjgj[lQsf] z'?jft u/]sf 5g\ eg] csf{] Pshgfn] 
cGtls{|ofTds ;+/If0fdf ljBfjfl/wL ub{}5g\ .

xfn P;Pn;L / Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{sf] ;fem]bf/Ldf 
jftfj/0fLo lzIffsf nflu u/]sf] k|of;df cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qdf  
s]lGb|t :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6 sfo{s|d xf] . o; sfo{s|d cGt{ut  
cfof]hgf ul/g] aflif{s SofDkx?df /d]z h:tf ljBfyL{x?nfO{ 
lxpF lrt'jf cg'udgsf nflu Sofd/fx? h8fg ug{] / cGo 
k|ljlwx? l;sfOG5 . o:tf :sfp6x?n] Oltxf; g} /r]sf 5g\ 
ha logLx?n] h8fg u/]sf] Pp6f Sofd/fdf lrt'jfsf] tl:j/  
s}b ePsf] lyof] . ;g\ @)!& df :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6x?n] pgLx?sf] 
klxnf] lxpF lrt'jf lbj;sf] klg cfof]hgf u/]sf lyP . 

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6j{ssf ultlzn o'jfx?n] ;/fplG8ª; ckm 
:gf] n]k8{ -lxpF lrt'jfsf] j/k/_ gfds /]l8of] sfo{s|dsf] klg 
z'?jft u/]sf lyP h;sf lxdfnL ;d'bfosf cg'dflgt %),))) 
hgf hlt >f]tfx? lyP . 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]lG;, 8An'8An'Pkm ?; / cntfO{ u0ftGqsf] 
lzIff dGqfnosf] ;xof]udf ;g\ @)!) b]lv ?;sf] cntfO{ 
u0ftGqn] lxpF lrt'jf lbj; dgfpgsf nflu  cu|;/tf lnPsf] 5 .

:yfgLo /}yfg] cntfO{sf afl;Gbfx?sf nflu lxpF lrt'jf  
eg]sf] b]zsf] /fli6«o hgfj/x? xf] t/ ;f]leot zf;gsf] ;dodf 
lxpF lrt'jf h:tf hgfj/ / :yfgx?;+u pgLx?sf] ;DaGwnfO{ 

k|uf9 agfpg] k|flrg k|rngx? Em08} em08} lal;{Psf lyP .  
dxf]T;jx?n] dfWoflds txsf ljBfyL{x? aLr snf k|ltof]lutf,  
k/Dk/fut gfrufg, gf6s nufot lxpF lrt'jfsf af/]df sfo{s|dx?  
cfof]hgf u/]/ pgLx?sf k/Dk/fnfO{ k'glh{ljt ug{] p2]Zo lnPsf 
5g\ .  

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L / 8An'8An'Pkmsf] ;xof]udf ;g\ @)!& 
df cntfO{df klxnf] ax'/fli6«o ;Ldf If]qLo lxpF lrt'jf lbj;  
cfof]hgf ePsf] lyof] . oL sfo{s|dx? lzIfs, ljBfyL{ / 
;j{;fwf/0f dfem Psbd} ?rfOPsf 5g\ . sfo{qmdsf cu'jfx¿n] 
k|fs[lts jftfj/0fd} k9fpFbfsf] cg'ejsf af/]df ;sf/fTds Pj+ 
hf]l;nf] k|ltj]bg lbPsf 5g\ . 

tyflk cg'udg / d"Nofª\sgsf] s'/f ubf{ o:tf sfo{s|dx?df 
w]/} g} ;'wf/ ug{'kg{] b]lvG5 . h:t} sfo{s|dx?af6 s] k|efj 
k/], kl/0ffd / s] pknlAw eP < ;kmntfsf ;"rsx? s] s]  
x'g\ < lb3{sfnLg ?kdf d"Nofª\sg ug{ slt ;do nfU5 < olb 
pknlAw / k|ultsf] cg'udg ul/Pg eg] xfdL ;kmn eO/x]sf 5f}+ 
eg]/ s;/L yfxf kfpg] <

xfd|f] k|foM u/L cfˆg} cGtd{gsf] ;f]rfO{;Fu hfg] k|j[lQ x'G5 / 
xfdLnfO{ nfU5 ls jftfj/0fLo lzIffn] s]6fs]6Lx?nfO{ jo:s 
ePkl5 cg'ejL ;+/If0fsdL{ agfpF5 . k|df0fsf] ?kdf dfly 
pbfx/0f lbOPsf b'Oj6f ;xfos /]Gh/x?nfO{ lng ;lsG5 . t/ 
dnfO{ nfU5 ls ca xfdL r]tgf dfq hufpg] x}g ls ;+/If0f ug{] 
sfo{ tkm{ nfUg' h?/L 5 . 

/d]z klxnf] :sfp6 lzIfs ag] h;n] cfˆgf cg'ejx?nfO{ 
pgL eGbf sd pd]/sf :sfp6x?nfO{ afF8] . pgn] ;d'bfodf  
afF8]sf lxp+F lrt'jfsf tl:a/x?n] dlg;x?df ;sf/fTds k|efj  
kfl//x]sf] 5 eGg] pgnfO{ nfu]sf] 5 . /d]zsf] of] sfdn] cfufdL 
lbgx¿df w]/} gful/s j}1flgsx¿ pTkfbg x'g] ;+s]t ub{5 . 

olb k|s[ltsf] s'g} ;l6s k|lts st} 5 eg] / ;+/If0fsf] k|of;nfO{ 
afFWg] s'g} zlQm 5 eg] of] lxpF lrt'jfx¿ g} xf] . lxpF lrt'jfx? 
;'Gb/, /x:odoL, b'n{e 5g\ / sltko :yfgdf b]jtfsf] ?kdf 
;d]t dflgG5g\ . d ljZjf; ub{5' ls jftfj/0fLo lzIff lbg] 
sfo{sf] g]t[Tj ug]{ jt{dfg lk+9Ln] dWo Plzofsf s]6fs]6Lx?nfO{ 
pgLx?sf] b]zsf] h}ljs ljljwtfsf af/]df a'emfpg] / o;nfO{  
hf]ufpg] O{R5f k|s6 u/fpg] 5g\ . 

Ph
ot

o:
 G

PN
/S

LC



The
Snow Leopard|Page 12

Lament of the 

poem

 
Blue sheep
Karan Bahadur Shah

I am ‘Blue Sheep’ in English, but not blue in color
Never I climb down but live in the high mountain forever

I am not a real goat with tiny tail and naked underbelly
Because my chin is free of funny looking goatee 

Curvy and giant are my horns and my body is hairy like a sheep
Ram’s are having thick and long horns but yew’s are short and slim

People hike up the mountains to know me and protect me 
Ecotourism and legal hunting support the local economy 

Scientists know me as a half-goat and half-sheep wild being
I keep the endangered snow leopard fed, alive and running

Our habitats are destroyed and we are in the brink of extinction
We struggle to survive despite the changing climatic condition 

Our homes destroyed, we are poached and interred in the zoo
We play a big role for nature but the poachers are our woes

The earth belongs to all; everyone has a right to life
Shame on those who seize our rights and destroy our hive 
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gfp/sf] 

dnfO{ c+u|]hLdf …An';LkÚ eg] klg d …lgnf] e]8fÚ eg] x}g .

;w}+ pRr lxdfnL e]sdf a:g] u/]sf] x'F, tnlt/ emg]{ u/]sf] 5}g ..

k'R5/ d]/f] 5f]6f] / tnlt/ gf+u} ePklg d c;nL afv|L eg] x}g .

lsgeg] afv||Lh:tf] 5':; k/]sf] bfx|L d]/f] lrpF8f]df 5}g ..

d]/f] 3'ld|Psf 7"nf l;+ux¿ 5g\ e]8fsf] h:tf], z/L/df /f}+ 5g\ w]/} df]6f .

xfd|f]df a'9fsf] l;+u df]6f] / nfdf] x'G5 eg] a'9Lsf] x'G5g\ dl;gf] / 5f]6f ..

d]/f] cWoog ug{ / dnfO{ hf]ufpg eg]/ dflg;x¿ pRr lxdfnL e]sdf hfG5g\ .

nfO;]G; lnP/ lzsf/ tyf kof{–ko{6g ug{ nufP/ wg cfh{gsf] /fd|f] ;|f]t klg dfG5g\ ..

cfwfe]8f / cfwf afv|Lsf] ?k ePsf] jGohGt' eg]/ j}1flgsx¿n] dnfO{ hfg] .

vt/fdf k/]sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] d'Vo cfxf/ k|hflt d g} x'F eGg] dxTjk"0f{ s'/f klg dfg] ..

d]/f] / d]/f] ;Ggltsf] cl:tTj g} vtd x'g yfNof] jf;:yfgsf] clt g} ljgf; eP/ .

afFRgnfO{ ;tt ;+3if{ ub}{ 5', s] eG5 lg Tof] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ ;d]t ;x]/ ..

d]/f] jf;:yfg dfl;G5, d]/f] rf]/L lzsf/ ul/G5, dnfO{ lrl8ofvfgfdf klg /flvG5 .

k|s[ltdf 7"nf] e"ldsf v]Ng] d h:tf]nfO{ cgfxs d} rf]/L lzsf/Lsf] xftaf6 dfl/G5 ..

k[YjL ;a}sf] ;femf w/f]x/ xf], ;a} hLjhGt'nfO{ afFRg] ;dfg clwsf/ 5 .

d]/f] afFRg] clwsf/ vf]:g], d]/f] jf;:yfg lagf; ug]{ hf] sf]xLnfO{ lwSsf/ 5 ..

sljtf

 — s/g axfb'/ zfxugug
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research in the Himalaya is difficult!

Pallas’s cat was discovered only in 2013 in Nepal. The 
background of discovering this beautiful animal is fascinating. 
Currently associated with Global Primate Network, a 
citizen scientist Tashi R. Ghale and his team had carried 
out the snow leopard monitoring research where Pallas’s 
cat had been discovered. Tashi, with the financial and 
technical assistance from Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) 
and National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC)’s 
Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP), had set up 
the camera trap where coincidently the image of Palla’s cat 
was captured. It was the very first recorded image of Pallas’s 
cat image in Nepal’s.   

Although the cat is locally, nationally and internationally 
promoted as the original "Chesire Cat", information on 
the ecology, behavior and conservation threats are sparse 
for this ellusive and primitive cat species. Scientists and 
conservation biologists mostly focus on the large cat species 
like tigers, snow leopards, lions, jaguars. Very little attention 
has been given to small cat species like Pallas’s cat, which 
number more than 30 different sub species. Therefore, GPN 
is giving priority on this rare cat. As it has been only reported 
from Manang in Nepal so far, there is great urgency to 
gather the basic data on its status, occurrence, distribution, 
behavior, biology and conservation needs for preventing it 
from become extinct, at least in Nepal.

Since 2013, GPN has started research and conservation on 
Pallis's cat in Manang aimed at;  (1) carry out  presence/
absence surveys in the all potential habitats of the Pallas’s 
cat in the Annapurna Conservation Area (ACA) between 
elevations of 3000m and 5000m, (2). assess and map the 
distribution of Pallas’s cat in the Annapurna Conservation 
Area, (3) study the general behavior of Pallas’s cat, and (4) 
identify threats to the survival of Pallas’s cat. We have been 
using automatic remote cameras to study this elusive cat. 

Our research had found that the Pallas’s cats live in Manang 
district between 3700 and 5100m within rugged and rocky 
outcrops. It is mostly active at dawn and dusk, following 

the activity cycle  of its main prey species, the  pika. The 
cat is living with other sympatric carnivores like snow 
leopard, wolf, beech marten, red fox, golden jackal, mountain 
weasel in this area. Its occurrence in the area is very rare. 
It is mostly threatened by habitat degradation as a result 
of uncontrolled yak grazing, natural resource exploitation, 
and high disturbance by tourists, Yarsagumba collectors, 
yaks and their herders. It is hoped that the present research 
and findings on the different aspects of its ecology and 
behavior will help in developing conservation strategies for 
its continual survival in the area. 

It is not easy to carry out research on Pallas’s cat in the high 
altitude of Himalayan ecosystem.  Its Himalayan habitats and 
terrain are characterized by very difficult topography, high-
altitudes, rugged and rocky areas with freezing cold at night. 
In addition, the cat is extremely rare and almost impossible to 
observe directly in the field. Even detection rates using non-
invasive cameras are very low. The uncontrolled livestock 
grazing, presence of feral and guarding dogs in the cat's prime 
habitat and the lack of conservation awareness among locals 
and funding sources are the major challenges to Pallas’s cat 
conservation in Nepal. The herders in the Nepalese high 
Himalaya know about the snow leopards, wolves and other 
small cats but not the Pallas’s cat. Therefore, it is important 
to inform the local communities about this very little-known 
cat through community outreach programs (e.g. poster/
brochure distribution, school education, training on the cat-
friendly grazing management to the herders). 

The first requirement for doing research in such high-
altitude species like Pallas’s cat is availability of adequate 
funding. Without good funding it is almost impossible to 
carry out such research. The second one is that the related 
field biologists should be fully aware about the difficult 
terrains and harsh weather conditions of Pallas’s cat’s 
habitats. It would be wonderful if the business community 
could help support Nepal's struggling but deeply commited 
and emerging generation of conservation biologists!  There 
is plenty of urgent work to be done!

The Pallas’s cat's

Article

- Ganga Ram Regmi
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e"–efudf kfOG5g\ . logLx¿ ldl/ld/] pHofnf] / leml;ld;] 
cFWof/f]df vf;ul/ o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f k|hflt 7"6] v/fof]sf] 
;lqmotfg';f/ g} ;lqmo /xG5g\ . of] k|hflt cGo df+;fxf/L hLjx¿ 
h:t} lxpF lrt'jf, AjfF;f], lxdfnL dn;fFk|f], /ftf] ̂ ofp/f], :ofn, kxf8L 
dn;fFk|f] OToflb ;Fu Pp6} If]qdf /xG5 . o; If]qdf kNnf;sf] 
la/fnf]sf] pkl:ylt Hofb} b'n{e 5 . clgolGqt r/g, k|fs[lts 
;|f]tsf] clgolGqt ;+sng / ko{6sx¿, ofT;f{ ;+sns,  
rf}F/L / ltgsf] uf]7fnfx¿sf] cfjthfjtsf sf/0f x'g] Jojwfgsf 
sf/0f lgs} vt/fdf /x]sf] 5 . kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] kl/l:ylt /  
Jojxf/sf] ljleGg b[li6sf]0fx¿sf af/]df xfnsf] cg';Gwfg / 
lgZsif{n] o;sf] ;+/If0fsf] nflu rflxg] /0fgLlt agfpg d2t  
ug]{5 eGg] ljZjf; ul/G5 .    

pRr lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnL ePsf] :yfgdf kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf]sf] cg';Gwfg ug]{ sfd ;lhnf] eg] 5}g . lxdfnL 
jf;:yfgsf] agfj6 w]/} cK7\of/f] 5 sf/0f ToxfFsf] e"ld cUnf] / 
pa8vfa8 x'G5 / /fqLdf w]/} hf8f] x'G5 . o; afx]s, kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf] cfk}mdf Psbd b'n{e 5 / k|ToIf lkmN8df b]lvg' c;Dejk|foM 
5 . slt;Dd eg] Sofd/f 6|flk+uaf6 klg o;nfO{ s}b  
ug]{ ;Defjgf Psbd Go"g 5 . 3/kfn'jf j:t'x¿sf] clgolGqt 
r/g, o; k|hfltsf] d'Vo jf;:yfgdf cw{–hª\unL / uf]7df kx/f 
lbg] s's'/x¿sf] pkl:ylt, :yfgLo hgtfx¿df ;+/If0f r]tgfsf] 
cefj / cfly{s ;|f]tsf] cefj g} g]kfndf kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] 
;+/If0fsf] d'Vo r'gf}ltx¿ dfGg ;lsG5 . pRr lxdfnL e]usf 
uf]7fnfx¿n] lxpF lrt'jf, AjfF;f] / cGo ;fgf h+unL la/fnfx¿nfO{ 
t lrGb5g\ t/ kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] af/]df pgLx¿ a]va/ 5g\ . 
To;sf/0f, of] yf]/} hflgPsf] la/fnf] k|hfltsf] af/]df ;fd'bflos 
kx'Fr sfo{qmdx¿ -pbfx/0fsf nflu kf]i6/÷xft]kq ljt/0f, 
ljBfno lzIff, uf]7fnfx¿sf nflu ;f] k|hfltsf] lxtdf x'g] r/g 
Joj:yfkg tflndx¿_ sf dfWodaf6 :yfgLo ;d'bfox¿df  
;+/If0f r]tgf hufpg h?/L 5 .

o:tf] pRr e"–v08df kfOg] kNnf;sf] la/fnf] h:tf] k|hfltsf] 
cg';Gwfg ug{ cfjZos klxnf] s'/f kof{Ktx'g' g} kF"hL xf] . /fd|f] 
k"FhL geO{ o:tf] cg';Gwfg ug{ ;Dej} 5}g . bf];|f] s'/f ;DalGwt 
lkmN8 hLjzf:qLx¿nfO{ kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] jf;:yfgsf]  
cK7\of/f] agfj6 / ToxfFsf] sl7g df};dL cj:yfsf af/]df k"/f 
hfgsf/L x'g} kb{5 . ;+3if{ ul//x]sf t/ k|ltj4 / dfly p7\b}  
u/]sf] ;+/If0f hLjzf:qLx¿sf] g]kfnL k':tfnfO{ Jofkfl/s 
;d'bfon] o; sfo{df ;xof]u ug{ ;s] ;f] sfo{ ;x|fgLo  
x'GYof] . ToxfF ug'{kg]{ y'k|} h?/L sfdx¿ 5g\ Û 

lxdfnodf kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] 
cg';Gwfg ug{ sl7g 5 .
– u+uf/fd /]UdL

g]kfndf kNnf;sf] la/fnf] ;g\ @)!# df dfq k]mnf k/]sf] xf] . 
klxnf] k6s o; ;'Gb/ hGt'sf] vf]hsf] k[i7e"ld sDtL /f]rs 
5}g . xfn Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{;Fu cfj2 gful/s j}2flggs 
6f;L cf/ 3n] ;lxtsf] ;d"xn] lxpF lrt'jf cg'udgsf nflu 
u/]sf] cg';Gwfgdf kNnf;sf] la/fnf] k]mnf k/]sf] xf] . 6f;Ln] 
cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] dgfªdf P;Pn;L / Pg6LPg;Lsf] cfly{s 
Pj+ k|fljlws ;xof]udf Sofd/f 6«fk h8fg u/]sf lyP, ;+of]uj;\ 
Sofd/fdf kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] tl:j/ s}b ePsf] lyof] h'g  
g]kfnsf] nflu klxnf] clen]v xf] .

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ -hLkLPg_÷:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L 
-P;Pn;L_ sf] ;xsfl/tfdf gful/s j}1flgs 6;L cf/  
3n]n] klxnf] k6s ;g\ @)!# df g]kfndf kNnf;sf] la/fnf] kQf  
nufP  . :yfgLo, /fli6«o / cGt/f{li6«o :t/df df}lns …7"nf] d'v 
afP/ xfF:g]  la/fnf]Ú egL k|j4{g ul/Psf] ePtfklg of] n'sL lx+8\g] 
k|flrg la/fnf] k|hfltsf] kl/l:ylt, Jojxf/ / ;+/If0fsf r'gf}ltx¿sf 
af/] rflxPsf hfgsf/Lx¿ ;lhn} pknAw 5}g . j}1flgs Pj+  
;+/If0f hLjzfZqLx¿sf] w]/}h;f] WofpGgf 7"nf la/fnf k|hfltx¿ 
af3, lxpF lrt'jf, l;+x, hu'jf/ cflb d} a9L /x]sf] kfOG5 t/ kNnf;sf] 
la/fnf] h:tf] ;fgf k|hfltx¿ tL;eGbf pRr k|hfltx¿ /x]sf] 5, 
To;df yf]/} Wofg uPsf] b]lvG5 . ctM hLkLPgn] o; b'n{e  
la/fnf]nfO{ k|fyldstf lbO/x]sf] 5 . o;sf] pkl:ylt clxn];Dd 
g]kfnsf] dgfªdf dfq ePsf] kfOPsf] 5, ctM o;nfO{ sd;]sd 
g]kfnaf6 ljgf; x'gaf6 hf]ufpg o;sf] cj:yf, k}mnfj6, Jojxf/, 
hLjzf:q, ;+/If0fsf] cfjZostf ;DaGwL cfwf/e"t tYofª\sx¿ 
;+u|x ug'{ h?/L 5 . 

;g\ @)!# b]lv Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{n] dgfªdf kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf]sf] cg';Gwfg / ;+/If0fdf sfd z'? u/]sf] 5 . h; cGtu{tÙ 
s_ cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf #))) b]lv %))) ld6/ pmFrfO{sf 
;a} ;Defljt jf;:yfgx¿df kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] pkl:ylt / 
cg'kl:ylt ;e]{If0f ug]{, v_ cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qdf kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf]sf] k}mnfj6 cf+sng / gS;fª\sg ug]{, u_ kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf]sf] ;fdfGo Jojxf/sf] cWoog\ ug]{, / 3_ kNnf;sf]  
la/fnf]sf] afRgsf] nflu r'gf}ltx¿sf] klxrfg ug]{ o; 
cg';Gwfgsf] p2]Zox¿ /x]sf 5g\ . 

xfd|f] cg';Gwfgn] kQf nufP cg';f/ kNnf;sf] la/fnf]x¿ #,&)) 
ld6/ b]lv %,!)) ld6/;Ddsf] dgfªsf] pa8vfa8 / r§fgL  

n]v 
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INDIANAPOLIS – Officials from the Indianapolis Prize 
named Snow Leopard Conservancy’s Founder/Director Dr. 
Rodney Jackson as one of six finalists for the world’s leading 
award for animal conservation. It is the fifth time he has 
been nominated as a finalist

Dr. Rodney Jackson joins conservation heroes Dr.  Joel Berger,  
Dr. P. Dee Boersma, Dr. Sylvia Earle, Dr. Russell Mittermeier 
and Dr. Carl Safina in the running for the prestigious title 
of Indianapolis Prize Winner and an unrestricted $250,000 
prize. 

The Indianapolis Prize was created 
in 2006 to recognize best-in-
class conservation solutions, bring 
innovative ideas to scale and reward 
the conservation heroes who have 
achieved major victories in saving 
species from extinction. 

 “The Indianapolis Prize Finalists are 
consistent winners in the ongoing 
battles to save threatened species,” 
said Michael I. Crowther, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Indianapolis 
Zoological Society, Inc. “By telling the 
stories of their heroism and their 
victories, the Indianapolis Prize aims 
to inspire more people to work for 
a planet that future generations will 
be happy to inherit, rather than be 
forced to endure.” 

 “The Indianapolis Prize is unique for 
the visibility and resources it brings 
to wildlife conservation,” said Dr. 
Jackson. “Receiving the Prize would 
help me secure the sustainability 
of the Snow Leopard Conservancy 
while devoting my time to mentoring 
the next generation of passionate 
snow leopard conservationists. 
These young men and women inhabit 
my dream of a future where snow 
leopards flourish throughout Asia’s 
high mountains. The Indianapolis 
Prize would help me realize that 
dream.” 

The 2018 Indianapolis Prize Jury, comprised of distinguished 
scientists and conservation leaders, will determine the 
Winner of the 2018 Indianapolis Prize, its $250,000 cash 
award and the Lilly Medal, an original work of art that 
signifies the Winner’s contributions to saving some of the 
world’s most threatened animals. Each of the five Finalists 
will receive $10,000. 

The 2018 Indianapolis Prize Winner will be announced in late 
spring and formally honored at the Indianapolis Prize Gala 
presented by Cummins Inc. on Sept. 29, 2018 in Indianapolis.

News

Note: Just before this magazine goes for printing, we are happy to share the news that Dr. Russell Mittermeier 
has won the prestigious Indianapolis Prize. Congratulations to Dr. Mittermeier and the finalists!-Editors

Dr. Rodney Jackson 
– 2018 Indianapolis Prize Finalist !
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OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sflbg] ;+:yfsf clwsf/Lx?n] :gf] n]k8{ 

sGh/e]lG;sf ;+:yfks lgb{]zs 8f= /8\gL HofSzgnfO{ ljZjs} 

dxTjk"0f{ jGohGt' ;+/If0f k'/:sf/sf nflu ^ hgf dWo] Ps 

clGtd k|ltof]uLsf] ?kdf 5gf}6 u/]sf 5g\ . /8\gL of] ;lxt 

clGtd k|ltofuLdf ;fd]n ePsf] kfFrf}+ k6s xf] . 

8f= /8\gL HofSzgn] cGo ;+/If0fsf gfosx? 8f= hf]on au{/,  

8f= kL= 8L af]o{:df, 8f= l;lNeof cln{, 8f= /;]n ld6/ldo/ /  

8f= sfn{ ;lkmgf;Fu Vofltk|fKt OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/ /  

cd]l/sL 8n/ @,%),))) lhTgsf nflu k|lt:kwf{ ub{}5g\ .

pTs[i6 jGohGt' ;+/If0fsf ;dfwfgx? / Jofks ?kdf k|efj 

kfg{ ;Sg] gofF larf/ / cGj]if0fx?nfO{ ;Ddfg ug{ / jGohGt'sf 

k|hfltx?nfO{ nf]k x'gaf6 hf]ufpg ;kmn ;+/If0fsf gfosx?nfO{ 

;Ddfg ug{sf nflu ;g\ @))^ df OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/sf] 

:yfkgf ul/Psf] xf] . 

Ol08ofgfkf]ln; h'cf]nf]lhsn ;f];fO6Lsf k|d'v sfo{sf/L 

clws[t dfO{sn cfO{= s|fpy/ k'/:sf/sf clGtd k|lt:kwL{x? 

vt/fsf] ;"lrdf /x]sf b'n{e k|hfltx?nfO{ arfpg lg/Gt/ ?kdf 

nflu k/]sf ;kmn JolQmTjx? /x]sf] atfpF5g\ .  s|fpy/ eG5g\ 

æpgLx?sf] gfosTj / ;kmntfsf syfx?nfO{ aflx/ NofP/  

OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/n] ;du| ljZjs} 

nflu sfd ug{ a9L eGbf a9L dflg;x?nfO{ 

k|]/0ff lbG5 h;n] ubf{ efjL lk+9Ln] xfdLaf6 

k[YjLnfO{ ef/sf] ?kdf g e} v'zL;fy  

lj/f;tsf] ?kdf k|fKt u?g .Æ

8f= /8\gL HofSzg jGohGt'  ;+/If0fnfO{  

;a}n] b]Vg] agfpg / ;|f]t tyf ;fwg pknAw 

u/fpgsf nflu  OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/ 

Pp6f cl4tLo dfWod ag]sf] 7fGb5g\Æ . 

pgL eG5g\æof] k'/:sf/ k|fKt u/]sf] v08df 

d}n] cfˆgf] ;do gofF lk+9Lsf lxpF lrt'jf  

;+/If0fstf{x?nfO{ l;sfpgsf nflu k|of]u 

ug{ ;S5' h;n] :gf] n]k8{  sGh/e]lG;sf] lbuf]kgf klg ;'lglZrt 

ub{5 . o:tf gofF lk+9Lsf dflg;x? d]/f] ;kgfsf] eljiodf 

a;]sf 5g hxfF lxpF lrt'jfx? Plzof dxflåksf pRr lxdfnL  

e]ux?df w]/} km:6fpg] 5g\ . OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/n] d]/f] of] 

;kgf ;fsf/ ug{ d2t ug{] 5 .Æ 

VoftLk|fKt j}1flgsx? / ;+/If0fsfo{sf cu'jfx? ;lDdlnt 

OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/ @)!* sf] lg0ff{os ;ldltn]  

;g\ @)!* sf nflu gub @,%),))) cd]l/sL 8n/ ;lxtsf]  

OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/ / ljZjs} vt/fsf] ;"lrdf  

/x]sf jGohGt'sf] ;+/If0fsf nflu ljh]tfsf] of]ubfg emNsg] 

snfTds lnnL kbssf] ljh]tfsf] rog ug{]5g\ . cGo kfFr hgf 

clGtd k|lt:kwL{x? dWo] k|To]sn] !),))) cd]l/sL 8n/ k|fKt 

ug{]5g\ .  

OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/ @)!* a;Gt Ct'sf] pQ/f4{df  

3f]if0ff ul/g] 5 / OlG8ofgfkf]ln;df ;]K6]Da/ @(, @)!* df  

OlG8ofgf –kf]ln; k'/:sf/ ufnf ;df/f]x aLr sldG; OGs{kf]/]6]8n]  

cf}krfl/s ?kdf lah]tfnfO{ ;Ddfg ug{] 5 . 

8f= /8\gL HofSzg
– @)!* OlG8ofgfkf]ln; k'/:sf/sf] 
clGtd k|ltof]lutfsf nflu rog Û

News
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News

Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]S;g k|f]u|fd -lhP;PnOlk_, 

lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x¿sf] ;/sf/x¿, cGt/f{li6«o ;+:yfx¿, 

gful/s ;dfh / lghL If]qx¿sf] Pp6f ;femf k|of; xf] . o;sf] 

nIo lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ p;sf] k|fs[lts kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLdf lbuf] 

?kdf afFRg ;xof]u k'¥ofpg] xf] . o;} ljifonfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{sf 

nflu ljZjJofkL lxpF lrt'jf d~r @)!& sf] j}7s lslu{:tfgsf]  

/fhwfgL la:s]sdf cui6 @#–@% df ;DkGg eof] .  

pQm d~rdf lj1fg k|bz{gL / k/fdz{ uf]i7Lx¿  

dlGq:t/Lo j}7sx¿;Fu;Fu} Ps};fy ;~rfng u/]sf] lyof] . 

d~rdf lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] If]qx¿df hnjfo' kl/jt{g, lxpF lrt'jf 

cg';Gwfg / ;+/If0fdf k|ljlw / gofF cfofd, lbuf] ljQ, lxpF 

lrt'jf jf;:yfg If]q ;Da4 ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f, lkmN8 

cWoog\ tyf ;+/If0fsf cEof;x¿ nufotsf ljifox¿df $) 

hgf k/fdz{bftfx¿n] k|:t'lt lbPsf lyP . k/fdz{ uf]i7Lx¿sf] 

;xhsfo{ ljZjs} cu|h cg';Gwfgstf{ tyf cEof;stf{x¿n] 

u/]sf lyP . lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x¿sf cGt/f{li6«o ;+u7gx¿ 

o"Pg8LkL, hLOPkm, cfo";LPg, hL6LcfO{;L kl/ifb / o"P;PcfO8L 

/ ljleGg u}/ ;/sf/L ;+:yfx¿ 8An'8An'Pkm, PgPaLo",  

:gf] n]k8{ 6«:6, :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L, KofGy/f / 6«flkmssf jl/i7  

g]t[Tjstf{x¿n] ;f] j}7sdf efu lnPsf lyP .

@)!& ljZjJofkL lxpF lrt'jf d~rsf] 3f]if0ffkqsf] ;dLIff /  

cg'df]bg ug]{ sfo{ lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x¿n] kfls:tfgsf 

dfggLo hnjfo' kl/jt{g dGqL d':;flxb pNnf vfg / lsuL{h 

u0ftGqsf] /fi6«klt k|zf;g sfof{nosf pk–k|d'v PneL/f  

;f/LPefsf] cWoIftfdf u/]sf lyP .

The Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection Program 
(GSLEP) is a joint initiative of range country governments, 
international agencies, civil society, and the private sector. 
Its goal is to secure the long-term survival of the snow 
leopard in its natural ecosystem. To address this issue, the 
2017 Global Snow Leopard Forum was held August 23-25 in 
Bishkek Kyrgyzstan.  

Activities included a Science Exposition and Symposium, 
which ran concurrent with the ministry-level meetings. Over 
40 Symposium presenters touched on Climate Change in 
the Snow Leopard Range Areas, Technology and Innovation 
in Snow Leopard Research and Conservation, Sustainable 
Finance, Community-based Conservation in Snow Leopard 
Range Areas, and Field Studies and Conservation in Practice. 
The symposium was headlined by some of the leading 
researchers and practitioners in this field from around the 
world. It was attended by senior leaders from snow leopard 
range countries, international organizations such as UNDP, 
GEF, IUCN, GTIC Council and USAID, and nongovernmental 
conservation organizations including WWF, NABU, the 
Snow Leopard Trust, Snow Leopard Conservancy, Panthera, 
and Traffic.

The 2017 Global Snow Leopard Forum Declaration was 
reviewed and endorsed by the range countries under the 
Chairmanship of the Honorable Minister of Climate Change 
of Pakistan, Mr. Mushahid Ulla Khan, who also served as 
Chair of GSLEP Steering Committee, and the Deputy Head 
of the President’s Administration of the Kyrgyz Republic,  
Ms. Elvira Sarieva.
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held in Bishkek
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schools in Jomsom. The winners of the essay competition 
were declared and awarded following the conservation 
rally. Vice-chairman of Gharpjhong Rural Municipality  
Sharmila Gurung was chief guest of the program.  
Gurung had already participated at the three-day ‘Snow 
Leopard Ecology Camps’ organized by Snow Leopard 
Conservancy and ACAP in Bhapras (4200m). Addressing the 
gathering Gurung highlighted the need of timely attention 
and action by stakeholders for the conservation of rare and 
endangered wildlife species including snow leopard. 

Dhana Gurung, a ranger at ACAP informed that the 
students and the security forces actively participated at 
the rally as they play a vital role in creating awareness and 
conservation of snow leopard. She emphasized on insurance 
of the livestock and other alternative measures to mitigate 
the conflict between the predators and locals, which has 
emerged as a primary challenge.

Source: Hamrakura.com

News

Snow Leopard day celebrated 
The International Snow Leopard Day was observed in a grand 
manner in Mustang district of Nepal on 23rd of October 
2017 with a theme “Unity of Mustang for Commitment to 
Protect Snow Leopard”. Every year 23 October is observed 
as International Snow Leopard Day.

A conservation rally was taken out around Jomsom at 
early morning at 7.30 on Monday.  The program was 
jointly initiated by Area Conservation Unit of Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project (National Trust for Nature 
Conservation), Snow Leopard Conservancy and Global 
Primate Network and actively participated by the students 
of Janahit Secondary School and Dhaulagiri Boarding School 
and employees of District Police Office,  Armed Police 
Force, and Tourist Police. 

The International Snow Leopard Day was observed for the 
first time in Jomsom. An essay competition was organized 
on snow leopard conservation among the students of two 

cGt/f{li6«o
d':tfª lhNnfsf] Pstf, lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg] k|ltj4tfÚ eGg] d"n 

gf/fsf ;fy oxL ldlt @)&$ sflt{s ^ ut] ;f]daf/ lxdfn  

kf/Lsf] lhNnf d':tfªsf] ;b/d'sfd hf]d;f]ddf cGt/f{li6«o  

lxpF lrt'jf lbj; eJo ?kdf dgfOPsf] 5 . x/]s jif{sf]  

…@# cS6f]a/Ú nfO{ …cGt/f{li6«o lxpF lrt'jf lbj;Úsf] ?kdf dgfpg] 

ul/G5 .

pQm lbg laxfg sl/a &M#) ah] lxpF lrt'jf ;DaGwL gf/f ;lxt  

;+/If0f ¥ofnL lgsfnL hf]d;f]d ahf/ kl/qmdf ul/Psf] lyof] . ¥ofnLdf  

hf]d;f]d l:yt >L hglxt dfWolds ljb\ofno / >L wf}nflu/L cfjf;Lo  

ljb\ofnosf ljb\ofyL{x¿, lhNnf k|x/L sfof{no, ;z:q k|x/L an, 

ko{6s k|x/Laf6 ;'/IffsdL{x¿sf] ;xeflutf /x]sf] lyof] . /fli6«o 

k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if–cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -Pgl6Pg;L–

PSofk_ Onfsf ;+/If0f sfof{no hf]d;f]d, :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L 

-P;Pn;L_ / Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ -lhlkPg_ sf] ;+o'Qm kxndf 

pQm sfo{qmd cfof]hgf ul/Psf] lyof] .

d':tfª lhNnf d} klxnf] k6s cGt/f{li6«o lxpF lrt'jf lbj; 

dgfOPsf] xf] . sfo{qmddf hf]d;f]dl:yt b'O{ ljb\ofnsf  

ljb\ofyL{x¿ aLr lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f ljifos lgaGw k|ltof]lutf 

cfof]hgf ul/Psf] lyof] . ¥ofnL kZrftsf] cf}krfl/s sfo{qmddf 

lgaGw k|ltof]lutfsf] glthf / k'/:sf/ ljt/0f ul/Psf] lyof] . 

3/kemf]ª ufpFkflnsfsL pkfWoIf zld{nf u'?ª pQm sfo{qmddf 

k|d'v cltly x'g' x'GYof] . u'?ªn] o; cl3 g} P;Pn;L÷PSofkn] 

hf]d;f]dsf] efk|; -$,@)) ld=_ df cfof]hgfdf u/]sf] tLg lbg]  

…lxpF lrt'jf jftfj/0fLo lzlj/Úx¿df ;xeflutf hgfO;Sg' ePsf] 

5 . …ljZjdf g} b'n{e / nf]kf]Gd'v cj:yfdf /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jf 

tyf cGo dxTjk"0f{ jGohGt'x¿sf] ;+/If0fdf ;/f]sf/jfnfx¿n]  

a]n}df Wofg lbg'kg]{ u'¿ªn] atfOg\ . …lxdfnsL /fgL pkdf lbOPsf] 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f, k|j4{g / ljsf;df nfUg ;s] o; If]qsf] 

ko{6g ljsf;df ;d]t 6]jf k'Ug] b]lvG5Ú, sfo{qmddf pkfWoIf 

u'?ªn] elgg\ . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf hgr]tgf k}mnfpg] tyf sfo{qmddf d'Vo 

?kdf ljb\ofyL{ / ;'/Iffdf cfjZos ;'/Iff lgsfox¿sf] 

e"ldsf x'g] ePsf]n] klg ¥ofnLdf pgLx¿nfO{ ;xefuL u/fOPsf] 

PSofksL /]Gh/ wg' u'?ªn] hfgsf/L lbOg\ . k/eIfL jGohGt' /  

:yfgLo aLrsf] åGå Ps ;d:ofsf] ?kdf b]lvPsf] sf/0f ;f] sf] 

lgoGq0fsf nflu ladf Pj+ cGo j}slNks pkfox¿sf] oyf;So 

cjnDag x'g' kg]{df u'?ªn] hf]8 lbOg\ .

International
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Kathmandu, Nepal – A snow leopard was successfully 
collared in Kangchenjunga Conservation Area on 8 May 
2017 making it the fourth one to be collared in Nepal’s 
eastern snow leopard conservation complex. 

The snow leopard, a sub-adult female about two years 
of age and weighing 30kg, was tracked and fitted with a 
satellite-GPS collar, and released into the wild at 11:36 am 
at an altitude of 4,838m. She was named Yalung by the local 
people after the name of a local area which is planned to be 
developed as a snow leopard ecotourism site in the future. 
Yalung will be closely monitored by the government, WWF 
and local citizen scientists following the collaring.

“Nepal’s snow leopard conservation action plan launched 
earlier this year by the Prime Minister of Nepal guides 
the country’s commitment to ensure 100 breeding snow 
leopards in three of its landscapes by 2020,” stated Man 
Bahadur Khadka, Director General of the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation. “Nepal’s learning’s 
from satellite telemetry on the species since 2013 will play 

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

 W
W

F 
N

ep
al

 / 
Sa

nj
og

 R
ai

Nepal successfully collared four
Snow Leopards in four years 

a key role in future snow leopard monitoring using cutting 
edge technology which is a key objective of this five-year 
plan.” 

This information will also be important in developing 
landscape-scale conservation management plans and 
refining the existing snow leopard habitat in the Himalayas. 
Information received from the previously collared snow 
leopards have shown encouraging movements of the snow 
leopards between Nepal, India and China, with one of the 
snow leopards reaching a highest altitude of 5,858m – the 
highest documented so far for snow leopards around the 
globe.

The expedition led by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation comprised of representatives from 
the government, National Trust for Nature Conservation, 
Kangchenjunga Conservation Area Management Council, 
WWF Nepal’s young wildlife biologists and local citizen 
scientists. WWF-Nepal provided technical support for the 
collaring, which was funded by WWF-UK and USAID.

(News Source:  WWF Nepal)
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k"jL{ g]kfnsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f If]qdf 3fF6Ldf sn/ afFWg' 
kg]{ rf}yf] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qdf d] *, @)!& df 
;kmntfk"j{s 3fF6Ldf sn/ afFw]/ 5f]l8Psf]  5 .  

b'O{ jif{ pd]/, #) lsnf] jhg ePsf] Pp6f cw{jo:s kf]yL  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] 3fF6Ldf :of6\nfO6 lhlkP; sn/ afFw]/ laxfg !!=#^ 
ah] $,*#* ld= sf] prfO{+df p;s} k|fs[lts jf;:yfgd} 5fl8Psf] xf] .  
…ofn'ªÚ eGg] :yfgdf k]mnf k/]sf]n] :yfgLon] ;f] lxpF lrt'jfsf] gfd  
…ofn'ªÚ /fv]sf 5g\ . ;f] If]qnfO{ eljiodf lxpF lrt'jf h}ljs dfu{sf] 
?kdf ljsf; ug]{ of]hgf agfOPsf] 5 . 3fF6Ldf sn/ afFWg] sfo{ 
u/];Fu} ofn'ªnfO{ g]kfn ;/sf/ / 8An'8An'Pkmsf ;DalGwt 
k|fljlws / :yfgLo gful/s j}1flgs -l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6_ x¿n] 
bQlrQ eP/ cg'udg ug]{ 5g\ .  

…g]kfnsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf ut jif{ g]kfnsf 
tTsflng k|wfgdGqLn] ;fj{hlgs u/]sf lyP h;df ;g\ @)@) 
;Dddf g]kfnsf tLgj6} e"–kl/lwx¿df !)) j6f jo:s  
lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+Vof ;'lglZrt ug]{ k|ltj2tf ul/Psf] 5Ú, /fli6«o 
lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf dxf–lgb]{zs dg axfb'/ 
v8\sfn] eg], …;g\ @)!# b]lv o; k|hfltdf ul/Psf] :of6\nfO6  

rf/ jif{df g]kfnn] ;kmntfk"j{s 
rf/j6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] 3fF6Ldf sn/ afFWof] Û

News

6]nLd]6«Ln] eljiodf lxpF lrt'jf cg'udgdf dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf 
lgjf{x ug]{5 h'g % jif]{ sfo{ of]hgfsf] Pp6f dxTjk"0f{ p2]Zo klg 
xf] .Ú

e"–kl/lw:t/Lo ;+/If0f Joj:yfkg of]hgfx¿ lgdf{0f ug{ / 
lxdfnL If]qdf ljBdfg lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgx¿nfO{ kl/is[t 
t'Nofpgsf nflu klg oL hfgsf/Lx¿ dxTjk"0f{ ;flat x'g]  
5g\ . o;eGbf cl3 :of6]\nfO6 sn/ ul/Psf lxpF lrt'jfx¿n]  
g]kfn, ef/t / rLgsf] aLrdf cf]x/bf]x/ u/]sf] e]l6Psf] 5 . Pp6f  
lxpF lrt'jf %,*%* ld6/sf] pmFrfOdf k'u]sf] e]l6Psf] 5 h'g ;+;f/df 
g} lxpF lrt'jfsf] nflu a9L pmFrfOsf] /]s8{ xf] .   

o; cleofgnfO{ /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, 
/fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if / s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg 
kl/ifbsf k|ltlglwx¿, 8An'8An'Pkmsf] o'jf jGohGt' hLjzf:qLx¿ 
/ :yfgLo gful/s j}1flgsx¿n] g]t[Tj k|bfg u/]sf] lyof] . 
8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnnn] :of6\nfO6 sn/sf nflu k|fljlws 
;xof]u u/]sf] lyof] eg] 8An'8An'Pkm–o"s] / o"P;cfOl8n] ;f] 
sfo{qmdnfO{ cfly{s ;xof]u k'¥ofPsf] lyof] . 

;dfrf/ ;|f]t M 8An' 8An' Pkm, g]kfn
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News

Snow Leopard 
no longer considered “Endangered"

but scientists urge extreme caution !

lxp“ lrt'jf  ca …;+s6fkGgÚ 
sf] ;"lraf6 x6\of] . 

t/ a}1flgsx?n] cToGt} ;ts{ /xg cfJxfg u/]sf 5g\ .

The mysterious snow leopard has been delivered a piece 
of good news. The Red List classification from the IUCN 
– improves the conservation status of the big cat from 
“Endangered” to “Vulnerable.” Yet these iconic symbols of 
Asia’s great mountain wilderness still face numerous threats, 
many rapidly growing, in their high mountain home. The snow 
leopard was listed as Endangered by the IUCN Red List –
the globally accepted, international standard for assessing 
extinction risk—for each 5-10 year assessment since its 
initial listing in 1972. The change in status came after a 
three-year assessment process by five international experts 
including scientists from academia and from Panthera, 
Snow Leopard Conservancy, and Wildlife Conservation 
Society, organizations active in snow leopard conservation. 
The assessment was then reviewed and approved by eight 
international felid and Red List assessments experts, the 
IUCN Global Mammal Assessment team, and the central 
Red List Unit.

Dr. Tom McCarthy, Executive Director of Panthera’s Snow 
Leopard Program and a member of the assessment team, 
said, “To be considered ‘Endangered,’ there must be less than 
2,500 mature wild snow leopards in the world and they 
must be experiencing a high rate of decline. Both are now 
considered extremely unlikely, which is the good news, but 
it does not mean that snow leopards are ‘safe’ or that now 
is a time to celebrate. The species still faces ‘a high risk of 
extinction in the wild’ and is likely still declining – just not at 
the rate previously thought.”

The assessment cites a number of recent studies that 
used more scientifically robust methods than in the past 
and which suggest snow leopard numbers are likely higher 
than previously thought. Dr. Rodney Jackson, Founder and 
Director of the Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) and 
another member of the assessment team, said, “Even with 
such positive supportive information, the assessment team 
took a conservative approach, including using the lowest 
estimated global population size of 4,000 when determining 
if the Endangered threshold could be met.”

/x:odoL lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ Pp6f v'zLsf] va/  
5 . cfO{o'l;Pgsf] gofF /ftf] ;"lr lgwf{/f0fn]] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ 
…;+s6fkGgÚ af6 Ps tx dfly …;+j]bgzLnÚ egL juL{s/0f  
u/]sf] 5 . cfO{o";LPgsf] /ftf] ;"lr juL{s/0fdf of] 7"nf]  
la/fnf]sf] cj:yfdf ;'wf/ cfPsfn] o;nfO{ …;+s6fkGgÚ af6 Ps 
tx dfly …;+j]bgzLnÚ df ;"lrs[t ul/Psf] 5 . oBkL Plzofsf  
lxdfnL e]usf] k|ltssf] ?kdf /x]sf] of] hgfj/n] cfˆgf] pRr 
lxdfnL jf;:yfgx¿df cem} w]/} b'|t ultdf al9/x]sf r'gf}tLx?sf] 
;fdgf ug{'kg{] 5 . ;g\ !(&@ df klxnf] k6s tof/ ul/Psf] /  
x/]s %–!) jif{df nf]k x'g ;Sg] hgfj/x?sf] cGt/f{li6«o ?kdf 
dfGotf k|fKt dfkb08 cg'?k d'NofÍg ul/g] cfO{o'l;Pgsf] /ftf] 
;"lr lgwf{/0fdf lxpF lrt'jf …;+s6fkGgÚ sf] ;"lrdf ;dfj]z ePsf] 
lyof] .

tLg jif{;Dd kfFr hgf cWo]tf j}1flgsx? / KofGy]/f,  
:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]lG; / jfON8nfOkm sGh/e];g ;f];fO6L h:tf 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf ;ls|o ;+:yfx?Aff6 ul/Psf]] d"NofÍg 
k|ls|ofaf6 lxpF lrt'jfsf] l:yltdf o;/L kl/jt{g cfPsf] xf] . 
o;/L ul/Psf]] d"NofÍgnfO{ cf7 hgf cGt/f{li6«o la/fnf] k|hflt 
/ /]8 lni6 d"Nofª\sg lj1x?, cfOo'l;Pg cGt/f{li6«o :tgwf/L 
lgwf{/0f ;d"x / /ftf] ;"lrsf] s]lGb|o 6f]nLn] ;ldIff u/L :jLs[t 
u/]sf] lyof] . 

KofGy]/fsf] :gf] n]k8{ sfo{s|dsf sfo{sf/L lgb{]zs / d"NofÍg 
6f]nLsf Ps ;b:o 8f= 6d DofsfyL{ eG5g\ …;+s6fkGgsf] 
;"lrdf kg{sf nflu ljZjel/ d} @%)) eGbf sd jo:s h+unL  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof /x]sf] / logLx?sf] ;+Vofdf pRr b/n] x|f; 
cfO/x]sf] x'g' kb{5 . xfn oL b'j} cj:yf g/x]sf] k|an ;Defjgf 
5 h'g ls ;'vb\ ;dfrf/ xf] t/ o;sf] of] dtna xf]Og ls  
lxpF lrt'jfx? ;'/lIft 5g\ / ca xfdL v'zL dgfpg ;S5f}+ . of] 
k|hfltn] cem} klg nf]k x'g] pRr vt/fsf] ;fdgf ul//x]sf] 5 / of] 
klg ;Dej 5 ls o;sf] ;+Vof 3l6/x]sf] 5, tyflk xfdLn] klxnf  
;f]r]sf] h;/L eg] x}g .

pQm d"Nofª\sgn] xfn} uxg j}1flgs tl/sfx¿ k|of]u  
ul/Psf cWoogx?nfO{ klg pNn]v u/]sf] 5 h;n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;+Vof klxnf ;f]r] eGbf a9L /x]sf] b]vfPsf] 5 . :gf] n]k8{  
sGh/e]G;Lsf ;+:yfks / lgb{]zs tyf d"NofÍg  
6f]nLsf csf{ Ps ;b:o 8f= /8\gL HofS;g\ eG5g\ …To:tf]  
;sf/fTds / ;xof]uL ;"rgf ePtfklg d"NofÍg 6f]nLn] ljZje/s}  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] Go"gtd ;+Vof $))) hlt dfg]/ ;+s6fkGgsf] 
;"lrdf /fVg ;lsG5 ls eGg] af/]df klg ;f]r]sf] lyof] .Ú
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;'Db'/ lks art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"xn] xfn;fn}  

;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~h dWojtL{ If]q l:yt yfd]df ldg/n 

jf6/ KnfG6 z'? u/]sf] 5 . ;d"xn] df3 @)&$ af6 :yfgLo 

k;n, xf]6n / nhx¿nfO{ nlIft u/L kfgL pTkfbg / laqmL 

ub}{ cfPsf] xf] . KnfG6 ;d"xsf] sfo{ of]hgf cGtu{t g}  

/x]sf] xf] h;sf] vfsf ;d"x ;b:ox¿n] tLg jif{ cl3 sf]/]sf 

lyP . 

;d"xsf ;b:o ldª\df l/tf z]kf{ KnfG6sf] Ifdtf k|lt 306f !)) 

ln6/ ldg/n jf6/ pTkfbg ug]{ /x]sf] atfpFb5g\ . KnfG6nfO{ 

rflxg] kfgL :yfgLo d'xfg / vf]nfaf6 k|fKt x'g] u/]sf] 5 . 

yfd]sf] :yfgLo xf]6n Joj;foL Pj+ ;d"x ;b:o sfG5L z]kf{, 

ldg/n jf6/ a]r]/ ;d"xn] clxn];Dd $%))) ?k}ofF cfDbfgL  

u/]sf] atfpFl5g\ . …d}n] cfˆgf] xf]6ndf a]Rg !^ sf6'{g kfgL  

lsg]sf] 5'Ú, sfG5L elG5g\ . Ps sf6'{gdf !@ j6f af]6n  

x'G5g\ . sfG5L ;lxt ;d"xsf s]xL ;b:ox¿n] kfgL eg]{, 5fGg], 

lasf]{ nufP/ aGb ug]{, e08f/df /fVg] tflnd lnPsf 5g\ . 

;'Db'/ lks art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"x :gf] n]k8{  

sGh/e]G;Lsf] cfly{s Pj+ k|fljlws ;xof]udf @)^& 

;fndf u7g ePsf] ;d"x xf] . ;d"xdf @@ hgf ;b:ox¿  

/x]sf 5g\ . …KnfG6sf] nfut # nfv ?k}ofF xf]Ú, ;d"x ;b:o  

ldª\df l/tf eG5g\, …nufgL ;d"x s} xf] .Ú

n3' cfof]hgf ;DkGg ePsf] / pTkfbgn] ahf/ lng yfn]sf]df 

;d"x ;b:ox¿ Pj+ ldª\df l/tf xlif{t 5g\ . …of] lbuf] cfof]hgf xf] / 

o;n] lgZro g} ;d"xsf] cfDbfgL a9fpg] 5, pgL  cufl8 eG5g\ .

Saving & credit group initiated 
Mineral Water Plant 
in Everest region!
Sumdur Peak Saving & Credit Management Group has 
recently established a mineral water plant at Thame in 
Sagarmatha National Park Buffer Zone. The group has 
started producing and selling mineral water to the local 
shops, hotels and lodges from February 2018. The mineral 
water plant was according to the group’s action plan which 
was dreamt three years back. 

Member of the group, Mingma Rita Sherpa explains that the 
plant’s capacity is to produce 100 liters per hour and the 
water source is based on local springs and rivers.    

Kanchi Sherpa, local hotel entrepreneur at Thame and the 
group member says that the group has already collected 
rupees 45000 from selling the water. “I have also bought 16 
cartoon mineral water to sell in my hotel”, says Kanchi. Each 
cartoon contains 12 seal packed bottles. Kanchi is one of 
the members, who received training such as filling, sealing, 
filtering and storing.   

Sumdur Peak Saving and Credit Management Group is 
one of the saving and credit groups formed in 2010 with 
the financial and technical support from Snow Leopard 
Conservancy (SLC), USA. The group has a total of 22 
members. “The plant costs NRs.3,00,000” says Mingma Rita, 
a member of the group,  “The investment is from the group 
itself.”

The group members along with Mingma Rita are happy that 
the micro-project finally accomplished and product has been 
started selling in the market. “This is sustainable project and 
of course will upgrade group’s income”, he further says. 

;u/dfyf If]qdf 
lxpF lrt'jf art tyf C0f ;d"xn] 

yfNof] ldg/n jf6/ KnfG6 Û
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The Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) has been awarded a 
two and half-years grant from the Darwin Initiative, funded 
by the United Kingdom Department for the Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).

The project is entitled “Sustaining Snow Leopard 
Conservation through Strengthened Local Institutions and 
Enterprises.” The grant amount of this project is £311,807 
whereas SLC agrees to contribute additional 69,532 pounds 
in co-financing. pounds.

The beneficiary project seeks to improve security and 
resilience of snow leopards, prey and biodiversity at 
two model sites in Nepal (Manang District, Annapurna 
Conservation Area and Sagarmatha National Park) in Nepal 

8fla{g OgL;LP6Len] :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ nfO{  

a]nfotsf] jftfj/0f, vfBfGg / u|fld0f dfldnf ljefu  

-8LO{Pkmcf/P_ sf] ljQLo ;xof]udf ;f9] b'O{ jif{sf nflu cg'bfg 

;xof]u pknAw u/fPsf] 5 .  

æ:yfgLo ;+3 ;+:yfx¿ / pBdzLntfx?sf] :t/Ls/0fåf/f  

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fÆ  cfof]hgf sf] hDdf cg'bfg /sd #!!,*)& 

kfp08 /x]sf] 5 h;df P;Pn;Ln] cfof]hgfnfO{ cltl/Qm  ^(,%#@  

kfp08 ljQLo  of]ubfg k'¥ofpg ;xdt ePsf] 5 .    

nfeflGjt cfof]hgfn] g]kfndf b'O{ gd"gf :ynx¿ -cGgk"0f{  

;+/If0f If]qsf] dgfª lhNnf / ;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~h_ df 

;+/If0fsf nflu ljQLo nufgL / :yfgLox?sf] :jfldTjnfO{ 

;+:yfut ub{} lxpF lrt'jf, o;sf] cfxf/f / h}ljs ljljwtfsf] ;'/Iff 

/ k'g?{Tyfg ug{ vf]h]sf] 5 . 

o; cfof]hgfsf lglZrt p2]Zox¿ 5g\ h:t}, 

!_ jGohGt' / dflg;sf] åGå 36fpFb} uf]7fnfx?n] canDjg ug{] 

cEof;x¿nfO{ ;'wf/ ug]{, 

News

Snow Leopard Conservancy
awarded with darwin initiative grant ! 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L 
8fla{g OgL;LP6Le cg'bfgaf6 k'/:s[t Û

by assisting to institutionalize conservation financing and 
stewardship at the local level. 

Specific objectives are (1) improving herder practices while 
reducing wildlife-human conflict; (2) piloting snow leopard-
linked enterprise/s through training, finance and market 
linkages; and (3) enabling local institutions and stakeholders 
through Nepal's newly devolved governance structures to 
obtain investments and influence policy. Monitoring systems 
will emphasize adaptive management, and sharing key lessons 
with Nepal's commitment to the GSLEP (Global Snow 
Leopard Ecosystem Protection Program), collaboration 
with the other 11 countries hosting wild snow leopard 
populations.

Project activities will be implemented by Nepali NGOs 
(including Mountain Spirit and GPN), with technical support 
from SLC and The Mountain Institute, and in partnership 
with NTNC/ACAP and the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation.

@_ tflnd, ljQLo / ahf/ ;DaGwsf dfWodaf6 lxpF lrt'jf;Fu 

;DalGwt Jofkf/ Joj;fox¿sf] ;~rfng ug]{, / 

#_ nufgL / k|efjsf/L gLltsf nflu g]kfnsf] gofF ;+3Lo  

/fHo ;+/rgfsf] dfWodaf6 :yfgLo ;+3 ;+:yfx¿ / ;/f]sf/

jfnfx¿nfO{ ;Ifd t'Nofpg] . cg'udg k|0ffnLn] cg's"lnt 

Joj:yfkgnfO{ dxTj lbg]5 / Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ Osf]l;:6d  

k|f]6]S;g k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnO{kL_ df g]kfnsf] k|ltj4tf ;lxt 

dxTjk"0f{ cg'ejx? afF8\g] / lxpF lrt'jfsf jf;:yfg /x]sf cGo 

!! /fi6«x¿;Fu ;xsfo{ ug]{ .  

g]kfnL u}/–;/sf/L ;+:yfx¿ h:t} dfp06]g :kL/L6 /  

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ ;lxtn] P;Pn;L / b dfp06]g 

OG:6LRo"6sf] -l6PdcfO{_ k|fljlws ;xof]u / /fli6«o k|s[lt  

;+/If0f sf]if -Pg6LPg;L_÷cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -PSofk_ 

/ /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf] ;fe]mbf/Ldf  

cfof]hgfsf sfo{qmdx¿ ;~rfng x'g]5g\ . 
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Introduction

•	 lxpF lrt'jf ljZjsf !@ blIf0f / d'Vo PlzofnL b]zx¿  
-g]kfn, rLg, ef/t, e'6fg, d+uf]lnof, /lzof, ckmuflg:tfg, 
kfls:tfg, sfhls:tfg, ls/luh:tfg, tfhls:tfg,  
pHj]ls:tfg_ df dfq kfOG5 .

•	 ljZel/df $,%)) b]lv &,%)) ;Ddsf] ;ª\Vofdf  
lxpF lrt'jf ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . tfklg s]xLn]] o;sf] 
;ª\Vof o;eGbf sd atfPsf 5g\ .

•	 g]kfndf #)! b]lv $)) ;Dd lxpFlrt'jf ePsf] cg'dfg  
ul/Psf] 5 .

•	 g]kfnel/df z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] nf+u' 
pkTosfdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;a}eGbf a9L 3gTj -!)) ju{ 
ls=ld=df !)–!@ j6f lxpF lrt'jf_ kfOPsf] 5 . 

•	 lxpF lrt'jf IUCN sf] Red Data Book df ;+j]bgzLn 
jGohGt'sf] >]0fLdf /flvPsf] 5 eg] CITES sf] cg';"lr ! 
df ;dfj]z ul/Psf] 5 .

•	 g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f  
P]g @)@(  n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ ;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] ;"lrdf /fv]sf]  
5 . o; P]gsf] kfFrf}+ ;+zf]wg @)&# n] lxpF lrt'jf nufotsf  
;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] lzsf/ ug{ k"0f{tMlgif]w u/]sf] 5 .  
s;}n] o;nfO{ u}/sfg'gL tl/sf/n] df/], 3fOt] 
agfP, o;sf] z/L/sf] s'g}klg cª\unfO{ lsga]r u/]  
?= %,)),)))÷– b]lv ?=!),)),)))÷– hl/jfgf jf kfFr  
b]lv !% jif{;Ddsf] h]n ;hfoF jf b'j} k|sf/sf] ;hfoFsf] 
eflubf/ x'g'kg]{ Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 .

lxp“ lrt'jfaf/] tYo

•	 Snow Leopard is found only in twelve countries 
in the world: Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia, 
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

•	 It is believed that 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist 
in the wild. However, some believe even less than 
that. 

 •	 In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow Leopard 
is between 301and 400.

•	 The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park 
supports the highest density of Snow Leopards (10 
to 12 Snow Leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal. 

•	 Snow leopard is listed as vulnerable species in the 
IUCN’s Red Data Book and also included in the 
Appendix-1 of the CITES.

•	 Nepal’s National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 
1973 has listed Snow Leopard as a priority protected 
species. As per this Act’s 5th amendment 2073., it is 
illegal to hunt the protected species including snow 
leopard. Any effort of poaching, smuggling snow 
leopard’s body parts, or hurting them is not tolerated 
by law and, if anyone found guilty of poaching, hurting 
snow leopard and trading of its body parts will be 
punished with penalty of Rs. 5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000 

Facts about  snow leopard
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Citizen Scientists

What is your understanding of the Snow Leopard ?

When I was young I perceived snow leopard as a 
wicked animal for it killed sheep, goats and yaks at our 
home and in the neighborhood. I also witnessed several 
incidents when the villagers killed a snow leopard and 
proudly took its dead body around the village. Some 
locals even earned social prestige of bravery by killing a 
snow leopard. However, when I took the profession of a 
conservationist 27 years ago, I grasped the significance 
of conserving wild animals such as snow leopard and 
the facts how it is related to the overall conservation 
of the mountain ecosystem.

We know that there are several programs going on for snow 
leopard conservation. Can you tell us whether the number 
of snow leopard is increasing or in decline?

Local people have reported that lately there is more 
livestock loss due to snow leopard, villagers have seen feces 
of several snow leopards and its sighting in the vicinity is 
more frequent. The local people in Dolpa have substantiated 
this fact and told us that the number is increasing. Several 
different pictures of snow leopards have been taken in 
Manang district. Eight different snow leopards have been 
captured by the remote cameras installed in the area of 
650 sq.km.in Kanchenjunga  region. Similarly, the DNA 
analyses of feces found between Humla and Kanchenjunga 

I am deeply moved by the confidence  
     of the

Interview

Dr. Shailendra Thakali from Thini village, 
Mustang has been affiliated with various 
conservation related organizations for 
the protected area management and 
conservation initiatives over the last 27 
years. He was Director at National Trust 
for Nature Conservation (NTNC) for more 
than eight years, Manager at The Mountain 
Institute (TMI) for six years and worked 
as an Advisor at the Department for 
International Development (DFID) for three 
years. He obtained his PhD on Environment 
Management from Lincoln Universty, 
New Zealand and now he is working as a 
freelance consultant. Prof. Karan B. Shah 
and Anil Adhikari talked to him on different 
dimensions of Snow Leopard conservation. 
Excerpts of his interview are presented 
here.
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areas have confirmed existence of 74 snow leopards. Even 
though the analyses cannot be considered a complete one, 
it highlights the fact that the snow leopards are found in 
the entire northern mountain region of Nepal. In order to 
estimate the correct number of snow leopard in Nepal, a 
comprehensive study is needed.

While studying the fecesin 2009, nearly 30% of the metabolic 
waste related to the cattle. The content went up to 40% in 
2016. If this trend continues will it not increase the conflict 
between villagers and snow leopard?

This study indicates two major trends; either the number 
of natural prey of the snow leopard is declining or the 
number of snow leopard is increasing. This study clearly 
indicates that the snow leopard is increasingly relying on the 
domestic animals and signifies the future conflict. We need 
to emphasize on compensation and reliefs to address this 
issue on time.

Do you think the reliefs and insurance coverage are working 
to mitigate these issues?

The amount of relief and insurance coverage for the livestock 
loss is very low in comparison to the real market values. The 

Ministry of Agriculture, the government of Nepal provides 
insurance coverage for compensation and the Ministry of 
Forest provides reliefs to the villagers. However, owing to 
various reasons the government policies and programs of 
such reliefs and insurance are not very effective. NTNC and 
WWF also offer reliefs and insurance coverage but to make 
such provisions more effective, these should be linked to the 
government’s policies and programs. I think snow leopards 
every year kills between 2000 and 2500 domestic animals. 
If the government provides reliefs at the current market 
price of the cattles, it will amount to 90 million NRS, which 
is less than annual budget of a village council. Therefore, 
the government itself should put more emphasis on relief 
works and insurance coverage. I believe that we study on 
the damages inflicted by the snow leopards and the financial 
burdens thereof we can make the relief works and insurance 
coverage more effective.

What do think about the pasture management? 

I do not think that we have done any visible work in managing 
the pastures. We need go a long way in order to improve the 
pastures, develop approach tracks and improve the general 
health conditions of the animals. One way to manage the 
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pastures in a better way is to divide the pastures into several 
blocks and manage them.

What do you think the direct threat or challenge to conserve 
the snow leopard? 

We can see the changes in the ecology of the mountains 
due to the construction of roads, which have affected the 
number, and habitats of the snow leopard (and presumably 
many other species as well). Since the tree line (the 
natural demarcation line after which tree cannot grow) is 
moving upward the alpine area (high mountainous region) 
is increasingly shrinking. The shepherds in Kanchenjunga 
and Shey-Phoksundo have shared their experience that 
the blue sheep in the areas usually cross the tree line and 
the possibility of snow leopard also crossing the tree line 
chasing the blue sheep. Studies revealed that some snow 
leopards were even caught and died in the trap that was 
meant to catch musk deer. Further, due to the absence of 
security forces in the high passes and open borders there 
is a perennial danger of smuggling of bones of rare and 
endangered animals.

How do you appraise the impact of Yarsha Gumba harvest 
on snow leopard?  

The trend to collect Yarsha Gumba is alarming in the 
mountainous Dolpo, Manang and Mustang . Thousands 
of people throng to the high mountain pastures that are 
inadvertently disrupting the natural habitat of the endangered 
animals. The regions are badly polluted. The government 
collects substantial amount in revenues from Yarsa collectors 
but it cannot manage the collection in a sustainable way. The 
government fails to plan and implement several measures 
such as phase-wise collection of Yarsa Gumba, garbage 
management, determining appropriate number of collectors, 
monitoring of Yarsa collection, establishing temporary 
security posts, checking unauthorized entry of Yarsa 
collectors etc. Yarsa collection has become a huge source of 
income to the locals as well as outsiders. We cannot prohibit 
people from collecting Yarsa Gumba but we can certainly 
manage it in a better way.

People say that the locals are engaged in retaliate killings of 
wild animals!

Although we have heard that the shepherds sometimes 
kill the wild animals in revenge, it cannot be substantiated 
that such incidents occur in the conservation areas in the 
mountain regions because there several programs are 
underway to create awareness in the communities near the 
habitat of snow leopard. The local committees are active in 
snow leopard conservation and the people are aware that 
killing a snow leopard is illegal. Many are probably too fearful 
to try!

How do you comment on the involvement of the locals in 
poaching and smuggling of bones, skin, hairs etc. of the snow 
leopard ?

We know that the local people are involved in poaching of 
rhinos in the protected areas in Terai. Comparatively, the 
people living in the mountain regions have not been found 
so much involved in poaching.  However, some locals have 
been arrested smuggling animal body parts, which have been 
brought from other areas, to Tibet using the mountainous 
route where there are few police or check-posts  

How do you evaluate the role of the citizen scientist in 
snow leopard conservation?

I am deeply moved by the confidence shown by the citizen 
scientists. Most of them were shepherds who have been 
trained as citizen scientists. They grew up interacting with 
the snow leopards and now some of them are tourism 
entrepreneurs and some have become mountaineers. They 
are well aware of behaviors of the snow leopard and now 
they have learnt the skill to preserve them. The citizen 
scientists are involved in survey of small preys, setting up 
of remote cameras, helping with satellite collars and traps, 
identification of biological corridors, logistic arrangement 
and taking pictures. They are very much interested in works 
that are related to snow leopard conservation.

The Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection 
Program (GSLEP) aims to increase the number of adult 
snow leopards to at least 100 breeding individuals in three 
ecological belts of Nepal; Western, Annapurna-Manasalu and 
Eastern Landscape belt by 2020, do you think the target will 
be materialized? 

Theoretically this is possible because Nepal has secured 
necessary habitats for the targeted number of snow leopard. 
Nepal’s protected areas such as Kanchenjunga, Sagarmatha, 
Makalu Barun, Gauri Shanker, Langtang, Manasulu, Annapurna, 
Shey Phoksundo and Api Nampa have adequate safe habitat 
for snow leopard. Since the habitats for 100 snow leopard 
in each belt are already there, I think the target is possible 
to achieve.

Finally, what suggestions do you give us to increase 
effectiveness of the Snow Leopard magazine?

I am happy that you are rolling out the 4th issue of Snow 
Leopard magazine. I think you need to increase the 
distribution outreach of this magazine to the schools, local 
clubs etc. located in those areas where snow leopards are 
normally found. You can seek help from the respective 
protected area and other conservation offices located in 
the areas. At the meantime you have to consider the target 
communities of your magazine and give more priority to the 
articles of students and teachers.
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d':tfª lhNnfl:yt l7gL ufpFsf 8f= z}n]Gb« 

ysfnL @& jif{ otf ljleGg ;+/If0fd"ns ;+3 

;+:yfx?df cfj2 /xL ;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg tyf  

;+/If0fd"ns sfo{qmdx?df ;+nUg eO;Sg' ePsf] 5 .  

/fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if -Pgl6Pg;L_ df cf7 jif{ eGbf 

a9L lgb]{zs, lb dfp06]g OG:6LRo"6 -l6PdcfO{_ df ^ jif{ 

k|aGws / a]nfotL cGt/f{li6«o lgof]u -l8PkmcfO8L_ df # 

jif{ ;Nnfxsf/sf ?kdf sfd ul/;Sg' ePsf 8f= ysfnLn]  

Go"h\n}08sf] ln+sg o'lgel;{6af6 jftfj/0f Joj:yfkg ljifodf  

ljBfjfl/lw -lkPr8L_ ug'{ ePsf] 5 . ljut s]xL jif{  

otfb]lv :jtGq k/fdz{bftfsf ?kdf sfo{/t\ 8f= ysfnL;Fu 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf ljleGg cfofdx¿sf af/]df k|fWofks  

s/g axfb'/ zfx / clgn clwsf/Ln] lng' ePsf] cGtjf{tf{sf] 

;Dkflbt c+z oxfF k|:t't ul/Psf] 5 .

lxpF lrt'jfsf] af/]df tkfOFsf] a'emfO{ s] 5 <

d ;fgf] x'Fbf lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ Pp6f b'i6 hGt'sf] ?kdf a'e]
msf] lyPF, lsgsL To;n] 3/d} / 5/l5d]sdf e]8fafv|f, rf}F/L  
vfOlbGYof] . k|ltzf]w :j?k lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ ufpFn]x¿n] df/]/ 
ufpF 3'dfPsf] klg b]v]sf] xf] . lxpF lrt'jf  df/]/ axfb'/ ag]/ 
;fdflhs k|lti7f a6'Ng] sfd :yfgLox?n] u/]sf klg x'g\ t/ 
ha d ;+/If0fnfO{ k]zf agfP/ @& jif{ cl3 of] If]qdf nfu]+, lxdfnL 
If]qsf] jftfj/0f ;+/If0f lxpF lrt'jf h:tf hgfj/x¿sf] ;+/If0f;Fu 
ufFl;Psf] tYonfO{ d}n] a'e]+m / o;}df ;s[o eO/fv]+ . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf y'k|} sfdx? eO/fv]sf 5g\ . lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;+Vof a9\of]] of 36\of]<

:yfgLox?n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] lbzf -:Sof6_ x? w]/} e]l6g]  
u/]sf], lxpF lrt'jfaf6 ufO{ j:t'sf] Ifltsf] ;+Vof a9\b}  
u/]sf] / lxpF lrt'jf  b]lvg] k|j[lQ klxn] eGbf a9]sf] eG5g\ .  
8f]Nkf]df lg :yfgLox?n] a9]sf] eg]sf 5g\ . dgfªdf  
lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] gofF tl:j/x¿ cfO/x]sf] 5. 8An'8An'Pkmsf] 
k|f]6]lS6ª u8\; k]6\ Og lb lxdfno cfof]hgf cGtu{t s~rgh+3fdf 
^%) ju{ lsld If]qdf /fv]sf] l/df]6 Sofd/faf6 * j6f leGbfleGb} 
lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] tl:j/ lnOPsf] lyof] . x'Dnf b]lv s~rgh+3f  
If]qdf u/]sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] lbzfsf] -:Sof6_ l8PgP ljZn]if0faf6 
&$ j6f lxpF lrt'jfx? klxrfg ePsf 5g\ . of] cfk}mdf k"0f{  

;ª\Vof gePklg o;n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] pkl:ylt g]kfnsf] k"jL{  
e]ub]lv klZrd lxdfnL If]qx¿df /x]sf] oyfy{tfnfO{ :ki6 kfb{5 . 
t/ g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;ª\Vof olsg ug{ lj:t[t cg';Gwfg 
g} ug'{kb{5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] lbzf -:Sof6_ cWoog\ ubf{ ;g\ @))( df lbzfdf 
3/ kfn'jf j:t'sf] dfqf #)Ü k]mnf k/]sf] lyof] eg] ;g\ @)!^ 
df Tof] kl/df0f $)Ü b]vfof] . olb oxL cg'kftdf 3/kfn'jf j:t'  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f eO/xg] xf] eg] s] To;n] åGånfO{ a9fjf 
lb+b}g / Û

of] cWoogn] b'Oj6f s'/fx¿ c8\sn ug{ ;lsG5, of lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
k|fs[lts cfxf/f k|hfltsf] ;ª\Vof 36\of] jf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof 
a9\of] . o;n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/fdf 3/ kfn'jf j:t'sf] dfqf  
a9]sf] b]vfpF5 . of] cfk}mdf kl5 åGå w]/} x'g;S5 eGg] ;+s]t 
klg xf] . o;nfO{ a]n}df ;Daf]wg ug{ Ifltk"lt{ / /fxtsf] s'/fnfO{ 
hf]8 lbg'k5{ . 

/fxt / ladf of]hgfn] slQsf] sfd u/]sf] 5 eGg] nfUb5 <

lxpF lrt'jfaf6 x'g] j:t'efpsf] Ifltk"lt jfkt /fxt / j:t' ladf  
/sd ahf/ d"Nosf] cg'kftdf Hofb} Go"g 5 . g]kfn  
;/sf/n] klg s[lif dGqfno cGtu{t ladfsf] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . 
jg dGqfnon] /fxtsf] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . t/ ljleGg sf/0fx¿n] 
ubf{ /fxt tyf ladf ;DaGwL gLlt / sfo{qmdx¿ Tolt k|efjsf/L 
5}g . s]xL ;+:yfx¿ h:t} /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if -Pgl6Pg;L_ 
/ 8An'8An'Pkmsf] ;xof]udf /fxt / ladfsf] sfo{qmdx¿ klg  
rn]sf 5g\ . oL sfo{qmdx¿nfO{ cem k|efjsf/L agfpg  
;/sf/L gLlt tyf sfo{qmdx¿;Fu hf]8\g' kb{5 . d]/f] cg'dfgdf 
lxpF lrt'jfn] g]kfnel/ jflif{s b'O{ xhf/b]lv klRr; ;o 3/kfn'jf 
j:t'x¿ df5{g\ . k|rlnt d"Nodf /fxt lb+bf klg jflif{s sl/a  
( s/f]8 hlt k'Unf h'g /sd g]kfn ;/sf/n] Pp6f ufpF kflnsfnfO{ 
lbg] eGbf lgs} yf]/} ah]6 xf] . ctM g]kfn ;/sf/n] g} /fxt / 
ladf sfo{qmddf a9L ;+j]bgzLn x'g' kb{5 eGg] dnfO{ nfUb5 . 
lxpF lrt'jfaf6 x'g] Iflt / To;af6 kg]{ cfly{s af]emaf/] klg /fd|f] 
cWoog\ ePdf /fxt / ladf sfo{qmdnfO{ ;'wfg{ ;lsG5 . 

r/gx¿sf] Joj:yfkgsf] ;Gbe{df oxfFsf] s] /fo 5 <

xfdL sxfF r/g Joj:yfkgdf sfd t ePsf] 5 t/ b]lvg] sfd 
eP h:tf] nfUb}g . r/g ;'wf/ ug{, ToxfFsf] kx'Fr ljsf; ug{, 
hgfj/sf] :jf:Yosf] cj:yf ;'wf/ ug{ ePsf sfd cem a9fpg' 
kb{5 . r/g If]qnfO{ lg w]/} Ansx¿df ljefhg u/]/ Joj:yfkg 
ug{ ;lsG5 . 

l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6x¿sf]   
cfTdljZjf;n] d a9L k|efljt 5'

cGtjf{tf{
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lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] k|ToIf vt/f jf r'gf}lt s] nfO{ 7fGg' x'G5 <

af6f]sf] kx'Frsf sf/0f lxdfnL e"kl/lwx¿df c;/ b]Vg ;lsG5 
h;n] lxpF lrt'jf -/ ;Dejt cGo y'k|} jGohGt'x¿_ sf] 
;+Vof / jf;:yfgdf k|efj kfb{5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f  
l6«–nfOgx¿ -?v pd|g] g;Sg] pRr ;Ldf /]vf_ dfl:t/ ;b}{  
uPsf]n] cNkfOg -pRr kjtL{o If]q_ x¿ v'Dr+b} uPsf] 5 .   
s~rghª\3f / z]–kmf]S;'08f]df uf]7fnfx¿n] gfp/x¿  
l6«–nfOgeGbf tnlt/ emg]{ u/]sf] cg'ej ;'gfP . lxpF lrt'jfx¿ 
ltgnfO{ k5\ofpFb} tn emg{ ;Sg] ;Defjgf lg b]lvof] .  
s:t'/Lsf] kf;f]df lxpF lrt'jf k/]/ d/]sf] klg cg';Gwfgn]  
b]vfPsf] 5 . csf]{ s'/f,xfd|f xfOkf;x? -b'O{ kj{tx¿aLrsf] ;fF3'/f 
af6f_ df ;'/Iff lgsfosf] pkl:ylt gx'gfn] / v'nf l;dfgfsf] 
sf/0f klg jGohGt'sf] xf8vf]/ lgsf; ug]{ vt/f b]lvG5 .

of;f{u'Daf ;+sng / To;n] lxpF lrt'jfdf kf/]sf] k|efjnfO{ s;/L 
d"Nofs+g ug'{x'G5 <

lxdfnL If]qx¿ 8f]Nkf], dgfª, d':tfªdf of;f{u'Daf l6Kg] k|j[lQ XjfQ} 
a9]sf] 5 . xhf/f}+ dflg;x¿ of;f{u'Daf l6Kg pRr lxdfnL vs{x¿df 
cf]Ol/G5g\ h;n] ;+s6fkGg jGohGt'x¿sf] jf;:yfgdf 
vnn k'¥ofO/x]sf] 5 . k|b'if0f plQs} 5 . of;f{ ;+snsx¿af6  
/fHon] z'Ns lnPtfklg ;+sng sfo{nfO{ /fHon] Jojl:yt ug{  
;s]sf] b]lvGg . r/0fj4 lsl;dn] ;+sng ug]{, kmf]x/ 
;+sng ug]{, ;+snssf] ;+Vof lgwf{/0f ug]{, plrt cg'udg 
ug]{, c:yfoL ;'/Iff kf]i6 lgdf{0f ug]{, k|j]zf1f lnP glnPsf] hfFr  
ug]{ h:tf y'k|} sfdx¿ u/]sf] b]lvb}g . of;f{ ;+sng sfo{ 
:yfgLo / u}/ :yfgLosf] nflu 7"nf] cfly{s ;|f]t aGg k'u]sf] 5 . 
o;nfO{ k|ltaGw t nufpg ;ls+b}g, t/ Jojl:yt ug{ ;lsG5 . 

:yfgLox¿n] abnfsf] efjgfn] dfg]{ ub{5g\ eGg] lg ;'lgG5 Û 

uf]7fnfx?n] cfˆgf] kz' vfPsf] emf]+sdf abnfjsf] efjn]  
dfg]{ u/]sf] s'/f ;'Ggdf cfPtf klg xfd|f] lxdfnL ;+/If0f  
If]qx¿ / ;f] cf;kf; To;/L df/]sf] eg] b]lvGg lsgsL  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg If]q j/k/ ;d'bfox¿df ;+/If0fd"ns  
;r]tgf sfo{qmdx¿ ;~rfngdf /x]sf], ;ldltx¿ ;lqmo /x]sf] 
/ lxpF lrt'jf df/] ;hfoF ef]Ug' kg]{ 8/n] lg To;f] ePsf] 5 eGg] 
dnfO{ nfUb}g .

lxpF lrt'jfsf] x•L, 5fnf, /f}+ cflbsf] rf]/L lzsf/df :yfgLox¿sf] 
;+nUgtfsf] ljifodf oxfFsf] s] l6Kk0fL 5 <

t/fO{sf ;+/lIft If]qx¿df u}+8fsf] rf]/L lzsf/df :yfgLox¿ 
;+nUg ePsf] b]lvG5 . To;sf] cg'kftdf lxdfnL If]qx¿df 
:yfgLox¿sf] ;+nUgtf vf;} b]lvb}g . a? cGoqaf6 lsg]/ 
NofPsf] jGohGt'x¿sf] cª\ux¿nfO{ kxf8L af6f]x¿ eO{ ltAatL 
gfsf eP/ s6fpg] hxfF yf]/} ;'/IffsdL{ / hfFr rf}sLx¿ x'G5g\ 
/ cf];f/ k;f/df s]xL :yfgLox¿ ;+nUg ePsf] / a]nfavt 
ltgLx¿ kqmfp kg]{ u/]sf] eg] kfOG5 . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmddf l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6 -gful/s 
j}1flgs_ x¿sf] e"ldsfnfO{ s;/L d"Nofs+g ug'{x'G5<

l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6x¿n] b]vfPsf] cfTdljZjf;af6 d a9L k|efljt  
5' . k|foh;f] l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6x? k"j{ uf]7fnfx? x'g\ . pgLx? 
lxpF lrt'jf;Fu cGts[{of u/]/} x's]{ . sf]xL ko{6g Joj;foL 
5g\, sf]xL lxdfn cf/f]x0fdf 5g\ . lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfgLafgL lg 
pgLx?nfO{ yfxf 5 . ;+/If0f ug]{ ;Lk lg pgLx¿n] l;s]sf  
5g\ . ;fgf cfxf/f k|hfltx¿sf] ;e]{If0f ug]{, l/df]6 Sofd/f ;]6 ug]{,  
:of6\nfO6 sn/ / kf;f]x¿ yfKg d2t ug]{, h}ljs dfu{x?sf] klxrfg  
ug]{, cfjZos ;fdu|Lx¿ ldnfpg] / tl:j/x¿ lvRg] cflb y'k|} 
sfd l;l6hg ;fOlG6:6x¿n] ub}{ cfPsf 5g\ . lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
;DaGwL sfd k|lt nufj lg 5 pgLx¿nfO{ . 

lhO{P;PnOkLsf] p2]Zo cg'?k g]kfnsf tLg e"–kl/lwx¿ klZrd, 
cGgk"0f{–dgf:n' / k"jL{ e"–kl/lwdf ;g\ @)@) ;Dddf k|To]sdf 
jo:s lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+Vof slDtdf k|hgg\ of]Uo !)) j6f 
k'¥ofpg] eGg] 5, tf]lsPsf] ;do d} s] of] ;Dej 5 <

l;4fGtt\ of] ;Dej 5 lsgsL o;sf] nflu rflxg] jf;:yfg  
g]kfnn] ;'/lIft ul/;s]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] s~rgh+3f, ;u/dfyf, 
dsfn' a?0f, uf}/L z+s/, nfª6fª, dgf:n' cGgk"0f{, klZrddf 
z]–kmf]S;'08f] / clKkgDkf ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ pko'Qm 
jf;:yfg ;+/lIft 5 . xfdLnfO{ rflxg] Pp6f e"kl/lwdf !)) 
j6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿ a:g ;Sg] jf;:yfg ToxfF eO;s]sf]n] of] 
;Defjgf k|an b]Vb5' .

cGTodf, lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf] k|efjsfl/tfnfO{ a9fpg s] ;'emfa 
lbg' x'G5 <

of] v'zLsf] s'/f xf] ls lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf] rf}yf] cª\s lg:sg] 
tof/Ldf 5 . o;sf] ljt/0fnfO{ lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] If]q jl/kl/sf 
ljBfnox¿, :yfgLo o'jf Snax¿;Dd k}mNofpg' kb{5 cyf{t\ 
klqsfsf] ljt/0fnfO{ a9fpg kb{5 . o;sf nflu ;DalGwt 
;+/lIft If]qsf sfof{nox?sf] ;xof]u lng ;lsG5 . nlIft 
;d'bfonfO{ ;'xfpFbf] Pj+ ljBfyL{ / lzIfsx¿sf] n]v /rgfx¿nfO{ 
k|fyldstf lbOg' kb{5 .
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Comic / lrqsyf

Lakpa is chasing the jharal away from her 
kitchen garden. Her home is the buffer 
zone area of Sagarmatha National Park. 
Sometimes jharal destroys the vegetables 
they have grown so painstakingly.

nfSkf s/];faf/Ld} emf/n nv]6\5Lg\ . 
;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] dWojtL{ ufpFdf pgsf]  
3/ 5 . obfsbf emf/nn] b'Mv u/]/ x'sf{Psf] t/sf/L 
lgld6ØfGg} kfl/lbG5 .

1

Lakpa’s herds of sheep and cows graze in the 
pastures. Suddenly a snow leopard attacks one 
of Lakpa's sheep.

nfSkfsf] e]8f / ufO{ vs{df r5{g\ . ToxL df}sfdf  
lxpF lrt'jfn] nfSkfsf] Pp6f e]8fnfO{ c7\ØfpF5 .

One day a jharal is attacked by dogs in the village. The jharal is a primary natural prey for the snow 
leopard in Sagarmatha National Park.

Pslbg nfSkfsf] s/];faf/Ldf ufpFs} s's'/x¿sf] kmGbfdf k5{ emf/n . emf/n  
;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~hdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|d'v k|fs[lts cfxf/f xf] . 

2

4

Community Stewardship for Snow Leopard Conservation

Wait !  
I will see you

tf]+NnfO{ kv\ Û

Here we  
got you ! 

aNn k]mnf kl/;\ 

You are  
dead now !

ca tF dl/;\ 

(clutching the sheep)  
I enjoy a different taste  

today, What a tasty  
meat of sheep ! 

-e]8fnfO{ c7\\ØfpFb}_  
6]:6 r]Gh ef] cfh . 

Sof ld7f] e]8fsf] df;' Û

Lhakpa has called a meeting of the Snow Leopard Saving and Credit Management Committee as 
the number of natural preys is diminishing in the wild and the livestock of the villagers are being 
killed in pastures. 

ufpFdf k|fs[lts cfxf/f dfl;g], vs{df 3/kfn'jf j:t' dfl/g yfn]kl5 Pslbg nfSkfn] lxpF lrt'jf art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg 
;d"xsf] j}7s af]nfpFl5g\ .  

We should  
not spare the snow  

leopard  
that kills our livestock !

xfd|f] j:t' vfg] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{  

5f8\g' x'Fb}g .

Concept/Write-up: Anil Adhikari, Illustration: Rajman Maharjan

3

 
 

 

 

 

The snow leopard is a  
protected animal, we need to 
conserve it. Rather than killing  
it we should be more careful 
looking after our livestock.

lxpF lrt'jf t ;+/lIft hGt' xf],  

oNnfO{ dfg'{ eGbf a?  

xfdL kf] rgfvf] x'g'k5{ . 

Finally the committee makes the following decision:
cGtdf ;d"xn] lgDg lg0f{ox¿ ub{5M 

lg0f{ox¿M Decisions:

s/];faf/Ldf tf/af/  
ug]{ / /]vb]v ug]{ . 

vs{x¿df hyfefjL j:t' 
g5f8\g] / j:t'sf]  
/fd|f] Vofn ug]{ . 

lxpF lrt'jf / lzsf/L hGt'n] 
3/kfn'jf j:t' vfP ;+/If0f 
sf]ifaf6 lgDg Ifltk"lt{ lbg]M
– e]8f afv|fsf]  ?= !,%))
– ufO{ / rf}F/Lsf] ?= %,)))
– afR5f afR5Lsf] ?= @,%))

Fencing and taking care 
of the kitchen garden

Taking good care of 
their livestock and not 
to leave them carelessly 
in the pastures

Compensation of the 
following amounts from 
the conservation fund if 
the livestock are killed 
by the snow leopard 
and other predators:
: Sheep and goat RS. 1500
: Cow and yak-RS. 5000
: Calf-Rs.2500
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How do you save  

On the rocky cliffs of the Himalaya, the path to snow 
leopard conservation is paved in feces.

Their population decimated by poaching and habitat 
destruction, only about 4,000 of the endangered cats 
remains in the wild, according to the World Wildlife Fund. 
Conflicts with mountain farmers and pastoral herders also 
contribute to their dwindling numbers.

“The problem is when a snow leopard gets inside a livestock 
pen,” said Dr. Madhu Chetri, a biologist at Inland Norway 
University of Applied Sciences. When that happens, he said, 
the carnivore usually eats a handful of goats and sheep, but 
in some cases it can massacre more than 100 animals in a 
single corral.

If the cat gets stuck in a pen, the inevitable tends to occur. 
“There is a high chance the herders will kill it in retaliation,” 
he said.

Dr. Chetri and his team are studying conflicts between 
humans and snow leopards in areas of Nepal in order to find 
ways to mitigate them. That’s why they spent more than 150 
days in the Central Himalayas sniffing out snow leopard scat. 
Embedded in the excrement were clues to decoding the 
cat’s diet and determining how often it ate livestock, which 
could one day guide conservation strategies to reduce 
contact between snow leopards and farm animals. 

In addition to collecting snow leopard feces, the team also 
scooped up wolf droppings. Himalayan wolves are not nearly 
as threatened as their feline counterparts, but they are also 
an elusive mountain predator that meddles with livestock.

Dr. Chetri and his colleagues trekked along trails, mountain 
ridges, riverbeds and mountain passes collecting the 
predators’ wastes. When they came across a pile, they 
placed a small piece into a plastic tube and a large chunk 

into a paper envelope. They performed DNA analysis on 
the pieces in the plastic tubes to determine whether they 
belonged to a snow leopard, wolf or some other carnivore, 
as well as to figure out if it was left by a male or a female. 
The researchers later examined the pieces in the envelopes 
for traces of fur to determine what the predator had eaten.

They collected more than 800 dung samples, but not 
everyone was a winner. In a few cases they accidentally 
collected feces that belonged to a feral dog, a lynx or a 
brown bear. Among their fecal data set, they verified that 
182 of their specimens belonged to snow leopards and 57 
to wolves.

The researchers used water and mesh sieves to extract hair 
from the larger samples and manually took out bones, claws, 
feathers and plants. The team found that 27 percent of the 
snow leopard stool samples included domestic animals like 
horses and goats.

But by far the most popular animal that the spotted cats 
were dining on was the blue sheep. Traces of this big 
horned beast appeared in more than half of the samples. 
The researchers also found that livestock remains appeared 
in male droppings twice as often as in the specimens from 
females.

Dr. Chetri said that their findings would serve as the first 
step toward understanding how snow leopards affect the 
livestock of the rural peoples in the Himalayas. Their next 
steps are to determine the economic impact that the 
killings of farm animals have on the pasture herders, and 
then to develop strategies that will help reduce interactions 
between humans and the cats.

As the field work came to an end, Dr. Chetri experienced a 
frightening encounter.

“On the last day the snow leopard spotted me thinking maybe I 
was a prey,” he said. As he was hiding in the cliffs, the cat crawled 
closer until it was about 10 feet away. “I was really scared and 
I had to turn over and show it, ‘No, I’m not prey, I’m a human.’ 
 
 
NEWS Source:  The New York Times/Feb 8, 2017

First, gather their droppings
Snow Leopards?

article

-  Nicholas St. Fleur 
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lxp“ lrt'jfx?nfO{ s;/L hf]ufpg] < 
 klxnf pgLx?sf] lb;f ;+sng ug{'xf];\

–  lgsf]n; P;6L ˆn]p/

lxdfnL If]qsf r§fgL kx/fx?df ePsf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf 
af6fx¿ lb;} lb;fn] el/Psf] 5 . 

cj}w lzsf/ Pj+ jf;:yfgsf] ljgfzsf sf/0f logLx?sf] ;+Vof 
36b} uPsf] 5 . 8An'8An'Pkmsf cg';f/ s]jn $))) hlt o:tf 
b'n{e la/fnfx? h+undf afFsL 5g\ . lxdfnL If]qsf s[ifsx? / 
vs{df e]8fafv|f r/fpg] uf]7fnfx?;Fu lxpF lrt'jfsf] åGå klg 
ltgsf] ;ª\Vof 36\g'sf] sf/s dflgG5 .

…ha ha lxpF lrt'jf 3/kfn'jf j:t'sf] vf]/ leq k:g yfNb5, ta ta 
;d:of x'G5Ú, ˆofsN6L ckm cKnfO8 Osf]nf]hL P08 Pu|LsNr/ 
;fOG; OGNof08 gj{] ljZjljBfnosf hLjzf:qL 8f= dw' If]qL  
eG5g\ . ha o:tf] 36gf x'G5 of] dfF;xf/L hgfj/n] s]xL e]8f afv|f 
dfq vfG5 t/ s]xL 36gfx?df Pp6} vf]/df !)) eGbf a9L e]8f 
afv|fsf] ;+xf/ u/]sf] pbfx/0f klg 5 . 

cem olb of] h+unL la/fnf] vf]/df km:of] eg] cg{y x'g] ;+efjgf 
x'G5 . pgL eG5g æabnfdf uf]7fnfx?n] o;nfO{ dfg{] 7"nf] 
;+efjgf /xG5 .Æ

8f= If]qL / pgsf] 6f]nL dflg; / lxpF lrt'jf aLrsf] åGå / 
To;sf] ;dfwfgsf pkfo kQf nufpgsf nlfu g]kfndf cWoog\  
ul//x]sf 5g\ . To;}n] pgLx?n] !%) lbgeGbf a9L ;do 
dWo lxdfnL If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] lb;f ;'F3\b} lx+8\b}  latfP . lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] lbzfsf] cWoogaf6 o;n] s] s] vfG5 eGg] s'/f kQf 
nufpg ;lsG5 / 3/kfn'jf hgfj/nfO{ slQsf] cfxf/ agfpg] 
/x]5 eg]/ lgwf{/0f ug{ ;lsG5 . o:tf] ;"rgfn] ;+/If0f /0fgLlt  
agfpg]x?nfO{ Ps lbg lxpF lrt'jf / 3/kfn'jf hgfj/ aLrsf] 
;Dks{ sd ug{  lbzf lgb{]z ug{ ;Sb5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] lb;f ;+sng ug'{sf cnfjf pQm 6f]nLn] AjfF;fx¿sf] 
lbzf klg l6k]/ NofPsf] lyof] . lxdfnL AcfF;fx? logLx?sf] 
;dsIfL k|hflt lxpF lrt'jf h:tf] vt/fsf] ;"lrdf gePklg oL 
AjfF;fx? Kflg n'sLn'sL 3/kn'jf hgfj/nfO{ b'vMlbg] lxdfnL  
e]usf lzsf/L hgfj/x? x'g\ . 

8f= If]qL / pgsf ;xsdL{x?n] k/eIfL hgfj/x?sf] lbzf ;+sng 
ug{ kbdfu{x? k5\ofp+b}, kj{tsf rf]6L / 8fF8fsfF8f, gbL lsgf/ 
/ lxdfnL eGHofËx? kf/ u/]sf lyP . ha pgLx?n] lbzfsf]  
y'k|f]x¿ km]nf kfb{y] s]xL lbzf Knfli6ssf] 6o"adf / c? lbzfsf] 
y'k|f] sfuhsf] vfddf /fv]/ ;+sng ub{y] . Knfli6ssf] 
6o"adf /fv]sf] lbzfsf] l8PgP k/LIf0f u/]/ pgLx?n] pQm lb;f  

lxpF lrt'jf, AjfF;f] jf cGo s'g} df+;xf/L hgfj/sf] xf] eg]/ / efn] 
jf kf]yL s;sf] xf] eg]/ 5'§ØfpFby] . sfuhsf] vfdsf] lbzfdf 
ePsf /f}+ af6 pQm lzsf/L hgfj/n] s'g hgfj/ vfPsf] 5 eg]/ 
cg';Gwfgstf{x?n] kQf nufpFby] .

pgLx?n] *)) eGbf a9L lb;fsf gd'gfx? ;+sng u/]sf 
lyP t/ ;a} gd'gfx? ;f]r] h:tf] eg] lyPgg\ . slxn]sf+xL t 
pgLx?n] ;+sng u/]sf] lb;f em'lSsP/ h+unL ePsf s's'/, 
jg la/fnf] / /ftf] efn'sf] klg k/]5 . pgLx?n] ;+sng u/]sf] 
lb;fsf] gd'gfx? dWo] !*@ j6f gd'gf lxpF lrt'jfsf] / %& j6f 
AjfF;fx¿sf lyP .

cg';Gwfgstf{x?n] lb;faf6 /f}x? lgsfNg kfgL / rfNgLsf]  
k|of]u u/]sf lyP eg] xf8sf 6's|fx?, gª\u, KjfFv / jg:kltsf] 
cjz]ifx? xft}n] 5'6\ofPsf lyP . pQm 6f]nLn] @& k|ltzt 
gd'gfx?df 3f]8f / afv|fh:tf 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf cjz]ifx?  
e]6fPsf lyP .

h] ePklg lx+pF lrt'jfn] ;a}eGbf a9L cfxf/f agfpg] hgfj/ gfp/ g} 
xf] . ;+sng ul/Psf gd'gfx¿ dWo] cfwf eGbf a9Ldf of] ljzfn 
l;+u x'g] hgfj/sf] cjz]if e]l6of]. cg';Gwfgstf{x?n] of] klg 
kQf nufP ls kf]yL lxpF lrt'jf eGbf efn]sf] lb;fdf 3/kfn'jf 
hgfj/sf cjz]ifx? b'u'gf] a9L kfOPsf] lyof] . 

8f= If]qL eG5g\ …cg';Gwfgaf6 kQf nfu]sf s'/fx?n] lxpF 
lrt'jfn] lxdfnL If]qdf a;f]af; ug{] :yfgLox?sf 3/kfn'jf  
hgfj/x?nfO{ s;/L c;/ u5{ eGg] s'/f a'em\g klxnf] v'8lsnf]
sf] ?kdf sfd ub{5 . pgLx?sf] cg';Gwfgsf] csf{] r/0fx? 
eg]sf] 3/kfn'jf hgfj/x?nfO{ dfbf{ uf]7fnfx?nfO{ x'g] cfly{s  
gf]S;fgL lgwf{/0f ug{' xf] / dflg;x? / lxpF lrt'jfsf] cGt{ls|ofnfO{ 
sd ug{sf nflu /0fgLlt ljsf; ug{' xf] .Ú

:ynut sfo{ k"/f ePkl5 8f=If]qLn] Pp6f 8/nfUbf] hDsfe]6sf] 
cg'ej u/] .

pgn] eg] …xfd|f] sfdsf] clGtd lbgdf lxpF lrt'jfn] dnfO{  
b]Vof] / d p;sf] cfxf/f xF+' eg]/ zfob ;f]r]sf] x'g ;S5 .Ú  pgL 
r§fgdf n's]/ a;]sf] x'gfn] Tof] lxpF lrt'jf pgsf] !) lkm6 glhs} 
;Dd 3;|]/ cfof] . …d Psbd} 8/fPF, d}n] pmlt/ 3'd]/ eg]+ …d t]/f] 
cfxf/ xf]Og, d dfG5] x'F .Ú  

;dfrf/ ;|f]t M b Go"of]s{ 6fOD;÷k]ma|'c/L *, @)!&
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is one-quarter livestock

In the central Himalayas of Nepal, snow leopards 
depend on livestock for about 25 percent of their diet.

Endangered snow leopards and rare Himalayan wolves 
may be giving conservationists in Nepal a new kind of 
headache. Although both species prefer dining on wild 
prey, a new study shows they consume far more livestock 
than realized, a burden on the migrating herders who 
let their goats, yaks, cows, and horses wander—often 
unaccompanied—in the region’s mountain pastures. 
To find out whether the wild predators were helping 
themselves to the occasional domesticated animal 
meal, scientists collected 182 snow leopard (Panthera 
uncia, shown above) and 57 wolf  (Canis lupus) scats 
from 26 sites spread across 5,000 square kilometers 
of mountain terrain in the Annapurna and Manaslu 
conservation areas. Their genetic analysis showed that 
wild blue sheep also called bharal comprised 57% of 
the leopards’ diet, whereas small mammals such as 
marmots and hares made up the bulk of the wolves’ 

meals, at 41%. The canids also ate Tibetan gazelles and 
other ungulates, which made up 31% of their diet. 
Next on the list was livestock, making up 24% of the 
wolves’ diets and 27% of the leopards’, the scientists 
reported today in PLOS ONE. The spotted cats 
seem to prefer horses and goats, whereas the wolves 
favor goats, horses, cows, and yaks—an animal the 
leopards avoid, perhaps because of its size. Males are 
the primary livestock killers, possibly because females 
are more wary, the scientists say. The findings come as 
no surprise to the scientists, who predicted that the 
predators would eat more livestock when wild prey 
was scarce—a behavior common to big wild cats like 
tigers, lions, and cougars. But they also worry that the 
predators’ taste for domesticated animals will make it 
harder to protect them from humans seeking revenge. 
One solution? Building up the populations of the 
leopards’ and wolves’ wild prey.

© 2018 American Association for the Advancement of Science

Rare Snow Leopard's diet

 ~ Virginia Morell

article
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b'n{e lxp“ lrt'jfsf]  
Ps rf}yfO{ cfxf/f 3/kfn'jf hgfj/x?

– elh{lgof df]/]n

g]kfnsf] dWo lxdfnL e]udf lxpF lrt'jfx¿ cfxf/sf nflu  

3/ kfn'jf hgfj/x? dfly @% k|ltzt ;Dd lge{/ /xG5g\  .

vt/fsf] ;"lrdf /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jf / b'n{e lxdfnL AjfF;f]x?  

g]kfnL ;+/If0fstf{x?nfO{ gofF vfn] 6fpsf] b'vfO{ ePsf]  

5 . oBkL oL b'j} k|hfltx¿ h+unL hgfj/x?sf] lzsf/ ug{ dg  

k/fpF5g . ;fwf/0ftofM ;f]r]sf] eGbf a9L 3/kfn'jf hgfj/x?nfO{ 

cfxf/ agfpg] s'/f gofF cWoogn] b]vfpF5 . of] tYo cfˆgf afv|f, 

rf}+/L, ufO{ / 3f]8fx? pRr lxdfnL r/g If]qx?df rg{sf nflu 5fl8lbg] 

3'dGt] uf]7fnfx?sf nflu 7"nf] r'gf}lt ePsf] 5 . h+unL hGt'x?n] 

3/kfn'jf hgfj/x?nfO{ slxn]sfxLF df/]/ vfO/x]sf 5g\ ls eg]/ 

kQf nufpgsf nflu j}1flgsx?n] cGgk"0f{ / dgf:n' ;+/If0f  

If]qsf] %))) ju{ ls=ld=sf] lxdfnL e]usf @^ :yfgx?af6 

!*@ j6f lxpF lrt'jf / %& j6f AjfF;fx¿sf] lbzfsf gd'gfx? 

;+sng u/]sf lyP . pgLx?n] u/]sf]  ljZn]if0faf6 lxpF lrt'jfsf]  

cfx/fdf gfp/sf] lx:;f %& k|ltzt b]lvPsf] 5 eg]  

AjfF;f]sf] cfxf/df ;fgf :tgwf/L hgfj/x? ˆofp d';f  /  

v/fof]sf] lx:;f $! k|ltzt 5 . of] s's'/ k|hfltsf] cyf{t 

AjfF;f]sf] cfxf/df 3f]jf / cGo v'/ x'g] hgfj/x?sf] lx:;f 

#! k|ltzt 5 . j}1flgsx?sf] syg cg';f/ cfxf/sf] ;"lrdf  

AjfF;f]sf] cfxf/ dWo] @$ k|ltzt / lxpF lrt'jfsf] @& k|ltzt  

3/kfn'jf hgfj/x? kb{5g\ . lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] 3f]8f / afv|f  

dgk/fPsf] b]lvG5 eg] AjfF;f]n] afv|f, 3f]8f, ufO{ / rf}+/LnfO{ dg  

k/fPsf] b]lvG5g\ . 7"nf] z/L/sf] x'g] ePsf]n] lxpF lrt'jfn] ufO{, 

rf}F/LnfO{ gdf/]sf] x'g;S5 . j}1flgsx?sf cg';f/ efn]x? 

a9L 3/kfn'jf hgfj/nfO{ dfg{] ub{5g\ lsgsL kf]yLx? a9L ;t{s  

/xg] k|s[ltsf x'G5g\ . of] hfgsf/L j}1flgsx?sf nflu gofF 

eg] xf]Og lsgsL pgLx?n] cg'dfg u/] cg';f/ ha h+undf 

kfOg] cfxf/x? sd x'G5g\ ta af3, l;+x / s'Fu/ h:tf lzsf/L 

hgfj/x?n] a9L 3/kfn'jf hgfj/ df/]/ vfg] u/]sf] x'G5 . o; 

tYoaf6 j}1flgsx? lrlGtt 5g\ ls lzsf/L hGt'x?n] 3/kfn'jf 

hgfj/sf] :jfb rfv] kl5 cem a9L lzsf/ ug{ vf]Hb5g\ h;n] 

ubf{ dflg;x?af6 lnOg] abnfaf6 o:tf lzsf/L hgfj/x?nfO{ 

hf]ufpg sl7g x'G5 . Pp6} dfq ;dfwfg Û lxpF lrt'jf / AjfF;f]

x?sf] h+unL cfxf/sf] ;+Vof a9fpg] <

;|f]tM cd]l/sg P;f]l;P;g km/ b P8efG;d]G6 ckm ;fOG;÷@)!*
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The snow leopard, Panthera uncia, is an elusive high-altitude 
specialist that inhabits vast, inaccessible habitat across 12 
Asian countries including Nepal.

The global population is crudely estimated at between 
4,000 and 7,500 individuals, which are sparsely distributed 
along mountain ranges at elevations above 2,000-3,000 m 
between and covering an area in excess of 1.6 million square 
kilometers. Both ecological and molecular information are 
needed to understand the species, prioritize populations for 
conservation, and develop recovery or management plans.

The snow leopard remains the last large felid to be the 
subject of a comprehensive subspecies assessment and 
phylo-geographic analysis. This gap in knowledge is a direct 
result of the following challenges: (1) snow leopards inhabit 
remote, inaccessible regions, some of which are politically 
unstable and thus hard to reach, (2) opportunities for radio/
GPS telemetry are limited because this cat is difficult to 
observe and expensive to trap and tag in the wild, and (3) 
most founders of the captive population have an unknown 
origin. 

Thus, a team of 22 biologists collected samples from across 
snow leopard range (Figure 1) as part of the extensive 
genetic assessment of snow leopards based on noninvasive 
scat surveys. Thirty-three microsatellites were genotyped 
and a total of 683-bp of mitochondrial DNA sequenced 
in 70 individuals. These indicated low genetic diversity at 
microsatellites and virtually no mt DNA variation. The species 
apparently underwent a bottleneck in the Holocene (about 
8,000 years ago) coinciding with increased temperatures, 
precipitation, and the upward treeline shift in the Tibetan 
Plateau. Multiple analyses supported three primary genetic 

clusters: (1) Northern (the Altai region), (2) Central (core 
Himalaya and Tibetan Plateau), and (3) Western (Tian Shan, 
Pamir, trans-Himalaya regions). 

The researchers recognized three subspecies, namely  
P. u. irbis (Northern group), P. u. uncia (Western group), and  
P. u. uncioides (Central group) based on their genetic 
distinctness, the low levels of admixture, unambiguous 
population assignment, and presumed geographic separation. 
They proposed a minimum of six management units, namely 
western Mongolia, southern Mongolia, Tian Shan, Pamir-
Himalaya, Tibet-Himalaya, and Qinghai, with a potential 
connectivity by dispersing individuals of up to some 400 km 
distance. This study highlights the foundation for the global 
conservation of snow leopard subspecies, setting the stage 
for in-depth landscape genetics and genomic studies, and 
also for regionally-based Red List updating.

Source: Range-Wide Snow Leopard Phylogeography Supports 
Three Subspecies, Journal of Heredity, 2017 Authors:  Jan E. 
Janecka, Zhang Yu-guang, Li Di-qiang, Bariushaa Munkhtsog, 

have 3 subspecies
Snow Leopard

-Dr. Rodney Jackson & Dr. Jan Janecka

article
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-@_ o;nfO{ /]l8of] jf ef}uf]lns ;"rgf k|0ffnL -/]l8of]÷hLkLP; 
6]lnd]6«L_ sf] k|of]usf cj;/x? l;ldt x'G5g\ lsgsL lxpF 
lrt'jfnfO{ cjnf]sg ug{ sl7g x'G5 / o;nfO{ pks/0fx? 
dfkm{t k5Øfpg dx+uf] kb{5 .

-#_ w]/}h;f] lrl8ofvfgfx¿df /flvPsf lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] pTklQsf] 
af/]df hfgsf/L gx'g' .

To;}n] @@ hgf hLjzf:qLx?sf] Pp6f 6f]nLn] lxpF lrt'jfx¿nfO{ 
xfgL–gf]S;fgL gk'Ug] u/L j[xQ cfg'j+lzs d"Nofª\sgsf] 
lx:;fsf] ?kdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg If]qaf6 lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] 
lb;fsf]  gd"gf ;+sng u/]sf lyP . h;df ## j6f  
dfOqmf];]6]nfO6 dfkm{t lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] cfg'jf+lzs u'0fx?sf] 
dfkg ul/Psf] lyof] / &) j6f lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] ^*# lakL  
ld6f]sf]lG8«on l8PgPnfO{ >[+vnfj4 ul/Psf] lyof] -l8PgP 
l;So"lG;ª\u_ . dfOqmf];]6]nfO6sf] cWoogaf6 lxpF lrt'jfx?df 
Go"g cfg'jf+lzsL ljljwtf / Pd6L l8PgPdf km/skg km]nf k/]sf] 
lyof] . o;af6 of] :ki6 ePsf] 5 ls lxpF lrt'jfsf] of] k|hflt sl/a 
*))) jif{ cufl8 xf]nf]l;gsf] ;dodf ltAatL k7f/df cfPsf] pRr 
tfks|d, a9L jiff{ / ?vx? pd|g] /]vf dfly ;b{} uPsf]n] sl7g 
kl/l:yltaf6 u'h|]sf] lyof] . o; ;DaGwdf ul/Psf] ax'–cfoflds 
ljZn]if0fn] tLgj6f k|fylds cfg'jf+lzs ;d"xx?nfO{ ;xof]u  
u/]sf] lyof] M -!_ pQ/L -cn6fO{ If]q_, -@_ aLrsf] -d'Vo lxdfno 
/ ltAatL k7f/_ / -#_ klZrdL -ltofg zfg, kfdL/ / lxdfn  
kf/Lsf If]qx?_ .

cg';Gwfgstf{x?n] pgLx?sf] cfg'jf+lzs km/skg, Go"g 
txsf] ld>0f, :ki6 hg;+Vofsf] ljt/0f / k"jf{g'dfg ul/Psf  
ef}uf]lns leGgtfsf] cfwf/df tLgj6f pk–k|hfltx?sf] klxrfg 
u/]sf lyP h'g o; k|sf/ 5g\ M KofGy]/f cg;Lof O/la; -pQ/L 
;d"x_, KofGy]/f cg;Lof cg;Lof -pQ/L ;d"x_ / KofGy]/f 
cg;Lof pg;Lof]8]; -aLrsf] ;d"x_ . pgLx?n] klZrd d+uf]lnof, 
blIf0fL d+uf]lnof, ltofg zfg, kfdL/ lxdfno, ltAat lxdfno 
/ l5ËfO{ u/L slDtdf klg 5 j6f Joj:yfkg O{sfOx? lx+Fp 
lrt'jfx?nfO{ $)) ls=ld=sf] b'/L;Ddsf] kx'Fr x'g] u/L k|:tfj  
u/]sf lyP . o; cWoogn] ljZjdf lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] ;+/
If0fsf nflu cfwf/ tof/ kfg{] ljifonfO{ dxTj lb+b} uxg  
e"–kl/lws cfg'jf+lzs cWoogsf nflu / If]qdf cfwfl/t  
/]8 lni6sf] cBfjlws ug{sf nflu dfu{ k|z:t u/]sf] 5 . 

…KofGy]/f cg;LofÚ j}1flgs gfd /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jf pRr lxdfnL  
If]qdf kfOg] / lj/n} b]lvg] hLj xf] . o;sf] jf;:yfg clt b'u{d 
:yfgdf x'G5 / g]kfn ;lxt Plzofsf] !@ b]zx¿df /x]sf] 5 . 

ljZjdf lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] ;+Vof sl/a $))) b]lv &%)) kfFr 
;o;Dd ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . logLx? !^ nfv ju{ 
dfOn eGbf a9Lsf] If]qkmndf @))) b]lv #))) ld6/ eGbf 
dflysf] prfO{ ePsf lxdfnL e]ux¿df kftnf] ;+Vofdf 5l/P/  
/x]sf 5g\ . oL k|hfltx?sf] af/]df a'´g, logsf] ;+Vof lgwf{/0f 
ug{ / Joj:yfkg of]hgf lgdf{0fsf nflu kfl/l:yltsLo ;'Id 
tx;Ddsf] ;"rgfsf] cfjZostf kb{5 .

lxpF lrt'jf pk–k|hfltsf] ?kdf ljj]rgf ul/g' kg]{ 7"nf] la/fnf] 
k|hfltsf] clGtd hGt' x'g cfPsf] 5 / o;f] x'g'df lgDglnlvt 
r'gf}tLx?sf] k|ToIf kl/0ffd xf] M 

-!_ lxpF lrt'jfx? b'u{d / cfjt hfjt ug{ sl7g x'g] If]qx?df 
a:5g\, h;dWo] s]xL /fhg}lts ?kdf klg cl:y/ ePsfn] To:tf 
:yfgx?df k'Ug sl7g x'G5 .

lxpF lrt'jfsf 
tLg pk–k|hfltx?

– –8f=/8\gL HofSzg÷8f=Hofg Hofg]sf

n]v 
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Nepal issued the first postal stamp in Bikram Sambat (Nepali 
calendar) 1938, almost 137 years ago bearing the pictures of 
Royal Crown, cross khukuri (Gorkha knife) and a Himalaya. 
Postage on wildlife theme was issued first time in 1959 AD 
with a picture of musk deer. Before that stamps worth 2, 
4, 8 and 16 paisa (1/100th denominations of Nepali rupee) 
depicting a picture of Lord Shiva with a trident in one 
hand and a Blackbuck in another were issued in 1908 AD, 
nearly 110 years ago. “However, it was not based on wildlife 
theme but dedicated to Lord Shiva and his consort goddess 
Parvati”,  Mr. K.K Karmacharya, the senior post stamp artist 
of Nepal explained that the first stamp issued with wildlife 
theme was of musk deer.

At present, Nepal annually issues 50 to 60 new stamps 
having different themes. Mr. Rajan Poudel, Director General 
of Postal Service Department of Nepal Government said 

Anil Adhikari

that almost 30% of these stamps bear pictures or theme of 
flora and fauna of Nepal. This is due to high market value 
of the stamps bearing wildlife theme.  He also said that 
the demand and sale of the stamps with wildlife theme are 
satisfactory at the annual philatelic exhibitions participated 
by Department of Postal Services.

Nepal has already issued several post at stamps of protected 
animals such as snow leopard, one-horned rhinoceros, tiger, 
elephant, wild buffalo, bear, red panda, musk deer, swamp 
deer, gharial, snakes and turtles.  Similarly, photos and 
sketches depicting birds include Himalayan monal, vulture, 
several species of butterfly and protected plants. We can see 
that the pictures of wild animals, birds and plants get priority 
when it comes to the postal stamps. Furthermore, some 
countries have even issued stamps having those pictures of 
wild animals that are not found with in their territories. For 
instance, Germany, Finland, USA, Australia, Austria, Poland, 
Cambodia, Isle of Man, Fujairah, Canada and Scandinavian 
country (in Northern Europe) have also issued stamps 
bearing pictures of snow leopard. Snow leopards do not 
occur in these countries. Rare and beautiful Snow leopards 
maybe attracted to them to publish such stamps. It also 
indicates rare and endangered wildlife are common heritage 
of all nations. 

Snow Leopard   

on postage stamp

Postage stamps of 12 snow leopard range countries

article
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World’s 12 snow leopard range countries i.e., Kyrgyzstan 
(2014), Kazakhstan (2013), China (2001), Uzbekistan (1994), 
Tajikistan (1993), Russia & India (1987), Mongolia (1985), 
Afghanistan, Pakistan & Nepal (1984) and Bhutan (1966) 
have published snow leopard postal stamps. 

The image of endangered animals is used on the postage 
stamps because they are interesting and they promote the 
country where these rare animals are normally found. The 
native people become aware of the different aspects of the 
wildlife, develop the positive attitude on conservation of 
these animals, which ultimately support the conservation. 

The Postal Services Department of Nepal had issued stamps 
of one-horned rhinos and Himalayan monal 59 years ago, 
stamps of wild yak 45 years ago, red panda, tiger and swamp 
deer 43 years ago , Tibetan argali 19 years back, Gaur, Lyms, 
Assamese Macaque, stripped hyena 23 years back and 
stamps bearing pictures of giant hornbill, Cheer pheasant, 
Common green magpie and spiny babbler 41 years ago. The 
postal stamp of snow leopard was printed in 1984 i.e., 34 
years ago. In order to create awareness among the general 
public, there is a need to re-print the stamps having the 
images of these animals.

In addition, in the course of time wild animals new for Nepal 
are also recorded. For example,

•	 A picture of Pallas`s cat was captured by a remote 
camera by Tashi R. Ghale’s group in the Manang district 
of Annapurna Conservation Area in BS 2070.

•	 Kiang and Tibetan gazelle were recorded by Prof. Karan 
B. Shah and his team in the upper Mustang of ACAP in 
2000.

Stamps of these above-mentioned wild animals should 
be issued gradually. It will help in creating awareness and 
educating the new generation.

Professor Karan Bahadur Shah, a renowned wildlife expert 
says, “These stamps are good tools for conservation of wild 
animals as they enhance the awareness among us and it leads 

Artist  Who Sketched  
Snow leopard image 
on postage stamp
Mr. K.K. Karmacharya, a renowned Senior Artist, 

created the first ever image of snow leopard which was 

printed on the postal stamp of Nepal in 1984 AD. He 

worked at the Postal Services Department of Nepal 

Government for 39 years and designed 407 different 

stamps. His first sketch on the postal stamp was of a 

cow (our national animal then) and a yak in 1973 AD. 

In 1984 AD he was assigned to make a sketch of a 

snow leopard. He was given a magazine with a picture 

of snow leopard and asked to draw a similar image. 

“There were not many pictures of snow leopard nor  

was publicized and promoted then”, he recalled.

Perhaps an artist from another country had drawn 

the picture and I made a sketch based on that. He 

had also made sketches of gharial and a Blackbuck. 

Thereafter, he made pictures of tiger, red panda, swamp 

deer, butterflies, reptiles, birds and various plants 

which were used by the department on the stamps.

He also said that 30% of the post stamps that he had 

designed bear the pictures of wild animals. He considers 

the post stamps as the ambassadors as they represent  

our country, reaching almost everywhere and  

disseminating information on the wildlife. 

Stamps create and spread positive feelings 

and support conservation efforts.

Nepal's first postage stamps
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directly or indirectly to conserve our environment”. He 
believes that by issuing the stamps the state takes ownership 
of these wild animals and acknowledges the wild animals as 
the heritage of the concerned country."

The wild animals not only represent the country but they 
are also effective means of publicity and promotion. “The 
British, American, Japanese and citizens of so many other 
countries get information on what flora and fauna are found 
in Nepal and what Nepal Government, National Trust for 
Nature Conservation and World Wildlife Fund are doing 
to preserve them” explained Mr. K.K. Karmacharya. As only 
very significant species are used on the stamps, the images 
themselves naturally promote the country.

According to Mr. Rajan Poudel, the director at the Postal 
Services Department of Nepal Government, there is a 
possibility of using pictures of snow leopard, pallas’s cat, 
red panda, kiang etc. in the days to come. He further says, 
“looking at the conservation aspect of these animals and 
global attention the Department can place a high priority on 
this issue, but only after fulfilling certain criteria.” 
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Usage of adhesive 
gum on postage 
The first postal stamp with glue “penny 
black” with a picture of Queen Victoria 
was published in Britain in 1840 AD, 
almost 177 years ago. Before that people 
used glue on the stamp as per their 
convenience. The first stamp of Nepal, 
which was printed in Britain in 1881 
AD, had adhesive gum on it. However, 
adhesive gum was not used on the 
stamps that were printed in Nepal. 
According to Rajan Poudel, Director 
of Nepal Postal Department, Nepal 
started to use "lick and stick" post 
stamps only after 1992 AD. Before that 
people used to apply starch of wheat 
flour or rice. Self-adhesive stamps have 
been in vogue in Nepal since 2014 AD.

Postage stamps of non snow 
leopard range countries

Although several countries issue the postal stamp 
considering the interest and hobby of the stamp collectors, 
in Nepal the stamps are wildly used on air mail and courier 
services, applications to government offices such as 
Transportation, Tax, Customs, etc. Similarly, the stamps are 
bought for purposes of collection and exhibition and used 
on the applications to get citizenship card, passport and 
other government issued documents.

Since the stamps are considered another form of money, 
its value increases over time. It is also a popular hobby, 
especially among the students. ‘It is a rewarding hobby’ and 
such hobby of stamp collection broadens their knowledge 
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g]kfnn] lj=;+= !(#* df cyf{t\ !#& jif{ cufl8 klxnf] x'nfs l6s6 

lgsfn]sf] xf] h;df >Lk]r, 58\s] v's'/Lx¿ / lxdfnL kxf8sf] lrq 

c+lst lyof] . k|yd k6s jGohGt' s} ljifo -lyd_ df s]lGb|t l6s6 

eg] @)!% ;fndf lg:s]sf] …s:t'/L d[uÚ sf] xf] . To;eGbf cl3  

lj ;+=!(^$ ;fn cyf{t\ !!) jif{ cl3 eujfg lzjn] Pp6f xftdf 

lqz'n / csf]{ xftdf s[i0f;f/nfO{ ;dft]sf] @, $, * / !^ k};fsf] 

l6s6 5flkPsf] lyof] . …t/ Tof] jGohGt' lyd geO{ lzj kfj{tL 

lydsf] lyof]Ú, g]kfnsf jl/i7 l6s6 lrqsf/ s] s] sd{rfo{ 

cYof{pF5g\, …jGohGt' lyd s} rfFlx s:t'/L d[u s} xf] .Ú

g]kfndf ljleGg lzif{sx¿sf] jflif{s %) b]lv ^) j6f gofF 

l6s6x¿df 6fFrf nufOG5 . …5flkg] s'n dWo] #) k|ltzt eg] 

jGohGt' / jg:kltx¿sf] x'G5Ú x'nfs ;]jf ljefusf lgb]{zs 

/fhg kf}8]n eG5g\ . …jGohGt'sf] l6s6sf] cGt/f{li6«o d"No 

pRr ePsf]n] lg xf]Ú, pgL eG5g\ . x'nfs ;]jf ljefun] x/]s jif{ 

ljb]zx¿df efu lng] lkmnf6]lns k|bz{gLx¿df jGohGt'x¿sf] 

l6s6sf] dfu / laqmL ;Gtf]ifhgs /x]sf] cg'ej kf}8]nsf] 5 .

g]kfnn] ljleGg ;+/lIft jGohGt'x¿ h:t}M lxpFlrt'jf,  

Psl;ª\u] u}+8f, af3, xfQL, cgf{, efn', xfa|], s:t'/L, afx|l;ª\u], 3l8ofn, 

;k{, s5'jf nufot klG5x¿ 8fFk]m, lu4 ;lxt y'k|} k'tnL k|hflt 

Pj+ ;+/lIft jg:kltx¿sf] lrqx¿ l6s6df c+lst ul/;s]sf]  

5 . ;+;f/el/ g} jGohGt', kG5L / jg:kltx¿sf] lrq jf  

tl:j/x¿n] x'nfs l6s6df :yfg kfPsf] b]Vg ;lsG5 .   cem ,  sltko  

b]zx?n] t cGo b]zx¿df kfOg] t/ cfˆgf] d'n'sdf gkfOg]  

;+/lIft jGohGt'x¿nfO{ ;d]t cfˆgf] x'nfs l6s6x¿df :yfg 

lbPsf] b]lvG5 pbfx/0fsf nflu hd{g, lkmgNof08, cd]l/sf,  

ci6«]lnof, cli6«of, kf]Nof08, OHn] ckmDofg, SofDaf]l8of, k'mh]O/f, 

Sofg8f / s]xL :SofG8Lg]lePg /fi6« -pQ/L o"/f]k_ h:tf /fi6«x¿n]  

;d]t lxpF lrt'jf c+lst l6s6 k|sflzt u/]sf] 5 h'g cjZo klg 

lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] /fi6«x¿ xf]Ogg\ . lxpF lrt'jf h:tf] b'n{e / clt 

;'Gb/ jGohGt'n] ltgLx¿nfO{ cfslif{t u/]sf] x'gfn] To;/L 

k|sfzg u/]sf] x'g;S5 . o;n] b'n{e / vt/fdf k/]sf] jGohGt' 

;a} /fi6«sf] ;femf ;Dkbf xf] eGg] s'/f klg b]vfpF5 . 

lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] ljZjsf !@ b]zx¿ qmdzM ls/luh:tfg -@)&) 

;fn_, sfhls:tfg -@)^( ;fn_, rLg -@)%& ;fn_, pHj]ls:tfg 

-@)%) ;fn_, tfhls:tfg -@)$( ;fn_, ?; / ef/t -@)$# 

;fn_, d+uf]lnof -@)$) ;fn_, ckmuflg:tfg, kfls:tfg / g]kfn 

x'nfs l6s6df
lxpF lrt'jf

– clgn clwsf/L

n]v 

l6s6df udsf] k|of]u

udsf] k|of]u ePsf] ljZjs} klxnf] x'nfs l6s6 …k]GgL 

ANofsÚ !&& jif{ klxn] cyf{t\ lj=;+= !*(& ;fndf  

a]nfotdf k|sflzt ePsf] lyof] h;df a]nfotsL tTsflng 

dxf/fgL leS6f]l/ofsf] lrq c+lst lyof] . To; cl3 eg] 

dflg;x¿n] cf—cfˆg} lx;fan] l6s6df udsf] k|of]u 

ub{y] . lj=;+= !(#* df a]nfotdf 5flkPsf] g]kfnsf] klxnf] 

l6s6df udsf] k|of]u ePtfklg To; otf  

g]kfnd} 5flkPsf] l6s6x¿df udsf] k|of]u eg]  

lyPg . …y's nufP/ 6fFl;g] l6s6 g]kfndf @)$*  

b]lv k|f/De ePsf] xf]Ú x'nfs ;]jf ljefusf lgb]{zs  

/fhg kf}8]n eG5g\ . Tof] eGbf cl3;Dd l6s6x¿df 

6fF:g d}bf / ux'Fsf] cfF6fsf] n]k / eftsf] df8 nufpg] 

ul/GYof] . y's nufpg gkg]{ cfk}m 6fl;g] l6s6x¿sf] 

k|rng eg] xfdLsxfF @)&) ;fnb]lv ePsf] xf] . 

jGohGt' ljifodf 
cfwfl/t g]kfnsf] 
klxnf] l6s6
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-@)$! ;fn_ / e'6fg -@)@@ ;fn_ n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] l6s6x¿  

5fk]sf 5g\ .

jGohGt' ljZjel/ g} clt g} rfvnfUbf] ljifo ePsf]n] jGohGt' / 

;DalGwt /fi6«nfO{ lrgfpg] p2]Zon] g} l6s6df ljleGg ;+s6fkGg 

jGohGt'x¿ c+lst ul/g] k|rng 5 . o:tf] sfo{n] To; /fi6«sf] 

hgtfn] ljleGg jGohGt'x¿sf] af/]df yfxf kfpF5g\, jGohGt'k|lt 

;sf/fTds ;f]+rnfO{ k|f]T;flxt ub{5 h;n] cGtTjuf]Tjf /fi6«sf] 

k|fs[lts ;DkbfnfO{ ;+/If0f ug{ o;n] ;3fpFb5 . 

x'nfs ;]jf ljefun] ;+s6fkGg Ps l;ª\u] u}+8f / 8fFk]msf] 

l6s6 %( jif{ klxn], h+unL rf}F/Lsf] $% jif{ klxn], xfa|], af3 / afx|  

l;ª\u]sf] $# jif{ klxn], gfog !( jif{ cl3, uf}/L ufO{, kfxg  

la/fnf], x'F8f/ / cf;dL afFb/ @# jif{ klxn] / /fh wg]z, rL/ sflnh, 

xl/of] nfdk'R5||]|, sfF8] Eofs'/ h:tf kG5Lx¿sf] $! jif{ klxn] l6s6 

k|sfzg u/]sf] xf] . lxpF lrt'jfsf] l6s6 eg] #$ jif{ cl3 cyf{t\ @)$! 

;fndf k|sflzt ePsf] xf] . cfd hgdfg;df oL b'n{e / vt/fdf  

k/]sf hLjhGt'x¿ ;DaGwL lg/Gt/ r]tgf clej[l4sf nflu 

oL jGohGt'x¿ cª\sLt l6s6x¿sf] ;dfog';f/ k'gM k|sfzg  

eO/xg'kg]{ cfjZostf eg] b]lvG5 .

o;sf cnfjf ljleGg ;doqmddf g]kfnsf] nflu gofF 

hLjhGt'x¿ klg kQf nfUg] u/]sf 5g\ pbfx/0fsf nflu lgDg 

lnlvt pNn]v ug{ ;lsG5 Ù

•	 @)^( ;fndf g]kfndf klxnf] k6s cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f  

If]qsf] dgfªdf 6f;L cf/ 3n] nufotsf] ;d"xn] :jrflnt  

Sofd/fdf kNnf;sf] la/fnf]sf] tl:j/ s}b u/]sf] lyof] . 

•	 k|fWofks s/g axfb'/ zfx nufotsf] 6f]nLn] @)%^ ;fndf 

dflyNnf] cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] dflyNNff] d':tfªdf hª\unL 

uwf -lsofª\u_ / 3f]jf k]mnf kf¥of] . 

plNnlvt jGohGt'x¿sf] lrqx¿nfO{ ;d]t qmlds ?kdf x'nfs 

l6s6x¿df ;dfj]z ub}{ nlug' kb{5 h;n] gofF k':tfx¿df gofF 

jGohGt'sf af/]df lzIff / r]tgf clej[l4 ug{ ;3fpFb5 .

g]kfnsf] l6s6df jGohGt'sf] k|of]u
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…l6s6 jftfj/0f ;+/If0fsf] tl/sf klg xf]Ú, jGohGt'ljb\ k|fWofks 

s/g axfb'/ zfx eG5g\, …jGohGt', jg:kltsf] l6s6 k|sfzg 

x'Fbf dflg;df r]tgf clej[4L x'G5 / To;n] k|ToIf ck|ToIf 

?kdf jftfj/0f ;+/If0fdf ;3fpFb5 g} .Ú csf{] s'/f, ;DalGwt 

jGohGt'x¿sf] l6s6 k|sf;g ug'{ eg]sf] ;DalGwt /fHon] 

To;sf] :jfldTj lng' klg xf] eGg] dg;fo /fV5g\ k|fWofks zfx 

. …;/sf/n] dfGotf lbP/ ;DalGwt If]qsf] jGohGt'sf] l6s6 

5fKg' eg]sf] of] xfd|f] ;Dkbf xf] eg]/ :jLsfg'{ klg xf]Ú, zfx eG5g\ 

.

jGohGt'n] /fi6«sf] klxrfg dfq af]s]sf xF'b}gg\, l6s6sf dfWod 

ltgn] b]zs} k|rf/ k|;f/ / k|j4{g ;d]t ub{5g\ . …g]kfndf s] 

s:tf jGohGt' Pj+ jg:kltx¿ kfOG5g\ < g]kfn ;/sf/,  

/fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if / 8An'8An'Pkmn] s] sfd u5{ eGg] 

s'/f a]nfotL, ef/tLo, cd]l/sL, hfkfgL gful/sx¿n] l6s6sf] 

dfWodn] ;d]t yfxf kfpFb5g\Ú, s] s] sd{rfo{ eG5g\ . ljlzi6 

klxrfg af]s]sf] k|hflt g} l6s6df /flvg] x'gfn] :jefljs ?kn] g} 

/fi6«sf] k|rf/ k|;f/ x'G5 .

cfufdL jif{x¿df dfly pNn]v ePsf lxpF lrt'jf nufot kNnf;sf]  

la/fnf], lsofª h:tf gofF k|hfltx¿nfO{ x'nfs l6s6x¿df 

c+lst ug{ ;Sg] ;Defjgf /x]sf] atfFpb5g\ lgb]{zs /fhg  

kf}8]n . …oL jGohGt'x¿sf] ;+/If0f Pj+ cGt/f{li6«o dxTj x]/]/ 

ljefun] k|fyldstfdf /fVg ;S5Ú, pgL eG5g\, …t/ o;sf 

lglZrt dfkb08x¿ 5g\, To;nfO{ k"/f u/]/ .Ú

sltko d'n'sx¿n] ;f}lvg / ;+sngstf{x¿nfO{ nlIft 

u/]/ ;d]t l6s6x¿ k|sfzg ug]{ u/]sf] ePtf klg xfdLsxfF 

l6s6x¿sf] w]/} k|of]u lr6\7L Pj+ ;/;fdfg k7fpg, oftfoft, s/, 

eG;f/ nufot ;Dk"0f{ ;/sf/L sfof{nox¿df lgj]bg ;+nUg 

ubf{, gful/stf / kf;kf]6{ ln+bf, kmf/d ebf{, k|bz{gL / ;+sngsf 

nflu x'g] u/]sf] 5 . 

l6s6 k};fs} Pp6f ?k ePsf]n] o;sf] d"No ;dofg';f/ a9\b} 

hfG5 . l6s6sf] ;+sng kmfObfhgs ;f]v klg xf] . vf;ul/ 

x/]s /fi6«x¿sf ljBfyL{x¿ o;df cfslif{t ePsf] b]lvG5g\ . …

of] l/jfl8{ª xAaLÚ xf] / o:tf] vfn] ;f]vn] ljBfyL{x¿n] ljleGg 

ljifox¿df 1fgsf] bfo/f a9fpg ;Sb5g\ h'g pgLx¿n] c?;Fu 

afF8\g klg ;Sb5g\ .

h;n] l6s6df 
lxpF lrt'jfsf]]]]]]]]]]]] lrq sf]/] Û
g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] l6s6 cfheGbf #$ jif{ klxn]  
cyf{t\ lj=;+= @)$! ;fndf klxnf] k6s 5flkPsf] xf] 
h;sf] lrq jl/i7 l6s6 lrqsf/ s] s] sdf{rfo{n] 
agfPsf lyP .

x'nfs ;]jf ljefudf lrqsf/ tyf l8hfOg/sf ?kdf 
em08} #( jif{ sfd u/]sf s] s] sd{rfo{n] $)& j6f 
l6s6x¿sf] lrq / l8hfOg u/] . pgn] klxnf] k6s 
@)#) ;fndf l6s6df /fli6«o hgfj/ ufO{ / rf}F/Lsf] 
lrqx¿ agfPsf lyP .

@)$! ;fndf jGohGt' ;DaGwL Pp6f klqsfdf 
k|sflzt lxpF lrt'jfsf] lrq x]/]/ To:t} lrq agfpg] 
lhDdf sd{rfo{nfO{ lbOof] . …Tof] a]nf clxn]sf] h:tf] 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|rf/ / k|j4{g lyPg . g t ahf/df lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] tl:j/x¿ clxn] h:tf] pknAw lyPÚ, sd{rfo{ 
;DemG5g\, …zfob s'g} b]zsf] lrqsf/n] klxnf] lrq 
agfPsf lyP lxpF lrt'jfsf], d}n] ToxL x]/]/ agfPF .Ú 
lxpF lrt'jf;Fu} pgn] 3l8ofn / s[i0f;f/sf] klg lrq 
sf]/] . To;kl5 qmdzM af3, xfa]|, afx|l;ª\uf nufot 
k'tnL, ;/L;[k, r/f Pj+ ljleGg jg:klt k|hfltx¿sf 
lrqx¿ sf]/] h'g qmdzMx'nfs ;]jf ljefun] k|sfzg 
ub}{ uof] . 

cfk"mn] agfPsf] s'n l6s6x¿ dWo] em08} #) k|ltzt 
jGohLjx¿sf] /x]sf] sd{rfo{ ;DemG5g\ . l6s6nfO{  
/fi6«sf] b"t dfG5g\ pgL . …of] t ;+jfxs xf], o;n] b]zs} 
k|ltlglwTj ub{5Ú, pgL eG5g\, …l6s6sf] kx'Frsf] ;Ldf g} 
x'Gg, ;+;f/sf s'gf sfKrfdf k'Ug] ePsf]n] dflg;nfO{ 
;DalGwt b]zsf] hLjhGt'x¿k|lt hfgsf/L x'G5 . Tof] k|lt  
;sf/fTds ;f]+r ljsf; x'G5 . To;n] ;+/If0fdf lg 
;3fpFb5 .Ú
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Interview

witnessed the killing blue sheep by the outsiders from 
Jumla, Jajarkot and lower Dolpa. While herding, I saw blue 
sheep and my family yaks grazing together. Occasionally, 
while returning home from herding, I used to encounter 
snow leopards on a very narrow terrain trail at dusk. 
These memories were engraved in my mind while pursuing 
my degree and gaining knowledge on the significance of 
wildlife. In the beginning, I wanted to conduct research on 
the impact of Yartsagunbu collection on Blue Sheep for my 
bachelor’s degree. However, due to some technical reason it 
did not materialize. In the Master Degree course, I changed 
my view to include the snow leopard rather than the blue 
sheep because this species is a flagship, top predator of the 
Himalayan ecosystem and one of the world's endangered 
species (now re- listed as  vulnerable). Finally, I made it!

What was the main reason for carrying out this research 
only in the Shey Phoksundo National Park?

I choose Perikapuwa, Medoktinh and Shey villages for the 
study which lies under Shey Phoksundo National Park’s 

Tshiring Lamu Lama is locally from 
Phoksumdo-2, Tso Village of Upper 
Dolpa (Dolpo). She has accomplished her 
M.Sc. in Natural Resources Management 
from Pokhara University. She has been 
awarded with Chandra Gurung Memorial 
Fellowship-2014, WWF- Nepal. Tshiring 
conducted research entitled “Impact of 
Yartsagunbu (Ophiocordyceps sinensis) 
collection and its negative consequences 
on snow leopard” for her Master degree 
dissertation and it was based in Dolpo. She 
shares her field experiences with the Snow 
Leopard Magazine Editorial team.

What was the impact of Yartsagunbu collection and its 
negative consequences on snow leopard?

My research findings` shows extremely high negative impact 
of Yartsagunbu collection on snow leopard and its principal 
prey, the blue sheep. These impacts are due to poaching 
of blue sheep by using stone traps,  harassment to snow 
leopard (see picture), habitat degradation due to absence of 
proper solid waste management, and setting alpine meadows 
on fire, and weak monitoring and patrolling of the human 
activity by the concerned governmental authorities during 
the peak Yartsagunbu harvesting period. 

What was the main reason for selecting Yartsagunbu and 
snow leopard for your master level dissertation research? 

When I was a young mountain girl, I used to go for yak 
herding and picked up Yarsta. During Yartsa season, I have  

Yartsagunbu 
collection  
Undesirably impacts on  
snow leopard and 
the blue sheep
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Buffer Zone mainly for the following three reasons. Firstly, 
I belong to this area and I would like to conduct wildlife 
research and conservation works in my hometown. Secondly, 
technically, the study areas are one of the major Yartsagunbu 
harvesting sites in the prime habitat of snow leopard, and 
thirdly, a world renowned conservation biologist Dr. George 
Schaller conducted a study on snow leopard and its principal 
prey- blue sheep in the area in 1973.  

Were there any significant incidents that took place during 
the field work?

Yes, during the entire field work i.e. from pre harvest to 
post harvest period of Yartsagunbu (May-June), five evidence 
based incidences were witnessed, they were; (i) three 
stone traps set for Blue sheep killing were observed, (ii) 
snow leopards were encountered five times by the yartsa 
harvesters, (iii) two snow leopards killed a harvester’s mule, 
(iv) one blue sheep was killed by the outsider harvesters for 
its meat, and (v) A Redbull Can- was tied around the neck of 
a snow leopard cub by the local yartsagumbu harvesters in 
the area . Its companion was close to killing by people and 
angry yaks. 

What assistance did you receive from the local communities 
to conduct the research?

Even though I belong to the same community, it was very 
challenging to carry out the research in the area with the 
local communities. Many local community members said that 
snow leopards were their enemies and should be eliminated 
because they kill their livestock and that the species provides 
no benefit to uplift their livelihoods. Therefore, the killing of 
domestic livestock by snow leopard has developed negative 
attitudes among local people towards the snow leopards' 
conservation. On the other hand, half of the annual income 
of many households comes from the Yartsa collection and 
they were very busy with searching and picking the Yartsa. 
Nonetheless, 75 out of total 650 harvesters provided 
me with the valuable information and suggestions for 
accomplishing my thesis research. 

Are snow leopard’s principle prey species and their habitat 
also affected due to Yartsa collections?    

Yes! The local wildlife especially snow leopards and its 
principal prey blue sheep are highly and adversely affected 
due to major anthropogenic activities such as poaching, 
solid waste problem, alpine meadow fires and constructing 
of temporarily infrastructures during the harvesting of 
Yartsagunbu.

The local people and outsiders are directly involved in 
Yartsa collection, who do you think more responsible for 
the harms inflicted to the snow leopard?

I observed three stone traps set for blue sheep killing and 
one blue sheep poached on the spot by outsiders . A Redbull 
can was tied around the neck of a snow leopard cub by local 
people was also witnessed in the study area. I think, local 
people are more responsible for causing severe suffering 
to the snow leopard especially harassing and poisoning the 
carcasses of livestock as retaliatory killing whereas outsiders 
are more likely to poach blue sheep.

Outside my study area, outsiders are more responsible 
for harming blue sheep.  Recently, during the Yartsa trading 
season, a rescue team that also included me released a 
blue sheep trapped in wire snares set by Yartsa traders 
(outsiders) on the trail 5km from the Shey Phoksundo 
National Park and Nepal Army post. The traders also make 
Momo dumplings using meat of blue sheep, which are in high 
demand in the Lamar border checkpoint between Dolpo 
and Tibet.

What contribution do you think your research had made in 
snow leopard conservation in the Shey Phoksundo National 
Park?

Shey Phoksundo National Park’s Management Plan is being 
revised by a team of peer reviewers. One of the peer 
reviewers had approached me for my thesis report. Hopefully, 
it will be informative for drafting the management plan and 
that the plan is shaping up and effective to secure the long 
term survival of wildlife, especially snow leopard, blue sheep 
and musk deer in the national park. Furthermore, based 
on my research findings, I am planning to do snow leopard 
conservation work in my hometown of Tso, which would 
emphasize the local community’s attitudes and engagement 
much more than before. Similarly the community will 
understand why the snow leopard must be conserved and 
the Yartsa should be harvested sustainably.

Finally, what initiative do you think the government and the 
local community must take for snow leopard conservation 
in your study area?

Cooperation between the park and local community 
must be increased as much as possible for snow leopard 
conservation in the study area. I also think, our government 
must engage the local community in conservation works 
as well as conservation education so that the negative 
attitudes of many local community members towards the 
snow leopard will get changed. The local people will only feel 
good if they are benefiting from conserving snow leopard 
and their mountain livelihoods is uplifted.
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l5l/ª nDx' nfdf dflyNnf] 8f]Nkfl:yt R5f] ufpFsf]  
kmf]S;'\08f] @ sL] :yfgLo jfl;Gbf x'g'x'G5 . jxfFn]  
kf]v/f ljZjljBfnoaf6 k|fs[lts ;|f]t Joj:yfkgdf 
:gftsf]Q/ tx k"/f ug'{ ePsf] 5 . l5l/ªn] 8An'8An'Pkm  
g]kfnaf6 rGb| u'?ª :d[lt 5fqj[lQ–@)!$ k'/:sf/ k|fKt 
ug'{ePsf] 5 . jxfFn] :gftsf]Q/ txsf] ;f]w -y]l;;_ 
sf nflu …ofT;f{u'Daf ;+sng / To;n] lxpF lrt'jfdfly 
k/]sf] gsf/fTds c;/Ú ljifos cg';Gwfg ;sfpg' 
ePsf] 5. lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf] ;Dkfbs ;d"x;Fu  
l5l/ªn] cfˆgf] cg'ej o;/L ;'gfpg' eof] .

ofT;f{u'Daf ;+sng / To;n] lxpF lrt'jfdfly k/]sf] gsf/fTds 
c;/x¿ s] s] lyP <

d]/f] cWoog\sf] lgZsif{n] of;f{u'Daf ;+sngn] lxpF lrt'jf / 
o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/ k|hflt gfp/dfly w]/} 7"nf] gsf/fTds c;/ 
k/]sf] b]vfPsf] 5 . oL c;/x¿sf] s'/f ubf{ 9'ª\ufsf w/fkx¿ 
yfk]/ gfp/sf] cj}w lzsf/ ug]{ -tl:j/ x]g'{xf];\_, lxpF lrt'jfx¿nfO{ 

;tfpg], plrt kmf]x/ Joj:yfkgsf] cefjsf sf/0f lxpF lrt'jf 
nufot cGo jGohGt'sf] jf;:yfg lau|g' / ofT;f{u'Daf 
;+sngsf] pRr ;dodf 3fF;] rp/x¿df cfuhgL ug]{, / dfgjLo 
lqmofsnfkx¿sf] ;DalGwt ;/sf/L lgsfosf sd{rf/Lx¿af6 
x'g] sdhf]/ cg'udg / u:tLx¿ cflb 5g\ .      

:gftsf]Q/ txsf] ;f]w cWoogsf nflu ofT;f{u'Daf ;+sng / 
lxpF lrt'jf ljifo g} 5fGg'sf] d'Vo sf/0f s] lyof] < 

s]6fs]6L 5Fbf ;fwf/0ftof d d]/f] ufpFdf d'Vo ?kdf b'O{j6f 
sfdx¿ uy]{+Ù ofT;f{ l6Kg] / rf}F/L r/fpg] . ofT;f{sf] df};ddf  
d}n] h'Dnf, hfh/sf]6 / tNnf] 8f]Nkfaf6 cfPsf aflxl/ofx¿n] gfp/ 
df/]sf] b]v]sf] lyPF . uf]7fnf ul//xFbf d}n] gfp/nfO{ xfd|} rf}F/L;Fu 
rl//x]sf] b]v]sf] lyPF . obfsbf, ;fFemkvsf] cFw]/Ldf d cfˆgf] 
rf}F/L lnP/ vs{af6 kms{+b} ubf{ ;fF3'/f] r§fgL kbdfu{x¿df lxpF 
lrt'jf;Fu d]/f] hDsfe]6 lg x'GYof] . k9\g] qmddf / jGohGt'sf] 
dxTjsf af/]df 1fg xfl;n ug]{ qmddf klg d]/f] dfg;k6ndf oL 
;Demgfx¿ al;/x]s} lyP . z'?df t d}n] :gfts txsf] zf]wsf 
nflu ofT;f{u'Daf ;+sng / gfp/df o;sf] c;/ ljifo 5gf]6  
u/]sf] lyPF t/ k|fljlws ?kdf Tof] k'/f x'g kfPg . t/ :gftsf]
Q/ txdf d}n] gfp/sf] ;f6f] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ nlIft ug{ vf]h]+ 
lsgsL of] k|hflt Pp6f ;jf]{Ts[i6, lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLsf] 
pRr txsf] lzsf/L / ljZjs} ;+s6fkGg k|hflt -t/ xfn of]  

;+j]bgzLndf ;"lrs[t ePsf]_ 
xf] . d}n] ;kmntfk"j{s of] 
cg';Gwfg k"/f u/]+ .     

tkfOFn] z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o 
lgs'~h d} cg';Gwfg ug'{sf] 
d'Vo sf/0f s] lyof] <

d}n] ;f]wsf] nflu k]l/sfk'jf,  
d]bf]S6LGx / z] ufpFnfO{ 5fg] h'g 
z] kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] 
dWojtL{ If]q cGtu{t  
kb{5g\ . o;sf] vf;ul/ 
tLgj6f sf/0fx¿ 5g\ Ù klxnf] 
t d oxL If]qsf] afl;Gbf x'F / 

of;f{u'Daf ;+sngn] 
lxp“ lrt'jf / gfp/dfly gsf/fTds c;/ k/]sf] 5

cGtjf{tf{

cWoog\ :yndf gfp/ ;dfTg 
/ dfg{ yflkPsf] 9'ª\u] w/fkPh
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jGohGt' ;DaGwL cWoog\ / ;+/If0fd"ns sfdx? d d]/} ufpFdf 
ug{ rfxGy]+, bf];|f], k|fljlws ?kn] cg';Gwfg If]q lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
jf;:yfg cGtu{t ofT;f{u'Dafsf] d'Vo km;n x'g] 7fpF xf] / t];|f], 
ljZj k|Voft ;+/If0f hLjzf:qL 8f= hh{ :ofnf/n] ;g\ !(&# df 
lxpF lrt'jf / o;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f k|hflt – gfp/sf] ljifodf o;} If]
qdf cWoog\ u/]sf lyP .  

lkmN8 cg';Gwfgsf qmddf s]xL To:tf pNn]VogLo 36gfx¿ 
36]sf lyP ls Û 

ofT;f{u'Dafsf] ;+sng cl3 / kl5 -a}zfv–c;f/_ ;Dddf kfFrj6f 
k|df0fdf cfwfl/t 36gfqmdx¿ k]mnf k/]] h'g o; k|sf/ lyP Ù  
s_ gfp/ dfg{ yflkPsf # j6f 9'ª\u] w/fkx¿ k]mnf k/], v_ ofT;f{ 
;+snsx¿n] kfFr k6s lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ b]v]sf]], u_ b'O{j6f lxpF 
lrt'jfx¿n] ofT;f{ ;+snsx¿sf] Pp6f vRr/ df/]sf], 3_ aflx/
af6 cfPsf ofT;f{ ;+snsx¿n] df;' vfgsf] nflu Pp6f gfp/ 
df/]sf], / ª_ Pp6f lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d?sf] 3fF6Ldf :yfgLo ofT;f{ 
;+snsx¿n] /]8a'nsf] l6g e'm08ØfOlbPsf] . Tof] 8d?;Fu}  
/x]sf] csf]{ 8d? ofT;f{ ;+snsx¿ / l/;fxf rf}F/Lx¿af6 em08} 
dfl/Psf] lyof] . 

cg';Gwfg ug]{ qmddf :yfgLo ;d'bfoaf6 s] s:tf] ;xof]u 
kfpg' eof] <

d ToxL ;d'bfosf] afl;Gbf ePtfklg cg';Gwfg ug]{ qmddf 
:yfgLox¿;Fu sfd ug{ lgs} r'gf}ltk"0f{ ePsf] d]/f] cg'ej  
5 . ;d'bfosf y'k|} ;b:ox¿n] lxpF lrt'jfx¿nfO{ cfˆgf] zq' 
atfP . lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] pgLx¿sf] j:t'efp vfOlbG5g\ /  
hLljsf]kfh{g a9fpg ltgn] s'g} nfe glbg] x'Fbf ltgLx¿ dfl;g}  
kg]{ ts{ pgLx¿sf] lyof] . lxpF lrt'jfn] j:t'efp dfg]{ k|j[lQsf 
sf/0f :yfgLo jfl;Gbfx¿df lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fk|lt g} gsf/
fTds wf/0ff ljsf; ePsf] kfOof] . csf]{lt/, w]/}h;f] 3/w'/Lsf] 
cfwfeGbf a9L jflif{s cfo ofT;f{ ;+sngaf6} k|fKt x'g cfpg] ePsf]
n] pgLx¿ ofT;f{ vf]Hg] / l6Kg] sfddf lg Jo:t ePsf] kfOof] . 
t/ ^%) ofT;f{ ;+snsx¿dWo] &% hgfn] dnfO{ zf]w k"/f ug{sf 
nflu lgs} dxTjk"0f{ hfgsf/L / ;'emfjx¿ pknAw u/fP .     

s] lxpF lrt'jfsf] d'Vo cfx/f k|hflt / ltgsf] jf;:yfg klg ofT;f{ 
;+sngsf sf/0f k|efljt ePsf] lyof] <

xf] Û :yfgLo jGohGt' vf;ul/ lxpF lrt'jf / p;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f 
k|hflt gfp/ dfgjLo lqmofsnfkx? h:t} rf]/L lzsf/, kmf]x/sf] 
;d:of, 3fF;sf rp/x¿df cfuhgL ug]{ / ofT;f{ ;+sngsf] 
qmddf c:yfoL ;+/rgfx¿ agfpg] sfo{sf sf/0f g/fd|/L k|efljt 
ePsf] kfOof] . 

:yfgLo / aflxl/ofx¿ ofT;f{ ;+sngdf k|ToIf ;+nUg 5g\ 
h;dWo] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ xfgL gf]S;fgL k'¥ofpg sf] a9L lhDd]jf/ 
5g\ eGg] tkfO{+ 7fGg'x'G5<   

d}n] gfp/nfO{ la5\ofOPsf] # j6f 9'ª\u] w/fk k]mnf kf/]+ . 
To:t} Pp6f gfp/ aflxl/of dflg;x¿n] df/]sf] lg e]6]+ .  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] 8d?sf] 3fF6Ldf /]8a'nsf] Sofg e'm08ØfOPsf] klg  
clen]v ul/of] eg] :yfgLo dflg;x¿ ;d]t ;f] j/k/ /x]sf]  
e]l6of] . d]/f] larf/df, :yfgLox¿ cfˆgf 3/kfn'jf j:t'x¿  
df/]sf] emf]sdf ltgdf ljif k|of]u u/L abnfsf] efjn] lxpF lrt'jf 
dfg]{ sfddf lhDd]jf/ 5g\ h:tf] nfU5 eg] aflxl/ofx¿ dWo] w]/}
h;f] gfp/sf] lzsf/ ug]{ ub{5g\ . 

d]/f] cg';Gwfg If]q aflx/sf] s'/f ug'{kbf{, aflxl/ofx¿  
gfp/nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg a9L lhDd]jf/ 5g\ eGg] nfUb5 . xfn}
dfq, ofT;f{ Aofkf/sf] ;do, Pp6f p2f/ 6f]nL -h;n] dnfO{ 
lg To;df ;xefuL u/fPsf] lyof]_, n] aflx/af6 cfPsf ofT;f{  
Jofkf/Lx¿n] yfk]sf] tf/sf] w/fkaf6 Pp6f gfp/nfO{ p2f/ u/L 
5fl8Psf] lyof] . Tof] 36gf z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~h / g]kfnL  
;]gfsf] kf]i6af6 % lsld k/sf] k}bn dfu{df 36]sf] lyof] . Jofkf/Lx¿n]  
gfp/sf] df;'sf] k|of]u u/]/ dMdM klg agfpg] /x]5g\ h;sf]  
8f]Nkf] / ltAatsf] ;Ldf aLrsf] nfdf/ gfsfdf lgs} dfu 5 .    

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf tkfOFsf] 
cg';Gwfgn] s:tf] of]ubfg k'¥ofof] eGg] nfUb5<   

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] Joj:yfkg of]hgf ;dLIfsx¿af6 
k'g/fjnf]sg ul/Psf] 5 . tL dWo] Pshgf ;dLIfsn] d]/f]  
zf]w k|ltj]bgsf nflu cg'/f]w ug'{ePsf] lyof] . cfzf ub{5', of] 
Joj:yfkg of]hgf lgdf{0fdf hfgsf/Ld"ns x'g]5 / Joj:yfkg 
of]hgfn] ult kfO/x]sf] 5 / z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf 
jGohLjx¿ vf;ul/ lxpF lrt'jf, gfp/, s:t'/L d[ux¿sf] lbuf] 
;+/If0fsf nflu d]/f] ;f]wsf] klg of]ubfg x'g]5 . o; afx]s, d]/f] 
cg';Gwfgsf] lgZsif{df cfwfl/t /xL, d}n] cfˆgf] hGdynf] R5f]
df lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf sfdx¿ ug]{ of]hgf lg agfPsL 5' h;n] 
:yfgLox¿sf] ;+/If0fk|ltsf] k|j[lQ / ;xeflutf klxn] eGbf w]/} 
a9fpg] 5 . To:t}, ;d'bfon] klg a'´g] 5g\ ls lsg lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;+/If0f h?/L 5 / ofT;f{sf] ;+sng lbuf] ?kn] ul/g'kb{5 . 

cGtdf, tkfOFn] u/]sf] cWoog÷cg';Gwfg If]qdf ;/sf/ / 
:yfgLo ;d'bfon] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu s] s:tf] kxn 
ug'{kb{5 < 

d}n] u/]sf] cWoog÷cg';Gwfg If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu 
lgs'~h / :yfgLo ;d'bfoaLr ;Dej eP;Dd ;xsfo{sf] j[l4 
x'g' kb{5 . d]/f] larf/df, ;/sf/n] :yfgLo dflg;x¿nfO{ ;+/If0f 
sfo{ Pj+ ;+/If0f lzIffdf ;xefuL u/fpg' kb{5 h;n] lxpF lrt'jfk|lt 
ltgsf] gsf/fTds k|j[lQdf kl/jt{g ug{ ;3fpFb5 . lxpF lrt'jf  
hf]ufP/ olb  pgLx¿n] To;af6 s]xL kmfObf lnG5g / pgLx¿sf] 
hLljsf]kfh{gdf j[l4 x'G5 eg] dfq :yfgLx¿n] /fxt dx;';  
ug]{5g\ .   
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The remote cameras which captured three 
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Snow Leopards
I still remember under the supervision of Dr. Som Ale, 
I was involved in field research on the prey and DNA 
(Deoxyribonucleic Acid) analysis of snow leopard in 2000. 
In 2010,  Dr.  Ale taught me how to operate the remote 
cameras. These cameras were installed with support from 
Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP) and Snow 
Leopard Conservancy (SLC) and  captured several pictures 
of more than 10 snow leopards in various places of Mustang 
district.

A remote camera installed at 3780m in the steep slope of 
Sakao along Samdjong river near Lomanthang in Mustang 
had captured black and white images of three snow leopards 
in 2008 AD. Similarly, a 10 minute walk from Sakao at 3795m, 
a couple of few images of a female snow leopard and its two 
cubs were clicked by another remote camera in 2012.  

I  installed remote cameras in Sakao following the advice 
of my local shepherd friends. Perhaps they had seen snow 
leopards moving around the area. Before I installed the 
cameras I had visited both places 3-4 times looking for signs, 
scats and their distinct odor. 

I had placed remote cameras in the both places for two 
weeks. When I went to collect the cameras I was glad to 
see snow leopard’s pugmarks and thought that certainly 
these cameras captured their images. When I took the 
cameras to the office of ACAP/Snow Leopard Conservancy 
in Lomanthang and inserted the data chips to my laptop I 

was surprised to see the pictures of three snow leopards 
captured by my camera-traps. 

Since I set cameras in both photo and video modes, the 
camera-traps recorded photos as well as videos of the snow 
leopards. In 2010 the black and white photos and videos 
captured three adult snow leopards  marching one after the 
other in the dark. In another set of pictures captured during 
the spring of 2012, the snow leopards were inside a cave. 
There was enough light to make a lovely scene with the 
mother snow leopard and two tiny cubs, one moving near 
the camera-trap and the other sitting with its mother at the 
other side of the sandy cave. 

Dr. Ale was pleasantly surprised when I emailed those 
photos to him and he discussed about them with Dr. 
Rodney Jackson. My friends and colleagues all appreciated 
my works. In addition to the snow leopards, the camera-trap 
also captured images of blue sheep, fox, birds and pika. These 
images were used in several magazines and documentary and 
treasured as the assets for snow leopard conservationists. 
Both sets of these pictures were the perfect testimony that 
the snow leopards were freely wandering around the ridges 
and caves of upper Mustang and conveyed the message that 
we need to conserve the prime species which maintain the 
healthy ecosystem in the mountains. 

(Pema is Lomanthang based citizen scientists working on 
snow leopards conservation-Editor)

Pema Tsering Lowa
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tL :jrflnt Sofd/fx¿ 
h;df s}b eP tLg–tLgj6f 

– k]df l5l/ª nf]jf

dnfO{ :d/0f 5, ;g\ @))) df d}n] 8f= ;f]d cfn]sf] ;'kl/j]If0fdf 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f / l8gP ljZn]if0fsf nflu lkmN8 cg';Gwfg 
u/]+sf] lyPF . ;g\ @)!) df 8f= cfn]n] dnfO{ :jrflnt Sofd/f 
rnfpg] ;Lk l;sfOlbg' eof] . d}n] cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf 
-PSofk_÷:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ cGtu{t dflyNnf] 
d':tfªsf ljleGg 7fpFx¿df /fv]sf] :jrflnt Sofd/fdf !) 
eGbf a9L lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] w]/} tl:j/x¿ s}b eO;s]sf 5g\ . 

;g\ @))* df nf]dfGyfªaf6 ;fD8\hf]ª vf]nfsf] lsgf/ x'Fb} 7f8} 
eL/df /x]sf] ;fsfcf] eGg] :yfgdf #,&*) ld= df h8fg u/]sf] 
:jrflnt Sofd/fdf tLgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] Zofd–:j]t -Anfs 
P08 XjfO6_ tl:j/x¿ s}b eP . ;f]xL 7fpFaf6 !) ldg]6sf] lx+8fOdf 
k'lug] #,&(% ld= df ;g\ @)!@ df Pp6f dfpm / lxpF lrt'jfsf] b'O{ 
8d?x¿sf] tl:j/x¿ Sofd/fdf s}b eP . 

d]/f :yfgLo uf]7fnf ;fyLx¿sf] ;'emfjdf d}n] ;fsfcf]df 
:jrflnt Sofd/fx¿ h8fg u/]sf] lyPF . pgLx¿n] zfob To;  
If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfx¿ cfjt hfjt u/]sf] b]v]sf lyP xf]nfg\ . 
Sofd/fx¿ h8fg ug'{ k"j{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] s'g} lrGxx¿, lbzf jf 
uGwx¿ e]l6G5g\ ls eg]/ d}n] b'j} 7fpFx¿df #–$ k6s;Dd 
e|d0f u/]+ . + 

d}n] b'j} :yfgx¿df @ xKtf;Dd Sofd/f /fv]sf] lyPF .  
Sofd/fx¿ ;+sng ug{ hfFbf tL 7fpFx¿df lxpF lrt'jfsf] y'k|} 
kblrGxx¿ b]v]/ d bª\u k/]+ / kSs} Sofd/fdf lxpF lrt'jfx¿ 
s}b eP xf]nfg\ eGg] 7fg]+ . Sofd/f lnP/ d nf]dfgyfªl:yt 
PSofk÷:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Lsf] sfof{nodf uPF . Sofd/faf6 
lrK;x¿ Nofk6df /fv]/ tl:a/x¿ x]bf{ d rlst ePF . b'j} k6s 

Sofd/f 6«fkx¿df tLg–tLgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿ Sofd/fdf s}b  
xf]nfg\ eg]/ rflxF d}n] k6Ss} ;f]r]sf] lyOg .

d}n] b'Oj6} Sofd/f 6«fkx¿df Sofd/fx¿nfO{ kmf]6f] / lel8of] 
df]8x¿df /fv]sf]n] b'j} Sofd/fdf lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] tl:j/ / 
lel8of]x¿ clen]v ePsf] lyof] . ;g\ @)!) df /flt lnOPsf] 
tl:a/ / lel8of] Zofd:j]t lyof] / tLgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿ Pskl5 
csf]{ ub}{ cfO/x]sf b]lvGy] / tL tLgj6} jo:s b]lvGy] . ;g\ 
@)!@ sf] a;Gt Ct'df /flvPsf] Sofd/faf6 lnOPsf] tl:j/
x¿ lxpF lrt'jfx¿ cf]8f/df a;]sf lyP . 3fdsf] k|sfz kof{Kt 
ePsf]n] cf]8f/ rxlsnf] b]lvPsf] lyof] . Tof] rflxF /dfOnf] lyof] 
lsgsL b'Oj6f ;fgf 8d?x¿ ;lxt dfpm lxpF lrt'jf lyO{ . Pp6f 
8d? Sofd/f glhs} lyof] . cf]8f/sf] csf]{ efudf dfpm Pp6f  
csf]{ 8d?;Fu} a;]sL lyO{ . 

d}n] 8f=cfn]nfO{ Od]naf6 tl:j/x¿ k7fPkl5 jxfF bª\u kg'{ eof] 
/ jxfFn] 8f=/8\gL HofSzg;Fu tL tl:j/x¿sf] af/]df 5nkmn 
ug'{ eof] . d]/f] ;fyLefO{x¿, k]zfut ;xsdL{x¿, cfof]hgfsf  
;a}n] d]/f] sfdsf] k|z+;f ug'{ eof] . Sofd/fx¿df lxpF lrt'jf 
afx]s gfp/, ˆofp/f], kG5Lx¿ / 7"6] v/fof]x¿sf] tl:j/x¿ klg 
s}b ePsf lyP . tL tl:j/x¿ ljleGg klqsf / j[Qlrqx¿df 
lg k|of]u eP / lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsdL{x¿sf nflu ;DklQ /  
;|f]tx¿ eP . tL b'j} tl:j/x¿n] dflyNnf] d':tfªsf] kxf8L 
rf]6Lx¿ / cf]8f/x¿df lxpF lrt'jfx¿ :jtGq ?kn] 3'ld/x]sf,  
cf]x/bf]x/ ul//x]sf 5g\ / :j:Yo lxdfnL kof{j/0f ;Gt'ng ug]{ 
oL d'Vo k|hfltsf] ;+/If0f ug'{k5{ eGg] ;Gb]z lbPsf] 5 .
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Bird Conservation 
Nepal (BCN)  

Established in 1982, Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) is the 
leading organization in Nepal focusing on the conservation 
of birds and their habitats. It seeks to promote interest in 
birds among the general public, encourage research on birds, 
and identify major threats to birds’ continued survival. As a 
result, BCN is the foremost scientific authority providing 
accurate data and information on birds and their habitats 
throughout Nepal. The organization provides scientific 
data and expertise on birds for the Government of Nepal 
through the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation and works closely on birds and biodiversity 
conservation throughout the country.

It is imperative to note that BCN is a membership-based 
organization with a founding President, advisors (11), patrons 
(25), life members (330), general members (622), friends 
of BCN and active supporters. The membership provides 
strength to the organization and is drawn from people of 
all walks of life from students, volunteers, professionals and 
conservationists.

BCN is also part of the BirdLife International Partnership, a 
network of more than 121 organizations around the world, 
working on a worldwide agenda to conserve the world’s 
birds and their habitats. 

g]kfn kG5L ;+/If0f ;+3
;g\ !(*@ df :yflkt g]kfn kG5L ;+/If0f ;+3, kG5L tyf ltgLx?sf] 
jf;:yfg ;+/If0fdf sfd ug]{ /fli6«o :t/sf] cu|0fL ;+:yf  
xf] . o; ;+3n] kG5L ;+/If0f ;DaGwL hgr]tgf Pj+ 1fg clej[l4  
ug]{, kG5Lx?sf ljljwtf tyf hLjgL af/] cWoog cg';Gwfg 
ug'{sf ;fy} kG5Lx?sf] ;'/lIft  jf;:yfg ;'lglZrt ug]{ d"n 
l;4fGt c+ufn]sf] 5 . t;y{ of] ;+3 g]kfnsf ;d:t kG5L tyf 
ltgLx?sf] jf;:yfg ;DaGwL j}1flgs hfgsf/L lbg] cflwsfl/s 
;+:yf xf] . o;}n] r/fx? ;DaGwL j}1flgs tYofª\sx? Nfufot 
cGo hfgsf/Lx? /fi6«Lo lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu;Fu 
;xsfo{ ub}{ g]kfn ;/sf/nfO{ lb+b} cfO/x]sf] 5 . o;sf ;fy}  
g]kfnel/ g} kG5L Pj+ h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0fsf] sfo{ ul//x]sf] 
5 . 

organization Introduction

g]kfn kG5L ;+/If0f ;+3 kG5Lljb\ tyf kG5L ;+/If0fdf ;dlk{t 
JolQmx?sf] ;b:otfdf cfwfl/t ;+:yf xf] . o; ;+3sf d'Vo 
zlQmsf ?kdf ;b:ox? /lxcfPsf 5g\ . o; ;+3df ;+:yfks 
cWoIf / ;Nnfxsf/ -!!_, ;+/Ifs -@%_, cfhLjg ;b:o -##)_ 
/ ;fwf/0f ;b:ox? -^@@_ /x]sf 5g\ . o;sf ;b:ox? kG5L 
;DaGwL hfgsf/L /fVg rfxg] OR5's ;+/If0fljb, ljBfyL{ tyf 
ljleGg If]qdf cfa4 JolQmx? x'g'x'G5 . 

ljZjel/ !@! j6f ;+:yfx?sf] ;~hfn /x]sf] æa8{ nfO{km  
OG6/g]zgnÆ sf] g]kfnL ;fem]bf/ of] ;+3 ljZjel/sf kG5L tyf 
ltgsf] jf;:yfg ;+/If0fsf k|:tfjgf nfu" ug]{ sfo{ ul//x]sf] 
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Participants attending The Global Snow Leopard Ecosystem Program 
(GSLEP) Forum in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic on August 23-25, 2017,  

Snow Leopard Conservancy, (SLC) in partnership with The Mountain 
Institute (TMI) and Mountain Spirit (MS) jointly organized the Darwin 
Initiative Planning Workshop in Kathmandu from 26-28th July 2017.

A local herder at Marang village in Upper Mustang receives flashlight, radio, 
jacket and foxlights to protect his livestock from predators. SLC & Third 
Pole Conservancy with the help of NTNC/ACAP provided the materials in 
November 2017. 

Local citizen scientist Tashi R. Ghale teaching camera trap methodology to 
snow leopard scouts members in Manang district.

For the first time in 20 years, more than 4,000 wildlife parts of 48 different 
species including 67 tiger skins and 357 rhino horns were burnt in Chitwan 
National Park. This demonstrated the nation’s commitment towards zero 
tolerance of wildlife crime.

National Workshop held On "Political Economy of Conservation in Nepal 
under the New Federal Structures: Opportunities and Challenges" organized 
by The Asia Foundation, SLC and MS in 6 April 2018 in Kathmandu.
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE
•	 Report poaching to the concerned authorities.

•	 Protect Snow Leopard habitats and their prey species.

•	 Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY (OR WILL),  
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

•	 Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW 
LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD, AND SO THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO RELY 
UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?
•	 Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.

•	 Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.

•	 Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

•	 Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries 
or the White giant Panda to China.

•	 Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.


